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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. Dos 

  

   
     

   

    

. ne . “3 e. a . a 0% 

Honorable J. Lee Rankin . 
General Counsel 
The President's Commission 
200 Maryland Avenue, Northeast 

- Washington, D. C.. 

’ Dear Mr. Rankin: . . 

Reference is nade to our conversation of . 
January 2S, 1954, concerning testimony furnished the 
Commission by Mr. Henry il. Yade, the District Attorney of 
Dallas County, Toxas. You advised that lir. Wade testified . 
he had heard that Lee Earvey Oswald had been an informant 
of the FDI, had been assigned symbol nunber "175" and had 
been paid $200 monthly in this capacity. You further : 
advised that lr, Wade also indicated that FBI headquarters 
was not in a position to knov in 2ll instances whether an 
individual was an infornant of this Bureau. 

Poo At the tine, I ‘advised you that Lee Harvey Oswald : 
: °." had never been an infornaat of the FBI and that this Bureau's | 

“'.""* ‘procedure in regard to handling infornants is such as to *e 
’. dmusure that FBI headquarters would have all necessary facts * 

"+.  geoncerning the development and control of any and every =e: 
‘, ° 4&nformant. . 

       
Enclosed for your information and use in this - 

regard is an affidavit in which I have categorically stated -: 
: that lee Harvey Oswald was never an informant of the FBI and .- 
have outlined our administrative procedures for the > handling 

rand the Baymont of confidential informants.: ae    

  

  
   



  

    
      

    
   

        

      

   

      

  

    

  

   

  

   

     

Zs J, Edgar Hoover, Director, Federal Bureau of - 
wT Investigation, Department of Justice, being first duly . 
Teo Sworn, deposes and says: 

” at FBI headquarters, 

|. & regular basis, 

    

  

  

   
   

AFFIDAVIT .. 

oe 
CITY OF WASHINGTON 

/ DISTRICT OF cotter, 

of the records .: 
ates Department 
au of Investi. 

Tha 
*’ of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, !.- of Justice , 

said Federal Bure ~. gation acting under his Cirection, and ‘that said search discloses - 
s'° that Lee Earvey Oswald Was never an informant of the FBI, was... | 

* mever assigned a Symbol number in that Capacity, and was never *-.: «: 
‘paid any anount of money by the FBI in any regard, . an 

United St 

ace    

      

   
       

a 
an
te
 

ts security informant Program and . the safeguards established to insure against any abuse or misuse of the program, 

i | FBI field of ~ &S @ Security infornan 
fices cannot proceed to Gevelop anyone _.~-:. t witho FBI a 

The informant . 
Itisa - 

Sane. number cannot 2 
: 

any circumstances for . 
:7any other individu The individual also is given a st ' fictitious or cover namo by tho field office which he, of course, is made aware of, and he affixes it to his conmuntcations - 

with the office, Every symbol number and code name is indexed oe 

- -vrt ces 
*. 

. 

  

   

    
    
       

If the 

                

   

services of an informant warrant payment on the field offices nust also obtain . authorization from FSI headquarters to make such payments, ° a et Agonts in Charge (SACs) of FBI ficia offices - are authorized to make payments to individuals. not, utilized on. = 
ae 

eat a 
‘307 
- + oe 
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+>. been shown in the receipts and vouchers submitted by each office, 

Tr 

    

   

  

th - Had any of the FEI ficla offices made Payments to ° 
-- Lee Harve 

egee 

. ., Dallas Police Dep2zrtment following his arrest after the 

os have been able to furnish of a security nature 
. FBI headquarte } /t- Speefal Agent who was in contact with Osw -:, from their respective SACs. These affidavits show that none of 
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& regular basis as informants, but here too Fsr headquarters “ 
controls this by Jiniting the Stount an SAC can Pay to any one ' 
individual in this category. Fpl headquarters maintains control : 
of Such paynents Since they must be accounted for by the tiela : 

., Offices at the end of @ach month through the Submission of a 
* detailed accounting to headquarters, 

. 

yY Oswald undor the SAC's authority, these Would have These records have been checked and no such Paynent was ever made, 
Had Oswald been assigned a synbol nunber, this would be & matter : 
of record not only by nunber but also by name. As a matter of -._ : 
fact, the Fer can identizy every symbol number used, past or .-.": 

. Present. Oswald could not have been 2ssigned such a Synbol ; 
* mumber Without approval by FBI headquarters, There is no 

record of any such request by any field office.and no record 
of any such approval, 

The only contacts FBI Agents had with Osvald prior - 
to the assassination of President Kennedy involved three 
interviews FBI Agents hoc with hin. The first was on June 26, 
1962, at Fort Vorth, Texas, Shortly after his return hone from 
the Soviet Union, The purpose wis to assess the Possibility 

‘of his heaving been ei -": The second, on Aucust 16, 1962, was in the sane connection, 
The third was at his SpeciZic reauest on August 10, 1963, : 
following his arrest in Ney Orleans tho preceding day on a = 

- Charge of disturbing the peace and creating a scene, 4t that .° 
time, he described sone of his activities in connection with <= .. 

., the Fair Play for Cuba Committee, the pro-Castro organization, Soe Oswald was again interviewed by FSI Agents at the we
. 

  

8ssassination of the President. This interview was. aimed at - a . 
eliciting any admissions he might make in connection with the a 

. assassination, &S well as to obtain any information he night 

TS bas obtained affidavits tron every ; ald, as well as affidavits -., these FBI Agents developed Oswald as an informant, 
woe Mr, Honry MN. Wade. a former Special Agent of the Far.-: fo 

-s, &nd currently the District Attorney of Dallas County, Texas,. woe 
, Reportedly testified previously to the Commissio: t.he had: ; - 

. 
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."" 2 heard that Lee Harvey Oswald was an FBI informant with the ! Symbol number "179" and was being paid $200 monthly. As the .~°- : 

   

    

   

   

   
   

   

  

    

      

    

   
   

   

  

    

-;, facts clearly show, thi 

e statement to tho Comnis 
" .;/dim the FBI of informant 
.../,' Which used by tho FEI employee to whom they were furnished. 

Furthermore, the facts refuto Mr, Wade's reported - — 
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S is not truco, *. 

Sion that there is no record maintained - 
fuads exmended or the purposes for 

vale’ .___ Mr. Wade reportedly stated that he had worked in -.".. the FBI's Special Intelligence Service (SIS) and that ho was supplied from time to time with various sums Of money for which wr * he did not have to account and for which he did not have to obtain . _ any receipts from the persons to whom he disbursed the money. 

The emergency conditions that prevailed during World <:. “War II when the FBI concucted its SIS program did not permit the -. “+ tight supervision that prevails currently in the FBI's informant operations. But this is truo only in regard to the fact that ; SIS men necessarily were given the latitude to develop and pay . informants on the spot without prior approval from FBI head-= _* Quarters, Nevertheless » SIS men operated under a control systen *h and adhered to it by advising FSI headquarters of payments made -. | and the identity of the 

lr, Wade, for 
re NL ‘on Decenber 4, 1939, On July 6, 1942, he was advanced the sun “vs: Of $1,075 in connection 
‘.¢7 Subsistence and travel in connection with his assignment in 

individuals paid. Such payments were... ‘.” ! ‘|. supported by receipts in nearly every instance, oe 
Sot 

exanple, entered on duty with the FBI - 

with an SIS assignment. This was for 

: +; Beuador as well as to provide him with sone money with which to - establish himself, His 
+. Ecuador, cost over $500 

Mx, Wade arrived in Ecuador on August 16, 1942, a: roe “7 Operated in an undercover cepacity with a Symbol number, .. < a . + Specifically Number 345, and used the code name "Janes" an - TT: _?. signing communications, ; -,, Confidential Informant Number 6. : . “Tae. 

passage from New Orleans to Guayaquil, 
alone. In addition, he was recuired to + make full restitution of the total amount which had been advanced — hin and subsequently did so. All of his expenditures of the total amount furnished him were substantiated by vouchers he submitted, . 

   

Within Ecuador, he was referred to as .:° 

- Although in an undercover capacity, Mr. Wade was “gee «~. required to submit vouchers twice monthly through the Legal ~~ we . Attache's Office in Quito, Ecuador. They wore reviewed there © *: ;.. and forwarded to FBI headquarters whore they were checked prior . ", tO approval and the.transmittal of funds to Mr, Wade's + th ts - . ot : . o . .. . See 8 ale : te "Tate, a 2 
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Sete In his operations, Ur. Wade handled « total efil 
. ' -Anformants, His vouchers clearly icentify each expenditure met 

PT MTS ade by him in connection with Paynacats to any Ono of these ~. 

Pow informants. In all, e Wade expencod & total of $1,428.21 wre 
i “> *" dn payments to informants, In 2dGition to identifying each - 

| "+ + dnformant paid ang 

. oe 
ts made by ur, Wade. Each of these . . 

“3s: payments Was supported by a recoipt. Six other Payments : : 
“|. unsupported by receipts were accounted for by Mr, Vade in ~ ° . 

(4° vouchers submitted by hin, oo 
= ree Mir Wade left Zcusdor on May 2, 1943, and ing - “er 

“Dos: letter dated May 25, 1943, submitted his resignation from the. -*-: ‘ 
pb FBI. By lotter @ated Juno 13, 1943, xr, Wade sought wee ton f 
wo, Teiustatenent » Stating that ke hae made a mistake in ae 2.8 
oe ‘resigning, Rovever, this Teauest for reinstatement was OTN os 
,. » Fefused since the F3I's recuest for his defernent under .the - Mee ee 

{ \ °, Selective Service Act already had been withdrawn, : Tae oD é 

ae . 

Leo, — _ . : t 

. CO: Signed this 6th day of February,’ 1964, at. -. so. te 4 
Lote Washington, District of Coluzbia Se yo . "s pod 

fo Subscribed and sworn to before Lo ne, . L : 

‘ me this 6th day of February, So Oa worse Song 
1964. Loulse pD. Walter, Notary _ . ce moe 

; . Puliic, District of Columbia, 
De , 

. My sonmission expires August 24, - ° 
. - 
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