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NANA-24. JOHNSON-OSWALD : 

—— OSWALD'S FIRST INTERVIEW hae 
o> or on on os os wend loceweeone oh * 

‘MOSCOW REPORTER IN ‘52. 

. FOUND DEFECTOR FANATIC . 

   
     " YEARS ‘BEFORE, IN 1953, SHE HAD BEEN RESEARCH ASSISTANT. OW, viETuAM FoR 

| JOHN F, KENNEDY; THEN A SENATOR. SHE IS PERHAPS THE ONLY: PERSU! Tree 

HAVE BEEN GOOD FRIENDS WITH BOTH THE LATE PRESIDENT ‘AND HIS SUSPECTED : 

  

   

  

! (COPYRIGHT, 1963, BY NORTH AMERICAN NEWSPAPER ALLIANCE 

" CAMBRIDGE, MASS., NOV. 22.7 (NANA Do~ "FOR TWO YEARS Now 

"WAITING TO DO THIS ONE THING. / TO DISSOLVE MY AMERICAN oe 

‘ AND BECOME A CITIZEN OF THE SOVIET UNION." ™ 

THE TIME WAS NOVEMBER, /1959. THE. PLACE WAS MY ROOM ON THE ATMIRD® 

| FLOOR OF ‘MOSCOW'S HOTEL 

. PRIME ‘SUSPECT IN THE A EASSINATLON OF JOHN Fe KENNEDY. + Os 

WITH HIS SUIT..OF: CHARCOAL” GRAY “FLANNEL” DARK--TIE AND: TAN “CASHMERE 

1 Vay BEEN % 
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_ .HIS FATHER, AN INSURANCE SALESMAN, DIED BEFORE HE WAS BORN... ! Ys 
RAISED IN TEXAS AND LOUISIANA, THE BOY SPENT TWO YEARS IN NEW (YORK. . 
DURING HIS EARLY TEENS. AT 17, HE ENLISTED IN THE U.S. MARINES. 

("I DID IT," HE SAID, “BECAUSE WE WERE POOR AND I DIDN'T WANT TO BE A. 
BURDEN ON BY MOTHER." LATER, ME SPENT 14 MONTHS AS A LICENSED RADAR.” 

- OPERATOR IN THE FAR EAST. : ae 
ot SEPTEMBER, 1959, HIS’ 3~YEAR KITCH NEARLY DONE, THE woes 

GAVE LEE A DEPENDENCY DISCHARGE. “JUST ONE MONTH LATER, AFTER Ms 

EXHAUSTING TRIP BY LAND, SEA AND AIR, HE ARRIVED IN MOSCOW TO." 

PETITION THE SUPREME SOVIET, HIGHEST LEGISLATIVE RODY IN THE U.S. S.Rey 
FOR SOVIET CITIZENSHIP, a os 

FOR DAYS, OSWALD HAD BEEN SITTING ALONE IN HIS HOTEL ROOM, ‘Just 
ONE. FLOOR BELOW MINE AT THE METROPOL. HE HAD NO FRIENDS IN es 

AND HE DIDN'T SPEAK A WORD OF THE LANGUAGE. THE ONLY SIGHTSEEING. © 

HE'D DONE WAS TO "DETSKY MIR," A CHILDREN'S STORE ONE BLOCK FROM our 

HOTEL. HE'D MANAGED TO BUY AN ICE CREAM CONE THERE, HE TOLD. te" 

PROUDLY. io 
(MOKE 9 
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AS WE SAT IN MY)TEL ROOM ALL EVENING AND INTO THE EARLY OMA, 

OF MORNING, HE TALKED QUIETLY ABOUT HIS PLANS w DEFECT TO RUSSIA 

“WOWEVER, I SOON CAME TO FEEL THAT THIS BOY WAS, OF ‘THE STUFF OF 

WHICH FANATICS ARE MADE. no i 

_— EVEN THOUGH ‘RUSSIAN, OFFICIALS WARNED HIM SOVIET + cxrrausutp‘a$ NOT® 

\' EASY TO ORTAIN, LEE WAS ALREADY REFERRING TO THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT ic, 

AS "MY GOVERNMENT." “BUT,” SAID LEE, “EVEN IF I AM NOT” ACCEPTED, “ON # 

NO ACCOUNT WILL 1 GO BACK TO THE UNITED STATES. 1 SHALL REMAIN ERE, m 

IF NECESSARY? AS A RESIDENT ALIEN." . —— ee 

"ALL SOVIET OFFICIALS WOULD PROMISE AT THE TIME WAS THAT iercowo 

STAY ON IN RUSSIA REGARDLESS OF WHETHER HE BECAME A CITIZEN. -*45 Soe 

MEANWHILE, THEY WERE "INVESTIGATING THE POSSIBILITY OF SENDING: MIM To 

A SOVIET HIGHER TECHNICAL INSTITUTE." Cd 

AT AN AGE WHEN ANGRY YOUNG REBELS ALL OVER THE “WOKLD FIND “RELEASE 

IN APING THE BEATNIKS, WHAT BROUGHT THIS SERIOUS, SOFT~SPOKEN ‘SOUTHERN # 

BOY TO MOSCOW WITH NO -OTHER AMBITION BUT TO. SPEND THE REST OF: HIS 

LIFE AS A SOVIET CITIZEN? EVIDENTLY, IT WAS A COMBINATION oF = 

‘POVERTY, THE PLIGHT OF THE U.S. NEGRO, AND THE U.Se “MARINES. one 

“smy MOTHER,” SAID LEE, *HAS REEN A WORKER ALL HER LIFE. “SHE'S: alee 

00D EXAMPLE," HE ADDED, "OF WHAT HAPPENS TO WORKERS IN THE WILTED. 

STATES." HE DECLINED TO ELABORATE. “AT THE AGE OF 15,% HE ADE ED," ry 

*AF TER WATCHING THE WAY WORKERS ARE TREATED IN NEW YORK, AND’ NEGROES: = 

. iN THE SOUTH, 1 WAS LOOKING FOR A KEY TO MY ENVIRONMENT. THE 

DISCOVERED SOCLALIST LUTRR ATURE + fo 

WI. [as ADD ONE JUNO Vubleee 
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L LEE WAS STRUCK, IN PARTICULAR, BY MARX'S "DAS KAPITAL.” He” ae 

CONCLUDED THAT, AS AN AMERICAN, "I WOULD BECOME EITHER A WORKER - 

EXPLOITED FOR CAPITALIST PROFIT, OR AN peor or, SINCE THERE 

MANY IN THIS CATEGORY, I°D BE ONE OF THE UNEMPLOYED." LEE neue | 
—_ MARXIST. LATER, AS A MARINE CORPS PRIVATE IN JAPAN AND THE « a . 

“4 PHILIPPINES, -HE "HAD A CHANCE TO WATCH AMERICAN MILITARIST LNPERIALIS 

- AWAcTION.* . a BEE 
 * FULLY A YEAR BEFORE, LEE BEGAN GETTING READY TO GO TO Russia. 2 
USING A, BERLITZ GRAMMAR, HE TAUGHT HIMSELF TO READ AND WRITE. RUSSIAN. - 

wee 

_ NEVER, © fap LEE, A NICE-LOOKING YOUNG MAN WITH GRAY EYES AND, BROWN’ |. 
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| HALit, DED HE CONSIDER DESEKTING THE MARINE CORPS, eee : 

: DID HT OCCUR TO LEE THAT SOVIET OFFICIALS MIGHT BE EMBARRASSED #*. 
ee 

wn BY HIS FFFGET 70 BECOME A GEITAEN GF Tne fic COIN TRY AT A MOMeyT HEN. FE P 3 
RUSSIA WAS CULTIVATING GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES? a SRE 
RUSSIAN OFFICIALS, HE SAID, "DON'T ENCOURAGE AND DON'T: DISCOURAGE ; ME of 

oF: “ut. 

   

   DETERMINE WHETHER HIS CITIZENS SHIP APPLICATION WAS ‘TO. BE ACCEPTED 

THEY GAIN IT DE PENDE.D ON THE "OVERALL POLITICAL ATMO: SIME SATATHE | 

   



  
  

     
      
   

   

NANA@26.. ADD TWO SoHSON-OSUALD oS : 

+ AS FOR OFFICIALS A. THE U.Se EMBASSY: IN MosCONTHEY * WERE TOR 3 

- BETWEEN THEIR DESIRE TO GIVE LEE TIME TO THINK IT-OVER, AND THEIR: 

LEGAL OBLIGATION TO HEAR HIS OATH RENOUNCING AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP’ ae 

IF HE INSISTED, LEE WAS BITTER AT U.S. CONSUL RICHARD SNYDER» WHO 

HE CHARGED, STALLE D HIM WHEN HE ‘ASKED TO TAKE THE’ OATH ON oct. "Bi, 

THE ONLY TIME LEE HAD BEEN AT THE EMBASSY. ~ (AS A RESULT, LEE WOULDN'T 

(GO BACK THERE. HE WOULD LET THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT! HANDLE LEGAL” 

DETAILS WHEN, AND IF, HE BECAME A CITIZEN OF THE SOVIET UNION," 507 = 

MEANWHILE, HG HANDED OVER HIS PASSPORT TO THE AMERICAN EWDASSYS | coe 

| y ASKED LEE IF THE ORDINARY RUSSIANS HE MET EXPRESSED SURPRISE AT 
- 

HIS DESIRE TO DEFECT. “WELL,” HE SAID, THEY'RE VERY CURIOUS -AND. THEY 

ASK ME WHY. BUT MATERIALIST MUSCOVITES, " HE ADDED, * UNDERSTAND WHEN I. 

SPEAK OF THE IDEALISTIC REASONS THAT BROUGHT ME HERE. ~“AND THEY: ae 

ASK ME MANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THE MATERIAL CONDITIONS OF WORKERS IN THE” 

UNITED STATES." 
eR 

REGARDLESS OF ANY MATERIAL SHORTCOMINGS IN MOSCOW, LEE INSISTED 

HE WOULD NEVER GO BACK TO THE U-SeA. wEMIGRATION," HE SAID, ."ISN' 1! 

EASY, I DON'T. RECOMMEND IT TO EVERYONE. 17 MEANS COMING. TO A NEW: Be 

COUNTKY, ALWAYS BEING THE OUTSIDER, ALWAYS HAVING TO ADJUST. - BUT FO. wo 

“ME,. MY REASONS ARE STRONG AND GooD. -1 BELIEVE I'S DOING RIGHT «RE ee 

THAT WAS WHY LEE WOULDN'T ANSWER THE PHONE WHEN HIS MOTHER. “vaste ey 
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”. CALLING FROM FT. WORTH, TRYING TO PLEAD WITH HIM TO RETURN RN HOME 6 HE | 

HAD REFUSED TO SPEAK TO ANY AMERICAN CORRESPONDENTS. JUST WHY- HE ey 

ANSWERED WHEN I KNOCKED AT HIS DOOR AND WHY, ‘A FEW HOURS LATER, HE 

CAME TO SRE ME IN MY Room, | I NEVER t LEARNED. Se 

-DISILLUSION, I, WAS S SURE, AWAITED HIM. 

AS HE WAS LEAVING I ASKED HIM TO COME SEE ME AGAIN. THE: 

RUSSIANS, OSWALD TOLD ME, HAD WARNED THAT HE ‘MUSTN'T TALK: To” 

AMERICANS. BUT HE PROMISED, BEF ORE CLOSING THE DOOR, TRAT HE. 

WOULDN'T Do ANYTHING DECISIVE WITHOUT AT LEAST LETTING ME” NOW. 
we 

TWO DAYS LATER I WENT TO THE SECOND FLOOR "DEZHURNAYA®.” seb ran 

-- THE WOMAN WHO SITS NEAR THE ELEVATOR AND HANDS OUT KEYS TO EACH | 

ROOM e~ AND ASKED FOK MR. OSWALD. HER HANDS FLEW. UP IN “A; cknow== #2 
ag tbede oapengs? 

“ NOTHING- GESTURE ..--"HE'S GONE," SHE SAID. «. pot , aT age 

I° Db WONDERED WHAT HAD HAPPENED .TO “HIM “SINCE.” 

EN) JOUN SON -OSWALD-NANA~63.° 
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