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~— OSWALD'S FIRST INTERVIEW SaE
'MOSCOW REPORTER IN '58
. FOUND DEFECTOR FANATIC .

PRECEDE :

- JOHN F. KENNEDY, THEN A SENATOR., SHE IS PERHAPS THE ONLY PFRSON TO
HAVE BEEN GOOD FRIENDS WITH BOTH THE LATE PRESIDENT 'AND HI1S SUSPECTED
ASSASSIN. SHE 15/ TODAY A FREE-LANCE WRITER ON SOVIET M‘]-‘I\IRSUv,Q T

. BY PRISCILLA JoHNSON /T e 5
* (COPYRIGHT, {1963, BY NORTH AMERICAN NEWSPAPER ALLIANCE\‘ *
_ CAMBXIDGE, MASS., NOV, 22.--(NAy{A)~-"FOR TWO YEARS NOW
'WAITING TO DO THIS ONE THING./ TO DISSOLVE MY AMERICAN _CI;'Iz;Nsu_IP,;_-
- AND DECOME A CITIZEN OF THE/SOVIET UNION." ‘f' ¥
THE TIME WAS NOVEMBER, /1955, THE.PLACE WAS MY ROOM ON THE rumn*
. FLOOR OF ‘MOSCOW'S HOTEL #ETROPOL, -THE SPEAKER WAS LEE HARVEY osmg
_-PRIME 'SUSFECT IN THE A?’SASSINATION OF JOHN Fo KENNEDY. ﬁ
_ WITH HIS SUIT-OF CHARCOAL®GRAY “FLANNEL,--DARK-TIE" AND' TAN £ASHM£R
SWEATER, LEE LOOKED, AND SOUNDED, LIKE JOE COLLEGE WITH A SLIGHT: o

SOUTHERN DRAWL, BUT HIS LIFE HADN'T BEEN THAT OF A TYPICAL CO;LngE !,
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RAISED IN TEXAS AND LOUISIANA, THE BOY SPENT TWO YEARS IN NEW YORK
DURING HIS EARLY TEENS. AT 17, HE ENLISTED IN THE U.S. MARINES.

"I DID IT," HE SAID, "BECAUSE WE WERE POOR AND I DIDN'T WANT TO BE A_
BURDEN ON Y MOTHER." - LATER, HE SPENT 14 MONTHS AS A LICENSED nnnnw
- OPERATOR IN THE FAR EAST. » SR

o""

GAVE LEE A DEPENDENCY DISCHARGE. JUST ONE MONTH LATER, AFTER AN_’f“
EXHAUSTING TRIP BY LAND, SEA AND AIR, HE ARRIVED IN MOSCOW 1O

FOR SOVIET CITIZENSHIP,
FOR DAYS, OSWALD KAD BEEN SITTING ALONE IN HIS HOTEL ROOM, JUST
ONE- FLOOR BELOW MINE AT THE METROPOL. WE HAD NO FRIENDS IN Rusqxa
AND HE DIDN'T SPEAK A WORD .OF THE LANGUAGE. THE ONLY SIGHTSEEING. -
HE'D DONE WAS TO "DETSKY MIR," A CHILDREN'S STORE ONE BLOCK FROM oun
HOTEL. KE'D MANAGED TO BUY AN ICE CREAM CONE THERE, HE TOLD ME~ 2
PROUDLY. ey
(MOKE )

y,/’///iN SEPTEMBER, 1559, HIS 3=YEAR HITCH NEARLY DONE, THE MARINESN.f:Z,

‘\;f ~ .HIS FATHER, AN INSURANCE SALESMAN, DIED BEFORE HE WAS BORN. _g.{ir;

PETITION THE SUPREME SOVIET,’ HIGHEST LEGISLATIVE RODY IN THE U.S S.R.._
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AS VE SAT IN MY/~YTEL ROOM ALL EVENING AND,lNTO THE EARLY nou§§“
OF MORNING, HE TALKED QUIETLY ABOUT HIS PLANS . DEFECT TO RUSSIA
'HOWEVER, 1 SOON CAME TO FEEL THAT THIS BOY WAS OF ‘THE STUFF OF
VHICH FANATICS ARE MADE. = 5
~ EVEN THOUGH RUSSIAN OFFICIALS VARNED HIM SOVIET cxrxzzusnlpi1§?nor?
. EASY TO OBTAIN, LEE WAS ALREADY REFERRING TO THE SOVIET coszNMENTT:'“
AS ®MYy GOVEKNMENT,® "BUT," SAID LEE, "EVEN IF I AM ROT ACCEPTED, -ON 7
NO ACCOUNT WILL 1 GO BACK TO THE WNITED STATES. 1 SHALL R£MA1NvHER£.'t{
IF NECESSARY} AS A RESIDENT ALIEN.® SRR i
" ALL SOVIET OFFICIALS WOULD PROMISE AT THE TIME WAS THAT LEE;COULQK-ZJ
STAY ON IN RUSSIA REGARDLESS OF WHETHER WE BECAME A CITIZEN. - :
MEANWHILE, THEY VERE "INVESTIGATING THE POSSIBILITY OF "SENDING . HIM TO
A SOVIET HIGHER TECHNICAL INSTITUTE.® S ".4'”Jﬁ7
AT AN AGE WHEN ANGRY YOUNG REBELS ALL OVER THE "WOKLD FIND RELEASE
IN APING THE DEATNIKS, WHAT BROUGHT THIS SERIOUS, SOFT-SPOKEN SOUTHzauﬁ‘
BOY TO MOSCOW WITH NO-OTHER AMBITION BUT TO.SPEND THE REST .OF: Hls’
LIFE AS A SOVIET CITIZEN? EVIDENTLY, IT WAS A COMBINATION or'
'POVERTY, THE PLIGHT OF THE U.S. NEGRO, AND THE UsSe MARINES..G;
' "MY MOTHER, ™ SAID LEE, "HAS REEN A’ WORKER ‘ALL HER LIFE. °%
" GOOD EXAMPLE,™ HE ADDED, "OF VHAT HAPPENS TO WORKERS I THE xnxtzn
STATES.® HE DECLINED TO ELABORATE. "AT THE AGE OF 15,% HE ADL D, :
. ®AFTER WATCHING THE WAY VORKERS ARE TREATED IN NEW YORK, AND' Nrcnoss'd |
:

. IN THE SOUTH, 1 WAS LOOKING FOR A KEY TO MY ENVIRONME/NT. THEN I

. }NAVA"‘.). ADD ONE Juniwowe vu\vku.-
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LEE WAS STRUCK, IN PARTICULAR, BY MARX'S "DA" )(APITAL. H:. Tt ?‘
CONCLUDED THAT, AS AN AMERICAN, "I WOuLD dECOME[ITHER A WORKER -

i~

H
i
EXPLOITED FOR CAPITALIST PROFIT, OR AN EXPLOITE }
MANY IN THIS CATEGORY, I°' D BE ONE OF THE UNEMPLOYED." LEE ascnuz1)?4>

| MARKIST. LATER, AS A MARINE CORPS PRIVATE IN JAPAN AND THE =7 ™74
f‘zA ~ PHILIPPINES, -HE "HAD A CHANCE TO WATCH AMERICAN MILITARIST xnpznanxs
- IN ACTION," : o . {;qa; :

FULLY A YEAR BEFORE, LEE BEGAN GETTING READY TO GO TO RUSSIA. ‘

TG

USING A BERLITZ GRAMMAR, HE TAUGHT HIMSELF TO READ AND WRITE. RUSSIAN.H

-"ar

_NEVER, - l‘AID LEE, A NICE-LOOKING YOUNG MAN WITH GRAY EYES AND BROWN ]j

e -

ke

: l HAlit, DFD HE CONSIDER DESERTING THE MARINE CORPS, "~ A

DID OT OCCUR TO LEE THAT SOVIET OFFICIALS MIGHT BE EMBAP?ASSVD -
e BY HIS FEFGET T0 BECOYE £ C1iI/EN GF Taiin COUNTRY AT A ﬁbmjﬂw}ud ‘
RUSSIA WAS CULTIVATING GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES? " ‘i};-

DETEI&MINF WHETHER HIS CI'FIZEN HIP APPLICATION WAS "TO. RE. ACCEPTLD-,
THEY GAID IT N FENDED ON THE "OVER-ALL POLITICAL ATMO! il’lﬂ.hE -kTngllE

| momEnT,
1! STAY IN THE U.S.S.R.

4 __CMORE) . :
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.+ AS FOR OFFICIALS A. THE U, s. EMBASSY IN MOSCO” \THEY WERE ronN“dl
_BETVEEN THEIR DESIRE .TO GIVE LEE TIME TO THINK 1T OVER, AND THEIP_
LEGAL OBLIGATION TO HEAR HIS OATH RENOUNCING AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP %
IF #E INSISTED. LEE WAS BITTER AT U.S. CONSUL RICHARD_SNYDER, -WHO :

D HIM WHEN HE ASKED TO TAKE THE OATH ON OCT. 31,

HE CHARGED, STALLE
'AS A RESULT, LEE WOULDN'T

THE ONLY TIME LEE HAD BEEN AT THE EMBASSY. -
GO BACK THERE. WE WOULD LET THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT/ HANDLE LEGAL”
DETAILS WHEN, AND IF, HE BECAME A CITIZEN OF THE SOVIET UNION,® ¢ T¢317?7
VEANVHILE, WG HANDED OVER HIS PASSPORT T0 THE AMERICAN anAssv._AAA,J;w~-
" 1 ASKED LEE IF THE ORDINARY RUSSIANS HE MET EXPRESSED. SURPRISE AT -
WIS DESIRE TO DEFECT. “WELL," HE SAID, “THEY'RE VERY CURIOUS AND. THEY
" ASK ME WHY. BUT MATERIALIST MUSCOVITES,™ HE ADDED, wUNDERSTAND WHEN 1 R
SPEAK OF THE 1DEALISTIC REASONS THAT BROUGHT ME HERE. ~-AND rnzv.*a f;}Ff:
_ ASK ME MANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THE MATERIAL CONDITIONS oF VORKERS IN rnz
UNITED STATES." S
 REGARDLESS OF ANY MATERIAL SHORTCOMINGS IN MOSCOW, LEE INSISTED
HE WOULD NEVER GO BACK TO THE U.Se A. “EMIGRATION,® HE SAID,u'ISN T'
EASY. I DON'T RECOMMEND IT TO EVERYONE. IT MEANS COMING TO A NEWY ,v_'
COUNTRY, ALWAYS BEING THE OUTSIDER, ALWAYS HAVING TO ADJUST. -BUT'JO ‘J

. ME,. MY REASONS ARE STRONG AND GOOD. ° -1 BELIEVE I'M DOING RIGHT \

“‘l
THAT VAS WHY LEE WOULDN'T ANSVER THE PHOE WHEN HIS MOTHER uasg %t
- o - R jﬁ&f-f»ﬁ&ﬁiiﬁig
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- RUSSIANS, OSWALD TOLD ME, HAD WARNED THAT HE MUSTN'T TALK TO

» : D1207A

CALLING FROM FT, WORTH, TRYING TO PLEAD WITH HIM TO RETURN HOME.w

HAD REFUSED TO SPEAK TO ANY AMERICAN CORRESPONDENTS. JUST WHY. H' q
ANSWERED WHEN I KNOCKED AT HIS DOOR AND WHY, ‘A FEW HOURS LATEK, HE 3.

CAME TO SEE ME IN MY ROOM, I NEVER LEARNED.

-DISILLUSION, I WAS SURE, AWAITED HIM. s
AS HE WAS LEAVING I ASKED HIM TO COME SEE ME AGAIN. THEf

ut

AMERICANS. BUT HE PROMISED, BEFORE CLOSING THE DOOR, THAT Hf
WOULDN'T DO ANYTHING DECISIVE WITHOUT AT LEAST LETTING ME KNOW'

ROOM == AND ASKED FOR MR. OSVALD, KER HANDS rsz up IN

'NQTHING- GESTURE.—"HE'S GONE, ™ SKE SAID,:. <
I'h WONDERED WHAT HAD HAPFENED .TO HIM sxucz.
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