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14 DR KING DEATH
SUGEESTS A PLOT

Judge Sets 99-Year Termm
After a Jury of 12 Men

Agrees to Arrangement -

Both Prosecutorand Defense
Doubt That There Was One_
Despite Slayer's Prole_s_t

By MARTIN WALDRON

Zaw

Specal to The New York Tumes f~.v_
MEMPHIS, March 10—James
Earl Ray pleaded guilty today
to murdering the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. and was
sentenced to serve 99 years in
the Tennessee State Prison in
Nashville,

The sentence was impose_d
by Judge W. Preston Battle in
Criminal Court after a brief
presentation of evidence against
the defendant to a2 jury of 12
men. 2
The jury had agreed in ad-

vance to the'arrangement by
the state andythe defense for
a plea of guilty.
| Both the prosecutor, Mem-
phis Attorney General P," M.
Canale, and Ray’s counsel,
Percy Foreman, told the court
that there was no evidence
Ray had been mvohed m A
conspiracy. o5

But Ray himself refused . to
accept these statements. .. -

A CONSPIRACY DISPUTED ~

N, e v
to map ‘Lservers OF

resolvi the
whether a conspiracy was in-
volved in the killing of Dr.
King last April 4 at a motel
here.

Mr. Foreman said it. had
taken him a month to become

T iconvinced that there was n¢

conspiracy. The Texas lawyes
said it had taken former At
" jtornev.,General Ramsey C /ag
zad J. Ed[,ar Hoover—ihie di

Continued on Page 16, Column 1

In a tense moment in the.

roccedings, Ray leaped to his

feet and declared that he did ;
not intend that his plea of

guilty should include a finding -
that there was no conspzracy.
Had Faced Death ,'

Had Ray pleaded not gmlty
and been convicied of firste
degree murder in the full-scale:
trial that had P‘f*el\ scheduled
- for April 7, he could have been
sentenced {o death,

if hie had received a life sen-
tdce he would hase been
elig'ble for parole in“13 years.
Under_the 99-year sentence, he .

- will not be eligible for fmro!e

until he serves half his term.
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»ges sere 401 L1 Jederal pnutelu of
tnsestigation, Jess than one day

< after thé laying to conclude
-there was no conspiracy..
, Ray ‘Can’t Agree’
A transcript of Ray’s remarks
“today showed that he said, B
“your honor, I would like to St o
say something. I don’t want to s
‘change anything that I have g
,said, but I just want to enter ¢
“one other thing. The onfy thing -
I have to say is that I can't .
agree with Mr. Clark.”
Mr. Foreman interrupted to
say. “Ramsey Clark.” ’ : :
“Mr. who?” asked the judge.
“Ar. J. Edgar Hoover,” said
Ray. *I agree with all these
stipulations, but I am not trying.
to change anything.” i
“You don’t agree with whose
theories?” asked the judge. :
“Mr. Canale’s, Mr. Clark’s,.
and Mr. J. Edzar Hoover’s about
the conspiracy. I don’t want to
add something on that I haven't
agreed to in the past,” said Ray.
Attorney Interprets

“{ think that what he said
is that he doecsn’t agree that
Ramsey Clark is right or that

- 3. Edgar Hoover is right,” said

Mr. Foreman to the judge. “I
didn’ argue that as evidence
in this case. I simply stated
that—underwriting the state-
ment of General Canale—that

thev had made the same state-} |
ment. Your are not required to said that Ray would be trans-
agree with it all, Jim.” ferred to the state prison at any
“You still—your answers to,time.
those questions that I asked; Judge Battle, who was
vou would still be the same?” chosen last summer to try the
the judge asked Ray. “Is that Ray case, said he believed that
correct? There is nof.hin% in!the settlement of 99 years was
these questions that I havea “just one to both defendant
asked vou and your answersiand the state.”
t0 them-—you changed none of; The judge said to those who
them at all? In other words, had cried out for Dr. King's
vou are pleading guilty to andslayer to be sentenced to the
taking 99 years?” electric chair that “all the
“Yes, sir,” said Ray. {trends in this country are.in the

I ~ & pony

Zmajority of cases, Hamlet waz!may have been acting at an-
iright when he said: ‘Foriother’s direction. \

{murder though it have no| “.None of the court officials
/tongue, will speak with mostiweuld try to explain Ray’s ve-
'miraculous organ.’ ” imarks although Mr. Foreman,

'his attorney, soft-pedled them.

’ In a long interview after the; : 3
| Unexplained Incidents
|

conclusion of the case, Mr.
Canale gave this answer to a| The - prosecution " acknowl-
'question as to why the state edzed thatt here were a number
would accept a guilty p]ca=of unexplained incidents that
ifrom Ray: . !

{might make it appear Ray may
“We decided at the start of have had some help in planning
\this case to treat it just as we Dr. King's murder. But these

“I think the main question direction of doing away with;wouid any other.”
that 1 want to ask you is this: capital punishment altogether.” And, he said, it has been his
are vou pleading guilty to| “How about conspiracy and policy since he became the
murder in the first degree inithe punishment of any
this case because vou Killed conspirators?” the judge asked. guilty pleas and recommend

co-:Memphis prosecutor, to acceptthat Ray had engaged in in both

iincidents may have been re-
:lated to other illegal activities,
:such as the smuggling activities

Canada and Mexico before Dr.
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Dr. Martin Luther King under “It has been established that
such circumstances that it the prosecution at this time is
would make you legally guiltyinot in possession of enough
of murder in the first degreejevidence to indict anyone as a
under the law as explained toico-conspirator in this case. Of
vou by your lawyer? Youricourse, this is not conclusive
answer is still yes?”

“Yes, sir,” said Ray. conspiracy.

So the moment, when the; “If this defendant was a
courtroom sat expecting Ray toimember of a conspiracy to
repudiate the agreement thatikill the decedent, no member

evidence that there was no

had been in the works sinceof such conspiracy can ever

Feb. 21, passed without Ray’s;live in peace or security or lie

pressing forward. tdown to pleasant dreams, be-
Ray was confined In  aicause in this state there is no

Memphis County jail this a{ter-{statute of limitations in capi-

noon after the guilty plea wasital cases such as this,

entered aid the stale had pre-|

sented puch of its evidence inithe case, my 37 years in these

‘punishment. iKing's death, Mr. Canale said.
; Except for Ray’s outburst! He said that the state had
‘over whether there was a con- evidence that Ray had smug-
ispiracy, the proceedings today gled narcotics into the United
‘went according to the script. ;States from ‘Canada, and jew-
’ There was some disagree- elry either into or from Mexico.’
ment over what Ray had meant’ Ray also committed at least
when he refused to accept the two robberies in Canada and
declarations that there was no one in England during his
conspiracy. ‘flight, Mr. Canale said. The

One interpretation was that prosecutor dismissed a report
Ray had agreed with Mr. Fore- that Ray had robbed a bank of
man to plead guilty without ex-'$27,000 in July, 1967, in Alton,
plaining his actions or mention- IIL 2 Lo 3
ing any possible conspiracy. ! The prosecutor said that the

The other interpretation was state had no evidence to indi-
that Ray was trying to say that.cate when Ray had decided to

“And while it is not alwaysithere had bezn a conspiracy but kill Dr. King. He said it may

that he was'so deeply involved have been as early a\ two

a trial of sorts before a jury..criminal courts have con-
Sheri#, William N.'Morris Jr.lvinced me that in the great

that he was guilty of first de- weeks before the April 4-slay-

greg‘_mgrjc; even though hejing or even before that. =
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3 e ‘_,,‘:p Prison with the About 1 rEiv iy

1 3,a of kbR the civil rights escorted £ V€ deputies, wi Sf

tealryt. : ighiseated in e ik -

Loon gig have some evidencejd rear door. He was wearing| The pr(,m,‘l;“" 20 B i

: de raci led blue sui leéxplained bri ot Me. Canan o R

fthat Ray had mace racist re-|a rumpie ue suit, 2 tattie lexplained briefly to the ars e P

| marks while in the prison. tale-gray white shirt, 2 blue tic‘what was happening. in -‘f',',,’,‘ —_ i

‘ oOrigin of Money and black shoes- He walked asinessee, he said, a jury must find is a pehig kL
H TR Ban

aizhough the prosecu- pbrought into the court through\

Ar. Canale said there was nolJ nis feet hurt him. He was;a defendant guilty in 2 murder|scaips on ki ;‘."‘“'-*-‘ A
reason 10 assume that the n_ot wearing theb jack horn-{case even if the defendant'trying 10 masa s b end ! i
rimmed glasses that he used as pleads guilty. or some okhoe & " x’"‘ Y
Lol i i

money that Ray spent sO freely e |
\dur'mg the year he Wwas free!® isguise when’he fled to| The state had agreed to ac—\ Judge Bawic:n M- “
‘had come from co-conspirators,waﬂada last April after Dr.icept the guilty-plea and would'said, “is a cor '*?ll ' T wsnn
! ﬂl‘lay.tl'xe ?axd. had sent a "““eix‘?{; Wastmd%r‘gere‘;l. . S0 recommend 2 sentence of 99 human judge™ "?"" Lt
: igiisos%?xriOStaTeor;’eryi'so?;'gif‘.c“};i‘man.yv:}?o mov‘:.d :fl.o join ‘}"rm;iye'a‘rs, the, udge said. i Ray's comm¢ Tl an re
' iwas an inmate there. Thereiat the defense counsel table. Can ‘each of you accept spiracy came wohens M Tew
s a report that Ray had told| The two mem, who had con-|that?” Mr- Canale said in k. {man had finishe: 3 faiag 3 S
drugs while he was an inmate tinued to argue through Jast|ing the Jurdrs if they would be "7} 4
Fin the prison. night over whether Ray should, uided by his recommendation,“ Af(ticr the ju dze Ba3 s
€ When the court hearing be-|aCcept the inevitable and plead Each of the jurors nodded. e of Ray's HERARS. (oM
4 no, \ Before beginning the tesu-" ate began pratting es 2

TR

s : D
gan today, five Negroes had guilty, o talk 1o each 1 2
managed to get imogthe court-|other while waiting for the mony_ 10 prove Dr. King's MU 8b§)fe\latgd Pt
room as spectators. They sat|judze- k |dre, Mr. Canale attempted m;been PfOVanz that D7, Kioog bad
quietly throughout the proceed- After  Judge : pattle had:dispose of the persistent re-| iven :v“‘ér ered, the sate cr vt
ings, which began at 9:45 AM,, opened court, M- Foreman rose| orts that Ray was hired t0 3s-i, 1’ g ‘K“‘j““cs"" he Rev. Sam
15 minutes late. ord asked that Ray be lawed|sassinate Dr. King. rrom 'Me:' 33‘;3‘_ Piegro miz yrt
Reporters and spectators had! to change his ple2 and P ead!, There have been rumors 201 idae amg:. : C .!;.ur.:o, 1w
been brought to the courtroom‘ guilty. He said that bot iing around that Mr. James kar ‘-Chf;ca' o DA L‘j.ro'," awyer frow
. before £30 A. M. after being! had already signed a“Ray was a dupe, a fall 8u¥, OTiihe Mgerﬁ hri‘s Cr.d-. T.‘ru-__- "o
. searched from head to foot by petition asking for this and t at{Z. met}nber’of a conspiracy, * r"?lnsp‘ccmrp N ECT’:;; Exampas
:  hand and bY machine. the Memphis public defender. *?“Qs e said. Bote s Bt (-;‘fj of 1w
g Mr. Forman arrived before! Hu2 W, stanton, and his SO %ha&e no proof other than yomicide squad, and o sy
g o'clock. He smiled and bowed! Hugh ir., appinted 23 co—coun-‘;_fw:; k;{lé da“;““J‘;‘;;::YEKH;gRJr-Ejense e 5;-”“5 a::: tp
to a few women in the court-! ol by the judge for Ray, Werel y arl RaY charge of A L i e

]

3

{  room, then sat down in one of prepared 10 SIET the petition. \a“ﬂdg arg;s I{:arl !_’\dayhalone. ‘of the F.B.L
| 4 row of chairs at the side 02 Mr. Canale $al Cihis staff r;‘aag Soad t5 ggohe aa;g‘, Mr. Kyles, who had lesed
i the 24-by-32-foot courtroom. agreed to accept the guilty plea, ¢ § LT pages pr. King to ¢’ (o hig Poerw
; and was recommending 2 sen-0 reports from “police officers’ on’the evening o3 A 14 1558
i1 “The Last Supper tence of 99 years Judge Batt “|—local, state anc national. He:s wsoul .‘g A et % A
{ W said they had eramined 300" or a “soul FEES ! g
‘ 2 ‘he was about {ive Of 3% ©r7E
]

%
i
|

¢
3

He looked at tWo jarge tables‘;motioned Ray to his feet. bieces of evi oo, And_three
c nf_ﬂz i 3 ! . . v 2 ‘g i Pl LR o
L%”;g‘e“g Hn»:;?;f m:rc‘lgls !?f{olt}elﬁ Explanation on Rights  |members of his staff had trav-"gfo mthlzr. {‘;Sﬁ,‘;ﬁ "“'.‘,.:.,'“ g
Tiere | Dr. King was staving" After expla}ining to Ray that;e}cgi thousands of miles in the potel when tb; ite b. o i
when he was murdered aad of he had various legal ng'hts”bmted States, Mexico, Canada pr. King in the right gide o Wb
the rooming house where Rav. such 2s appeals, that he mightjand portugal, he said. | neck, knocking b off Bt toot
{ was living when he fired m‘eélosex he pleaded guilty, Judge! we have no evidence that: ’ i
e dhot. Lo de said to Ray: “1s this what there was any  conspiracy in-| Heard Fatal Shot
et lopks ike the yast sup-é ou wax'\t to.do?" : ) volved,” he said. “If we arel Mr. Eskridze. the mitefesy
. Mr. Foreman said \ ‘:Yes,’ said Ray. «1 pelieve ever presented competent evi- for the Southern  Cro +*
?:h' Féreman was we-arin a't 0.” , ) A gdepce that thqre was a con- Leadership Conferende, -
Mr. g 3> wyas anything pesides this spiracy, we will take prompt Dr. Kin2 neaded, sad yrar 82

dark gray suil, & ark shirt and, gentence  of 99 years peen action heard the fatal (shot 8

a gray and blue Ue: The effect: promiséd to you?” \ Mr. Foreman “ followed Mr. overhead. M- O LR

was one of solidit¥s makingi® #Not that 1 Know/ of” (canale before the ju Mr. | walking dows 10 the pars®h

: i ry.
him appear even larger tha“‘; The judge asked Ray if any- Foreman wanted to question 1ot pelow Dr. Kitg
his 250 pounds. . ! one had pressuréd him to piead each juror individually to make! Dr. Francisco

a5 he waited for Ray 10 be| guilty to Dr. King's murder.  {SUre that none would refuse to autopsy ShOwe that 7
brought to the C°“‘f”°°m'.M” wNo, no one.”’ \ao along with the deal of 99 bullet killed | the <l rgts
Foreman reread - the ~peuition «Did you kill Dr. King under years in return for 2 guilt :
that_he planned 10 file before!such Gircumstances that it:plea. | ‘

‘ 'he had found 3 Ahe, x> wE

b the judge asking that Rav’s notiwould ma ou legall uilty| ¢ i i

uilty plea be set aside and|of muﬁer ciny the ﬁrsty dgegre);} prosecutor and Judze Praised {iater determined 1o b€ T
that Ray pe allowed to P‘ead‘:undcr the law as €xp ained. He also took the opportumty'.dcr weapon. and ey wral AL
Iguiity. {10 you by your tawyer?” (o try $e -prevent Ray’s guilty articles 03 the (sidesns * 5
Ray's brother Jobn. whom|  #Yes,” said Ray.: “1am plead- P2 trom tarnishing bis 0% ? block from the LocTe: *
IRay calls Jack and who vis‘sted‘ ing guilty.” iremarkable record of winning almost in front of 47
{Ray the day pefore Ray €5 ; - \favorable verdicts in murder house where Ra::_‘.:-u:‘*:‘"
i i ‘State Procedure outlined itrials, and to declare that he. earlicr that abzernont
{Prison in 1967, came into the Ray geemed {0 be having a,also, did not pelieve there was' The insectof parmts =
courtroom and sat in the sec-*\lime trouble with his voice. 1t.a conspiracy- nbjects found with 1
tion reserved for spectators. came thrgu%h ch:abr\){1 bc‘it w‘nh-:h ‘(‘jl neve drcxp(;‘c:tedl. hnp‘ad or being 2 ps!a;§:c x;pr! : s}
i . t much force DE ind it. 1t ha any idea that could ac-:c2ns of Scahitz w2z, $°8
Armloads of Exhibits \almost squcaked. . tcomplish anvthing but saving binoculars and & e $* 4
At 9:30 AM., as SP?CtatOYS; Ray's hair, which had been;this man’s life,” Mr. Foreman 2 T-shirt, 3 pair ol g2 *:'ﬁ
were tf ying 10 find easier fcs"‘,groomed close to his head, be- said. ‘drawers. 8 pa&iw“l"fi $
378 L aces on the hard theaterigan to ctick up in the rear a5 He said that he had reached hairbrush. 2 feanspsts” "oo
i seats that were put g the! his hair_dressing dried. ithe ~onclusion that there was pair of plies. 3 P
t ! courtreont especially for thej The jury, . which was im-(no conspiracy after more than paper BRgI A Ay Do
54 ?‘3)',“31' deputies began bring- pancled after the judse finished 50 hours of conversation with Apri 4,7196%. et WS
ing in armloads of exhiibts —{questioning Ray, incheded—twa Ray and a check of every min- REWS e Mo Y

a long shotgun box, a large red,Negroes. The first 12 namesiute of Ray’s time 3
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