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UNITED STATES DEPART)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION

i :
y WASDINCTOX 38, D.C.

¥ oo . : . April 6, 1964

1 .
Eoacrable J. Lec Rankin .
{ CGoreral Couzsel
T Tao President'’s Comnission
R B 200 jic=yland Avenue, N. E.
- i u&emﬁon, D. C.

Dear U, 2arkin: . .

Tour letter dzted larsh 26, 1854, transzittcd specific
crostioz: sosiciaing to thc invosticatioa o2 Lee Porvey Csvzld
cios to Th2 ascaoszsinstioz o Fresicdent Dexzmedy e2ad resuested

& ¥l oozl Tesponse To each gucstion. N

2% tha outset, I vwish to exnhnsize that the foets
~2D1s Io the IBI cecacer=izz Le2 Z2rvey Ozwald vrics %o
=otioz did mot indicate iz any way thot he was,
2 tkreat to Precident Xennedy; mor were they such
o= suzzest that the FBI sicuid inform thie Sceret Service o2
i moecomce 12 Dzllas or his exploymezt at the Texas School
=3k Degozitory.

1% erratys, e - op gy cpees o4 e
.
)
.
[]
<
1
.

The Czwzld case was one ¢2 many thousarcés of
i1 imvzziigative mattesrs bhandled by the F2I. DTurirng the fiscal ’ ..
. | Tior epcing June S0, 1983, <the T2I hzardled 635,371 investigative
. ers e the erialinzl, civil orné sceurity fields. The extent,
2<h and urgeacy of each irvestigzation nececsarily are deperndeat
¢:: Sh2 aveilablice facts 4dn the case. £ file conceraing COswald
o5 opoied at the tice newsnopers reported his dzfection to -
Zussia 4dn 1589, Zfor the purpese of correclating ialozmation -
/- dnasmuch 2s he was considered s possible security risk in the -
eveat he returred to thiz country. Wihen we learned in 1960
t:a? pis mothker was seadinz hio roney, we interviewed her and
2is trother, Robert Oswald, to deotercine the reazson. Again
ir. 25G0 2nvestization was concducted to detcraine if he was 4n .
o=itzorland, £s vwe were odvised he coatexpizied errolling in
- & ¢dliege there. The investigation wos reinstituted 2t the
" =lzo ol his return ¢o the United States in 122, 2nd he wzs
. 2 x%2cvieved on two oceasions in 1962 inm an ellfort to sscertain ,
.2 Ye kod becn recruited by the Scviet intelligence services . - - -
.a2é to evzluale him &8s a possidble security risik. .
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" The investizaticn tos coztizucd in 1653 whea 12 was
thet Czwalid ko eLrresaonled with Y“The vorker," an
ST conmunise neTsziser, and it vos 2lso repoyrted he
“aoearnzed An aetivitics oo B2halTY e tas Totw Zlay Toxr Cuba
Ceamitice. Thic investization wasn in PrizZresz whon he wos
ssrted ia Cetober, 133, to ko in eontrcs vith the Coviet

ihnesy 4n tieico, nnd oz Hovoubow 18, 1832, in contoct with
» Soviev £2lbzszy &n washingten, . C. The pucpnose o2 the
Lvesiigation was %o Cztertzinz the crient of bis zctivities on
tLall of the Fair Blay Zor Cuza Coxmittee zad tie rezsoas for
- contacts with the Soviet Ladbassies,

Iz sghoxt, Cswale nnd gonc to the Soviet Union at the
2Z¢ o nizstoen ard attosmnied To rotounce kisz fAmerican citizenshipn.,
e kad reocunted; his PSSOt hod bron retu-ned to hin and he
2ad Loea zasaitied By tke Depzzizez:t of Sizte %o return to the

Unitad Stotes &8 22 Jfnoricon cltizon, SEten nis return, ke

had sudbseriked to Y“The Sorior,Y hand Ciztnibuted pamnhlets for

The Toix 3iay for Cubz Cormitice and anc admitted publicly that

e vos o loxidist., e kol Lcen i ecatoct with tke Covie: Zakassy
in Vzshlagioa, D. C.; ardé it vns rezeried, but not confirzed, ¢that
ke o< Boon in cozizet wizh tho Sevicl Labassy in Momico. The
Tenoos indicated Zor his contocis with the Coviet Zubassies. vas

O oiiaiz visas fo re-enier tic Zoviet Union. fo dreviously
indiected, his oetivities 2z nown 2t the tire of the assassination
€i< zot suzzest in any wly Thzt he voas 2 cangerous subversive;
tiat e was violating zny Tolorzl lzw; or that ke rgpresented a
thrsat to the porsonal cafety of the Erccident. There vas no

Toziz for the TBI to Lech kin under obscrvotion. Ir thko abseace
oX ony ialornation showing Czwzid %o be o be3sible. threat to

tic Iresident, there was ro bzsis to izlorz the Sceret Service
cszcerairg Oswald'’s presence or enplioyzent in Dallzs, Tezss.

The aznswers to your specific questions are sct forth
ir tke attached menorandua.

Sincerely yours,

Q

Znclesure
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENTOFJUSTICE =~ .
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

. WASHINCTOXN 25, D.C.
Su Foply, Pleass Refor to
&I Na, :

April 6, 1964
LEE BARVEY GSUALD

-
TONMe Wes

Wweo thore a:*y FBI intcrest in Oswald before
2l in‘:el‘v*e\"s ¢ Mrs, Merguerite Cswald and Robert
V2t wes the anture =2zd exzent of the interest? Yhat
1, 1980 qresticninz of s, Gsvald 2nd Robert

VYes, The TBils 7

The T irst interest in Lee B 'vey
| Tesult of 2 "....ah-. rzton Cepital i\e.zs Servigce®
& é Cgtoler 3-, 1939, 2t Moscow waick anzounced that
. 2 & 20-year-5ic formes United States Mer ire, 2dvised the United
SreEs ;’.’:te:‘za’:-o....l curing his o7 ess cenforence in his room 2t the
. LUTUCnoke Hotel, .-os"ov.', ther he had c3plied to reasunce his American
cnghin 2ol To become a Sceviat citizea for "purely solitical
iS e Tusther amnounced that ke woul G never reiurn 20 the
s

- Viz checked ouxr TecerCs ¢on Octoo 3%, 1959, ard Cetermired -
T.LT sur fites co....ai::ca ro inforzetion 1c‘.\.n..1;1ab1e with Cswald
- 2 service fingerpring cars sa u:.':g nhis enlistneat in the
s Merine Corps (G2:C) on lcrober 24, 1956, at Dallas,
Gz Kevember 2, 1959, we ceterningd throtgh 1“.150;’. vith
4 : States 1\..v_/ Dev- TRERT that the f;les of the 0ffice of
. ...1 :g;teZng~‘C° (C\*) contamcd 2% ~ecord of Oswzld, On ihe same

his r’-"s-a at e ZecCguarters of the USMC ai schsed ..nat Oswvald

2 Seen relezsed o ‘..acuve ¢uty on S p.e".be’ 11, 1959, wizth
iiczted seovice u...;.. Dec*::::e*‘ 8, 196 No éeroz tory infornzation
wES c::.':a-.-u in the USHC Tiles conce ing Oswalg, “ard ONI aavzscd
taet no acticn 2gainst hin was co::te..alztc.. in this ma....e‘. A st
w25 vlaced in tke files of the ICentiTication Division of the FBI
(31 I\svc Ser 10 z9:>9 S0 2s to alert us in the event he returned .
TS The Unitved tes L“d 2 diflerent igentity and his fmgerprints
-wrzTe received, file coxncer ning Oswald was prepzred and, as -
SAceecr el pmand <

Cl.aminications were received frem oth e; United States Governamznt
Lrencles, those coemmunications were placed in his Tile., Our basic
SFzerest vas vo correlate informatioR cencerning him ard “to evaluate

i iz as 2 secur"zy Tisk in the eveat he re: L*'re.., in vzew of the
. 20s3ibility of his recruitment by the Sovze.. intelligence services..
r b .
o ° - . 'ﬂ‘xe cuest icning of Mrs, Mzrfn.e"zte C. Os"zald a=d Robert
Gs':..._‘ in April 960 zrose 2s Follovs: Ve dete‘m.ned on -
3 Jezuany 25, 1966 t ¥rs, Mergeerite C. Osvald had transnitied

v vpmpe vy s e s

)
e e g v
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