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" "ASHINGTON,
ed States officials weighed
iy the guickest means of
aditing James Earl Ray

a Britain.

ystice Department officials
j that the extradition might
and quicker on
nds other than Ray’s al-
§2 role in the slaying of the
{ Dr. Martin Luther King
s General Ramsey
.t touched on various al-
#:ves during an interview
ke American Broadcasting
“s~--  television program
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By PETER GROSE ’

Special to The New York Times '
June ~ 9-——{not mentioned, according to
Justice aides—that extradition|
could be requested on the basis/
of a complaint that Ray was’
a fugitive who broke out of the|
Missouri State Prison 13
months ago while serving a 20-
year sentence on a robbery
conviction.

Legal experts believed that this
might make a more straight-
forward extradition case than
either the Tennessee murder
charge or a Federal charge of
conspiracy to violate Dr. King’s
civil rights.

State Department legal ex-
perts, Justice Department law-
years and the Governors of Ten-
nessee and Missouri were re-|
ported to be in consultation|
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OF RAY IS STUDEED
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made no attempt to talk iwith

Mr. Clark said that Ray
would not be questioned ex-
cept “in strict conformity with
applicable legal standards.”

Asked whether the suspect’s
European travels, some of
which are known to have been
paid for in cash, suggested that
Ray was being financially sup-
ported by others in a con-
spiracy, Mr. Clark replied:

- “We have to go on evidence,
on fact, not on theory or spec-
ulation, At this time we have
no evidence that James Earl
Ray was not acting alone. If
there was a conspiracy, it will

iibe discovered.” ;

As to the money for Ray’s
travels, Mr. Clark said:

“He is a person who lived a
life of crime, who obtained
money through crime, and I

about the procedures to be fol- /M@ .
Soxvedd pro ithink we can reason that this

While British officials havel 1y e oo e PO =
been quoted as saying that! ‘The Federal Bureau of Inves-
extradition could take as longitigation was unable to shed any
as three to six weeks, United:light on Ray’s movements just

s P ‘before he flew to London from|
Stz}tes ofﬁqals are hopeful Of;% Lisbon yesterday morning. i
quicker action. .

3 .4 A spokesman said that the
}Jean'ﬂhlle, Mr. Clark Saldrzportugese p()“CC had not yet

jthat the security of the pris-: supplied a report on his move-
joner, held since yesterday by ment so he could not explain
the British police, held top {reports that there was no one

prry for Avdnant Atiorney 210, Fays sssmed name
General Fred M. Vinson JI., Tondon-bound plane. :

who flew to London wilhin  If he left Portugal under some;
thours of the arrest. ,other name and passport he
! After conferring with Mr.é:inoucb;fmlla\;e ?}estroyﬁd the fal%e
vinson by telephone, Mr.‘E - nts, the spokesman said,
Clark said that the prisonerfpo-ialse b had only two pass:
had made no statement abou}"zwas arrested, both of them in
Dr. King's assassination Apru lthe name of Sneyd. .
4 in Memphis, for which he is e i g
‘under indictment in Tennessee.
Mr. Clark said that Ray’s
return to the United States for
trial “as quickly as possible”
was Mr. Vinson’s second pri-
ority in his .consultations with
the British legal authorities. -
! Mr. Vinson visited London’s
Cannon Row police station to
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see Ray in his cell, Justice
Department aides said, but

Continued aﬁ’a‘glr_i_é, Column 3
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