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: Tour lotler dated March 23, 1054, transnittod srpaclfic
guestions periaining to the investiration of Lee Errvoy Oowald
Prior ¢o the aoooosination of Irosidert Econcdy and rogqueste n
a reasoned ressonce to each gquestion, . a(")

&t tho oulset, I winh fo omphasize that the Zacts
availsble to tho IDI eonceruiny: Loo Dom ey Oocwald zrlor to
tho zazozesination did not suscsst in any way that he was,
or-would be, a threet to Drosident Denuedy; nor woro thoy such
as to roegquire the IDI to iafora the Socrot Scrvice of hig
preosozce dn Dallas or his employzzanl at thoe Texas School
Esok Dopository. S . CU)
The Cowrald ezzo was one of many thousandg of
investigative maticrzs bandled by the ¥3I. DTurinz the fiscal
Year ending June TG, 1288, tha IDI handled §85,T71 investizativo
raticrs in tho criminal, civil end socurity ficlds., Tho oxtent,
depih and wrgoncy of each investigation nagccescarily i dopendent
oa tho avallaklo facts in the cngo. & file cormcerning Cowald
was cponed ot the tine newspnnexs rensrisd his dofoction to )
fussia in 16592 for the purnoss of corralating information o
innemich 25 ke was conzidored a pecciblo socurity rick in tho
evanlt ho roturnsd €0 this country. Uhen we lcavracd im 12530
that his mothor was sonding hio money, wo intorvicwod her and
his Lrother, Nobert Cowald, to dotormino tho reason, Agadn. .
in 1C6I investipation wos conducted to doternine 1f ho was in
Didtzorland as we wore advissd Lo contemplatod enrolliny in
a college thore. Tho.investination was ro~-instituted ot the
tine of bio roturn to tho United States in 1002, and ho was
ingtervicved on two oceasions ia 1752 in an elort to ascortain
i2 ho bkad beeon rociuited by ¢ho Covict int
and to ovaluato him as a
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Tko fxventigation wes continued in 1973 when it was
reported that Cewsld had eorrosposded with "Ike ¥Worker,™ an _
ex3t cocrt copmrnist nowspaper, :nd 1t wam 2lso reported he
was engazod in activitles on Ih21f o2 bt Feir Flzy for
Cuba Conuttice (FiXC). Thaim investization was 4n progrers

" when be wos rerorted im Octohbor, 1733, to be 2a countact with
the Sovict Enbarzy in Eszica, sni oa Hoveslbor 18, 1882, 1a e
contact with tho Boviet Fulemey in Tashinzton, De Co The
purpese of the lavestizstios was to detersins ths extont of
bis activitios om Babhalf of the FFCO and tho ressong for h@ L{

contants with the Soviet Exhanslem,

In ghoart, Cewald k=d gons to the Zoviet Union &t
ths are ef minctesn 835 atternied (0 robounco Lis Azerican
eitizonahip. Es bid recasied; his passport bxd been rotursed
%o hix and be had beon perrdite the Ienazrtront of Biate
to retera to ths Usited &xoTicsa citiren. .
Xftor bia returs, be had gabecrided to "Ihs Worker,"™ had i
distrituted pumilets for thke FICC and hed admitted publicly
that be wos & Earxist, Ea had bezsn i3 coztact with ths
Soviet fshassy $a ¥ashizgton, U. €.} and it wzs reported,
kat mot confirsed, that he kel boen in ecntact with tho
Soviet Imbnesy in Boxico. Ths reason for his contacts with
the Sovicl Dnlursien vas poazibly to obtain visae to re-enter
th> Baviet Unlon. 43 previoucly isdicalisi, his activities as
kaoowns &t the tixze of the zogssmination ¢id mot surzest in any
way thrt Lo wan & dangerous subversive; that be wss vielating
/uy Fedoril lae; er tiat be reprosonted a throst to the
peroonal gafoty of the Pregident. 7here was £o bawis for -
the FEI to Escp Rhim onder concioxt chservation. Is the
skesnce of sty snformation akoviag Oorald to be & poesible
4hrest to the Iresicent, tlere wam no bazis to iaform the é}

U

8ecrol Zarvice soncoraing Osvald’s premence or caploymant in
Lallasm, Texas. - eddL T

The answers to your srecific g=estions are set forth
ia tha attzebed wosorasdun with tho excepiion of guestions
23, 28 and 29 which are beizg furnilshed to you by separate .
conzazxtcetion sioce oar angwexrs fnvolve clasuified tuoa-uun.(’v j

Sincorely yours,
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