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. UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J JUSTICE. . .0

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION. PRI

.' . ..

vuuuron st.n.e.

Honorable J. Leo Rankin |
“‘:. General Counsel

‘ Thoe President®s Commission

200 Maryland Avenue, Northeast'
Iash:lngton, D. C,.

" Dear Mr, Rankin: . :

Reference is nade to our conversation of -
January 28, 1S54, concerains testimony furnished the
Counission by Mr. Henry il, Yade, the District Attoraney of
Dallas County, Texas. You advised that lr, Wade testified .
he bhad heard that Lee Exrvey Oswald had been an informant
of the FCI, had been assigned syabol number *179* and had
been paid $200 monthly in this capacity. You further P
advised that r, Wade also indicated that FBI headquarters .~
IRES ) . was not 4dn a position to kaow in all instances vhether an
)\- individual was an inroman. of this Bureau,

At tho time, I ‘advised you that Leo Harvey Osvald e

“. °  had never been an informaat of the FSI and that this Bureau's :
.7 procedure in regzard to haadling infornants is such as to s
- dosure that FBI headquarters would have all necessary facts =
- *. . concerning the developnent and control of any and every
*. ° 4nforaant,

Enclosed for your information and use 4n this -
rezard is an affidavit 4in vhich I have categorically stated :
tha.t Ioee Harvey Oswald was ncver an informant of the FBI and
have outlined our administrative procedures Lor the ha.ndlinz
ud the paynent oz eonndential informants, -




"CITY oF wasETNGTON }\
DISTRICT OF COLLMBIA:

e o .

s : J. Edgar Hoove
W Investigation, Departmen
- .. swora, deposes and Says:

S ————————

AFPIDAVIT ..

883

Federal Bureau o2 -
baing first duly

T, Director,
t ot Justice,

of the records .:
ates Departnent -
au of Investie

.- Dever assigne
L7 paid any amount

w5

-without equi
’ headquarters

i because of th
ab

vocation bec
affords its

" FBI 2ield of

2ic
urity infornan

tw

: ~any other individu
" fictitious or cover namo
course, 1s made aware of,
: With the office,
- at FBI headquarte

) I2 the
& regular basis, the
authorization troq FB

YR .- Special A
&re authorized to

Y B

T8,

SBuch a statement c
Sus3 of the close

e safeguards
LSe Or misuse of the progr

The individual also &
by tho ficld office

Every symbol numbe

gervices of an infornant warran
field offices must als
I headquarters to make

gents in Charge (SACs
nakq paynents'

an be rmade au

Al o

@S cannot proceed to develop anyone ..
itho FBI .

Sane. number cannot :
any circumstances for E
& given a = - -

which he, of
to his communtcatio
de name is indexed .

118'_

and bhe afiixes it

r and ¢o

TS
.,
.,

t payment on
O obtain .
such payments, "

) of FBI #1014 offices’.
to 1ndiv1dua.1§. oot utilg

- -t

Y . -




[
N

P W e eimt sqmw ae,

PR LT o
o o g T
.

.. . . - . . - . \ ... . - o.:_.. .
- l Commission Exhivit wo, ssg )

S |

R . Had any of the FBI fiela offices made Payments to -
™... " Lee Harvey Oswala under the SAC's authority, these would have

.. -. been shown in thoe receipts and vouchers submitted by each office,

These records bave been checked and no such Paynent was ever made,

Had Oswald been assigned a syohol unber, this would be & matter i

of record not only by number but also by nane, A4s g matter of -. :

fact, tho F2I can identizy eévery symbol number used, past or ..
. Present, Oswald could oot have been &ssigned such a synbol :

The only contacts FaI 4gents had with Oswald prior .
to the assassinatioa of President Kennedy involved three

interviews FB3I Agents hacd witk him, The first was on June 26,

1962, at Fort VWorth, Texzs, shortly after his return home fronm

thoe Soviet Union, Tho purpose w:zs to assess the Possibility
" Of his having been given intecllipence assignments by the Soviets, *-

=< The Second, on August 16, 19562, was ip the sane ¢connection, - . 4

(ST wmbeser
.
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The third was at his Specific reauest on August 10, 1963, :
following his arrest in New Orleans the Preceding day on a
- ¢harge of disturbing the beace and creating a gcene, At that -
. .time, he described 80me Oof his activities in connection with -
.. the Faiy Play for Cuba Comittee, the pro-Castro organization, Y

Tewt

-7 assassination ol the President., Thig interview was aiped at

.- 8Ssassination, as well as to obtain any information he might
v- have been able to furnish of a Security mature,

FBI headquarters has obtained affidavits from every .
- .Special Agent ¥ho was in contact With Oswald, as wel} as affidavits
--- from their Trespective SACs, These affidavits show that none oL -
' these FBI 4gents developed Oswald as an informant, S RS
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.- Mr, Honry M, Wade, a former Special Lgent of the ¥BI .- & .
.. #0d currently the District &ttorney of Dallas County, Texas, ... -
. -Teportedly te :
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’ _‘ heard that Lee Harvey Oswald was an FBI informant with the .
Symbol number "179" and was being paid $200 monthly, 4s the . -
-, facts.clearly show, this is not truo, .. . ’

AR : Furthermore, the facts rofuto Mr, Wado's reported .
w7 - statement to tho Commission that there 48 no xecord maintained -
" +:-r4dn the FBI of informant funds expended or the purposes for

‘."...7;. which usod by tho PEI employce to whom they weve urnisios.

. o o o - p—— s O

. Sl .~ Mr, Wade reportedly stated that he had worked 4n

i | «-.- - the FBI's Special Intelligence Service (SIS) and that ho was
e supplied from time.to time with various suns of money Zfor which I

i " s ¢ he did not have to account and for which he <id pot have to obtain

‘ . mT any receipts from the percons to whom he disbursed the money. :

S PR The emergency conditions that prevailed during World ;.
. "War II whea the FBI concucted its SIS progran did not permit the .

- tight supervision that prevails currently in the FBI's informant -

... operations. But this is truo only in regard to the fset that

. .. - . SIS men necessarily were givea the latitude to develop and pay

i 1'v.: | 4dnformants on the spot without prior approval from FBI head- :

‘ 0 .7 quarters, Nevertheless, SIS mcn operated under a control system -
L -..7 - and adhered to it by advising FB8I headquarters of pPayments made -

.-~ .. and the identity of tho individuals paid, Such payments were . %

. .- supported by receipts in mearly every instance, o

: Ur, Wade, for example, entered on duty with the FBI - -~
;4% .7 .on December 4, 1939, On July 6, 1942, he was advanced the sum
0. 02 $1,075 4n connection with an SIS assignnent. This was for
... subsistenco and travel in connmection with his assipgnment in
;.. Ecuador as well as to provide him with sone money with which to
" establish himself, His passage from Now Orleans to Guayaquil, .
:+ Ecuador, cost over $500 alono., In addition » he was required to
+ make full restitution of the total amount which had been advanced
. hin and subsequently did so. All of his expenditures of the total
> amount furnished him were substantiated by vouchers he submitted, .

e

Mr, Wade arrived in Ecuador on August 16, 1942, He .

.-operated in an undercover c2pacity with a symbol number, .. 7. ;-

* . specifically Number 845, and used the codoe name *James® 4n - i
* . signing communications, Vithin Ecuador, he was referred.to as s
.. Confidential Informant Number 6. - . T

- Although 4n an undercover capacity, Mr, Wade was e

- -.. Xequired to submit vouchers twice monthly through the Legal o

=, . Attache's Office in Quito, Ecuador. They wore reviewed thexre ° °:

... and forwarded to FBI headquarters whore they were checked prior .-

*. ,to approval and the.transmittal 02 funds to Mr,.¥Wade's | JOFCAN
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- Washington, District o2 Coluxbia

s - their services.

" .. Selective Service Act already had been withdrawn,’

) . ——— . - b
' . . (Y -, .

In hig operations, Mr, Wagde handled a total of 11

made by him 4n connoction with Payaeats

. to any ono o2 those
inforrants, In a1l

each, he .
Complied with the regulations to furnish Separitely m'zmnq )

data on a11 informants he was using and an evaluation oz

. productive, Theso five roceived a total of $1,284
“4n 52 Scparate paynents made by M-, Yado, Each of these
Payments was Supported by a recoipt. Six other Payments T .

unsupported by Teceipts were accounted for by Mr, Wade 4n
Vouchers submitted by him, .

xr
letter dated Yay 25, 1943 » Subnitted his resignation from the -

FBI. By leotter dated Juno 13, 1943, ¥y, Vade sought L
- Teinstatement » 8tating that ko hag nade a mistake 4n o

T ‘Tesigning, Eowever, this Tfequest for reinstatement was

- Tefused since the F3I's recuest for his deferment under.the

Signed this 6th day or February, 1964, at .

- L .

Subscribed and Sworn to before
e this 6th day of .‘Pebma.ry,
1964. Xouise D, Valter, Notary A ;
Putlies, District of Colunbia, Do
iﬁy;oumission e;:pires_Luz_ust ad, :
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" .dnformants, His vouchers clecarly identify each expenditure -

’ + Vado expenced &-total of $1,428,21 :.T';
in payments to dntormants, In 2déition to identitying each - L
- dnformant paid and indicating the Zxount paigd to

ade was operating were . -
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