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UNITED STATES DEPART) 

  

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

; + . : WasuINCTOX 32, D.C. 

5 tote . ° _ Spril 6, 1964 

ro . 

; Eoncrabdle J. Lee Renkin . 
Gsrerai Coxrz=sel 

- f Gao Poesicent's Comnission 
ft 200 ticzyisnd Avenue, N. E. 

= . Vasninztoa, D.C. 

Dear Ur. Rankin: . .   Tour letter datcé Harsh 26, 1€S4, transzitted specific 
eucstiozn: portcianing to the i 302 o2 Lee Earvey Csvald 
rior to “he assassination o2 President Kennedy ead rezuested 

& Sc corse tesronse to each excstion. ° 
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Ride ety - as tha outset, I vish to exphasize that the Zcets 

wa0-5 TO tic SI conceraisz Les Sarvey Osvaid vrio> to 
uation did not incicate in any vay that he was, 

Sal¢c 3S, a threat to Presicent Xennedy; nor vere they such 
Suszest that the PSI sicuid inform the Secret Service o2 

25 PLOeccuc? in Dallas or his exployment at the Texas School 
' Zick Degository. 

     

  

Gne Cswald case was one o2 mary thousarés of 
“yostigative matters handlec by the FSI. During the fiscal 
wav encing June $0, 1953, the FSr handled 625,371 investigative 

sovs in the erinincl, civil «né security Zielés. The extent, 
tn and urgeacy of each investigation nececsarily are cependeat 

2: the avallabie facts in the eesec. £ Zile concerning Csvald 
ras opozed at the tire nevspcpers reported his éeZection to - 
ussia in 1959, Zor the purpese of corrclating information : 
nasmuch as he was considered s possible security risk in the .. 

event he returned to this country. When we lesrned in 1960 
that bis mother was sending hin money, we intexvieved her and 
2isS brotner, Robert Oswald, to doteraine the reason. Again 
as: 2600 investigation was concuctcd to detcrnine if he wes 4n. 
cuitcorland, as we were advised he contenpisted enrolling in 

- €& ©O2%ieze there. The investigation was reinstituted et the 
' Sine of Ais return to the United States in 1962, and he wes 

. .storviewee on tro ocessions in 1962 in an effort to ascertain 
2.2 Re kad been recruited by the Scviet intellicence services 

_auG to evaluate him as a possible security risk. 
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.seusrable J. Lee Rankin [_——.. 
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wet 

° —s—ceccmspemme 1g 

: Phe investizaticn tre coztinucd in 1653 when i+ ves 
   

Pesorted that Csvaid had esvrcssonccd with "Ike Yorker," an CNSt coast comnunis+ Revssaso>, and it wes also reported he e.8 Caunged in actéyvittes on Beaall ef tas pair Pisy for Cuba masesee. Pais dnvesticcison was an Brcsress ghen he pas : 22 Cstobor, 1853, to ks dn contzse< with the Soviet 

  

este ew mes Sshassy in iosieo, ard on Hoveuser LS, 1232, in conteet with Soview etoassy in Washingtes, 5. 0. The purpose o7 the catigntion wes to estemzins the extent of his ectivities on 22D Of the Pair Disy for Cuba Comittee and the rezsons for + contacts with the Soviet oabassies. 

  

   

  

i2 short, Csvele nee cone to the Soviet Union at. the 22¢@ G2 ninsteen and attonpied to renounce Eis Anericas citizenship. He Rad retunted; pis pecspore hed boon returned to hin and he Bnd been tsvaittea by the Depaztaent of Stste to return to the United Stetes SS an fuoriesn oftsgorn, -=2ter his return, he had subscribed to "cre BOrker," hed Cistributea panphbliets for tae Vals Diay for Cube Cozmistes anc and aczitted publicly that he was 2 linawsist. Ee hee econ in contact with the Soviet Subassy an Washington, D. C.3 and it wes rezercec, bet not conlivzed, that he bic boon ia contact WatR the Eevic« sapacsy in Mosico. The Tenson inciecated Zor his contrets wis the Soviet Zubassies was to octain visss to Te-enter tc Ceyiet Union. fs previously 
are . Nene ae “- Po - 2 <2 ancicotéc, his activities as iors &c the tire of the cescessination 

  

  

  

Cle ust suscest in any Way that he was a C2nsgerous subversive; Ghee AN pee $Olatine «- Sin ct ancen Tac se Ia te + wae ne d 
tome SO WOS violatine aay sSccoval 2S; O> that he TeNTSSCnteGg a tavcat tse the rersons? cazety of the President, There vas no o> the PSI to keen hin uncer observation. In the absence 2 any intormntion Snowing Csv-ld to be a pessible threat to tas Sresident, there was no bzsis to inform the Sscret Service concerning Osvald’s presence or enploynenat in Dalles, Tezas. 

TRe ansvers to your specific auestions are set forth an tke attached nenorandun. 

Sincerely yours, 
~-t A Qf) tw Stee 

(\ 

23nclesure 

 



Me . ot 

=” 
- |. Commission Exhibit No. 835 ] 

C
e
r
n
e
r
 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE © > 7 * 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

  

: . WASHINGTON 325, D.C. ° on Hoply, Please Refer to ot ‘ 

Bi Ne April 6, 1964 
LSS BARVEY CSIUALD 

ee “32a there any FBI interest in Oswald before 
inzerviews ct Mos, Marguerite Oswald and Robert 

t WES the nature snd extent of the interest? What 
» 1960 questicning of Mrs. Gswald end Robert 

  

Yes. The FBI's fir 

    

      

   

   

* NSWER s The I first interest in Lee Harvey : Tose aS a result of 2 "Washington Capital News Service® 
atelined Sstober 31, 1955, “2: Moscow waich announced that . 2G~year-sieé former United States Marine, advised the United Yrtss -nternctional curing his press conference it his room at the ‘ -ivepole Hotel, Moscow, thet he hac cpplied to rensunce his American SoRS3 ip ong to become a Soviet citizen for "surely solitical 

« further announced that he would never return to the 

necked ovr recorés er October 31, 1959, and Ceternined © : S conveined no information identifiable with Oswald 2 than 2 service Zingerprint caré snowing his enlistment in the w-iteG States Marine Cords (USMC) on October 24, 1956, at Dallas, & November 2, 1959, we Geterminad throtgn Liaison with tates Novy Department that the files of the Office of steliigence (CNI) contained no recorg of Oswala. O2 the sane 13S Decora at the Hecécuarters oF the USMC disclosed that Osvald seca released to inective cuty on September 12, 1959, with gated service until Decender 8, 1952, No Gerogatory informetion Aree 

    

aren 3 w25 Comlained in the USMS Files concerning Oswald, ard ONI advised. ynat no action eaainst him was contemplated in this matter. A stop was placed in the files of the Iicenztivication Division of the FBI cu svesber 10, 1959, so as to alert us in the event he returned : SS the United States under a different identity and his fingerprints. ere received, file concerning Osvald was prepared and, as - conuunications were received from other United States Governnent ouchcies, those comzunications were placed in his file. Our basic sterest Was to correlate information concerning him end to evaluate 2i8 2s 2 security risk in the event he Feturned, in view of the . * possibility of his recruitment by the Soviet intelligence services, 

  
7 * e .,. The cuestioning of Mrs, Mereuerite C. Osvald. acd Robert Sswolé “in Aprif, 1950, erose 2s follows: We determined on ... Jcnuery 25,196. thet Mrs. Marguerite C, Oswald hed transmitted > > i . . . 
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