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WASDINGCTON 86, D.C. 

“April 27, 1964 

BY COURIER SERVICE 
Honorable J. Lee Rankin 
Generz1 Counsel 
The President's Commission 
200 Maryland Avenue, N. E. 
Weshington, D..C.. 

Dear Mr. Rankin: . ee 

. 

The "Dallas Morning News," Dallas, Texas, had an 
article in its April 24, 1964, edition entitled "FBI _—_s~ 
Knew Oswald Capable of Act, Reports Indicate." The . : 
article, written by Hugh Aynesworth reported that "A 
source close to the Warren Commission told The Dallas - 
News Thursday that the commission has testimony from 
Dallas police that an FBI agent told them moments after 
the arrest and identification of Lee Harvey Oswald on 7 
Nov. 22, that ‘we knew he was capable of assassinating . 
the president, but we didn't dream he would do it.'* A 
copy of the article in question is attached for the . 
information of the Commission. . 

_. There is enclosed for the Commission an . 
affidavit executed by Special Agent James P. Hosty, Jr., 
wherein Special Agent Hosty explains the purpose of his contact - 
with the Dallas Police Department on November 22, 1963. . 
Special Agent Hosty unequivocally denies ever having made a ~~ = - | 
statement to Lieutenant Revill or anyone else that the FBI ~~" -: 
knew Oswald was capable of assassinating the President or : 
that Oswald possessed any potential for violence. 
Special Agent Hosty specifically denies ever having made 
the statement as quoted in this article "We knew he was 
capable of assassinating the president, but we didn't dream . 
he would do it." Special Agent Hosty points out that prior 
to the assassination of President John Fitzgerald Kennedy, 
he never had any information indicating potential violence 
on the part of Lee Harvey Oswald. <- , 

. 

Sincerely yours, 

Se tree Meme 

Enclosures ~ 2 
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ot ; DI : t . —_—— “a sani eo iBiKnew Oswatd 
| Capable of Acti | 4 | Capable of Acti 

4 | R to og tO 
: ? ‘ a 7 7 : | | Heports Indicate: = . . - . ce. . . ; oe { _ By HUGH AYNESWORTH {the crizinal intelligence “squid, . t 7 / Tee Dans Manne Kev 144” “Ziso declined commen. = } . _ . bo 

¢ source tor Yarrem - 
: . ae QUEF QURRY iad Lj : : Fammission told The Daits | » vane report in hand within! i Se eae, that the came ae of President Kennedy's | : , : mission has testimeay from | before all the facts . : : Dallas police that an FBX azen ; Sesth even before . . J -4 Accnt | and cicumstances concerning } - . : told them moments ateer the i 

. 
i t ene ofan : Oswald were known. 3 

} arrest and identification cf Lee j Gordon Shanklin, special agent i : Harvey Oswald on Now. 22, chat? Sore e of the Dallas FBI : “we knew he was @apable of : TE : f om ot ‘ " : effice, would make £0 comment. + ; assassinating the peesiden:, but * tei . ' . : we didn’t dream be would @ : The commission Tea wee. 
: . Do 4 jmot talked to agent Hosty, but- . toot i . ~ 1 a. |The News" source said be anti‘ : . £ . . , memorandum Me su: ‘ @ipated that the agent would be * : PRO ea ne, Jack called to testify 4 } : Revill, head of the Ballas po . ‘4 i tee ae, . lice criminal in:clizence squad,- CURRY WILL aot show the; : . reported tha: FG! special agert. report to reporters, nor will ee . : - James (Joc) Sosty bad ad- col.ment on it or | . i q . : : sowicdzcd swarencss of phate of the assassination. ! if Wild in we basement of ohh “etnat'y Tar the Warren Cosh i City Fost at 2:05 pm Nov. 22-* J i os sath shout.” the a ! Hes remark was made as five” : vo i : : . @iicers brought Oswald in from. Said. . ne my a ; Oak Cliff, Revill reported. : Revill's memo is still in Chief . : : : / . - Casrry’s possession. - gf : LT. REVILL appeared before - In addition to mentioning that. ss; ’ , Warren Commission investiga-_ Hosty said the FBI knew Oot e b ok tors here several weeks ago. wald was capable of such an? . oe a poe > Police Chief Jesse Curry tesii- Ge memo said Hosty told: te - i pote » fied before the commission in. 5° 1S .0* tacts about the one-d “ { ! Washington Wednesday. Neither: * * . . i : 4 Meee et; time Russia resident and’ ad-: ~t fo OF - fj : would comment on their ap! ¢ itted Marxist a a0 ¢ . ae i [ Pearance o¢ fheir testimany. | $ sl ® } Chie! Curry was reported to! DALLAS “POLICE elficers} = ; a ‘ j have been questioned about the; watched several known extrem; : - . i? . : incident and was asid to have’ ‘ists prior to the Kennedy visit ; ° r. j given the commission a photo; iand even sent representatives } f { static copy of Lt Revill's! ! as far as 75 miles to interview? | ‘ i Sparagraph memo. He also was! , others thought to be Planning, 2 b . &£. i said to have given the commis-:* } demonstrations. t. : : . 

: , t.- fion the name of 2 second Dal-| Curry privately has told; ois o° , ; - 4] ‘| las police officer who supported! { friends, “If we had knows that! a é ne . Revill's statement and filled in} |S 'Sctectar or a Commmnnist was ceo. j 7 . aA 4 _{ other parts of the conversation | ) anywhere in this town, Jet alone, feo, : f : ; : . between Revill and Hosty. - i [on the parade route, we we . ie Pf “| Tes eee tiene Ven Hs] have been sitting on Bs BS 7s Lk “go Gackie}“B a, member of} *}.yau can bet on t zt . . | - os |. : Rat . . Las refused public .¢b ‘ore = _ 7 - “ 

| ‘}- —— 7, . . ‘ ° / = . ° - » * ~~ ~ -
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AFFIDAVIT ae 

. Z, JAMES P, HOSTY, UR., being Guly sworn, depose - 

Jat 
‘as follows: . ° 
, Zama Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation, U. S. Department of Justice, and have been 

S80 employed since January 21, 1952. ; 

. My attention has been called to an article ‘appearing 

‘on the front page of the "Dallzs Morning News," of April 24, 

1964, captioned, "FBI KNEW OSWALD CAPABLE OF ACT, REPORTS 

INDICATE," written by HUGH AYNESWORTH, which reads in part 

as follows: 

"A source close to the Warren Commission told 
The Dallas News Thursday that the commission has 
testimony from Dallas police that an FBI agent told 
them moments after tha arrest and identification of 

' , Lee Harvey Oswald on Nov. 22, that ‘we knew he was 
, capable of assassinating the president, but we didn't: -° 

dream he would do it. * . . . 

‘ “In @ memorandum to superiors on Nov. 22, Lt. 
Jack Revill, head of the Dallas police criminal: 
intelligence. squad, reported that FBI special agent 
James (Jos) Hosty had acknowledged awareness of 
Oswald in the basement of the City Hall at 2:05 Pem. 
Nov. 22. His remark was made as five officers brought 
Oswald dn from Oak Cli££, Revill reported . . .® 

The article refers to “Lt. Revill's five-paragraph - ite 

memo" concerning the above-mentioned incident and also stated 
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that a second officer, V. J. (JACKIE) BRYAN, of the palies 

Police Department had “supported REVILL's statement and £illed 

in other parts of the conversation betwoen REVILL and HOSTY . « .® 

The article continues that “in addition to mentioning —_ 

that HOSTY said the FBI knew OSWALD was capable of sach an act, ~ 

the memo said HOSTY told REVILL other facts about the one-time ~ 

Russia resident and admitted Marxist . . * a 

On Noverber 22, 1963, at approximately 3:00 PM, I: 

arrived at the Dallas Police Department for the purpose of 

sitting in on an interview of LEE HARVEY OSWALD. When I ar- 

rivea at the basement of the Dallas Police Department, I met 

" Lieutenant JACK REVILL, whom I know to be the head of the 

Intelligence Unit of the Dallas Police Department. Lieutenant 

REVILL advised me that he “had a hot lead" on the assassination 

of President KENNEDY and that a ‘man whose first name was LEE 

was the only employee of the Texas School Book Depository who ek . 

had not been accounted for. I then told Lieutenant REVILL 

that LEE EARVEY OSWALD had already been arrested about one. 

hour previously by the Dallas Police. Department and was at oe 

that time in the office of Captain WILL FRITZ, Homicide: Bureau, oe 

Dallas Police Department, r Being snterrogated. an eo of : ve 
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' to my knowledge, this was the first time that 

2 to 
foo Lieutenant REVILL knew of OSWALD’ s arrest. “elas 

' . ; ., I further advised Lieutenant REVILL that OSALD ". 

had defected to Russia and had xeturned to this area in 1962, 

- and that OSWALD wes enployed at the Texas School Book deposi 

_ tory. X also advised Lieutenant REVILL that OSWALD was at _ 

*  _ghat time the main suspect in the assassination of President : 

"KENNEDY. | 

The above constitutes the entire contents of my   conversation with, Lieutenant REVILL which took place on the 

{ . _ stairway from the basement to the third floor at the Dallas 

Police Department, during which time both Lieutenant REVILL © 

and myself were running up the stairs and not facing each 

other. There were numerous people going up and @own the . . 

stairs at the time of ny conversation with Lieutenant REVILL . 

and the noise level was very high, making it very difficult . 

_ + to hear anything. Although I know Detective Ve Se (ORCETE) | 

} BRYAN, of the Dallas Police Department, by sight, ft ‘ao not 

. “xecall soeing him on this occasion or ever having a conversa~, 

sho: _ tion with Lieutenant REVILL in BRYAN" Prasence. or having a. 

_ conversation with Detective BRYAN. = ° os 7 a o 8 
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: I unequivocally deny ever having made a statement 

: to Lieutenant REVILL or anyone else that the PBI knew OSWALD ” ae : 
was capable of assassinating the President or that OSWALD 

  

possessed any potential for violence. pe > - 

I specifically deny ever having made the statement. - 7 ‘ee . 

as quoted in this article, “We knew he was capable of assassinat- _- 2 

vw 

ing the President, but we didn't dream he would do it." 

In fact, prior to the assassination of President 
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JOHN FITZGER\LD KENNEDY, I never had any information indicating   potential violence on the part of LEE HARVEY OSWALD. 

My Conversation with Lieutenant REVILL on November : - : 

22, 1963, lasted not more than a minute and a half. Further~ , 

more, I did not reach the pallas Police Department until ap= oe _ 

proximately 3:00 PM, November 22, which was after OSWALD had ne! 

* - been brought to the Dallas Police Department, identified, - ~ * a 

a _and was in Captain WILL PRITZ's office. As stated above, my ~*~ = 

- ‘purpose in going to the Dallas Police Department was to sit | . Le 

-" dm on an interview with LEE HARVEY OSWALD and I commenced this ~ 

assignment at 3:15 PM, according to my wrist watch. |. oe, mene 
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7 Onan A Lok Qe 
JAZES P. HOSTY, IR. 
Special Agent 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

2 Sworn to and subscribed before me on this day 

    

  

; Notary Public 
- ° ‘ ' Dallas County, Texas — . 
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