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-Was Ah‘ead of Pursuers but|i -
,' Doubled Back on Trail
‘,

EBv FRED p, GRAHAM
Special 1o The New York Times

WASHINGTON, June 11
James Earl Ray had succeeded . ,
‘0 l2aving a cold traijl for

3 “Mayhs he wasn't_ smarr at .. S AT : g
4 f10m YA laﬂ::: be he was 1 [ S R T R e S bk e
V A 1’!1'1 51 AKE BI KAY; oo gé’t’ais far asa;e’ugitd’f.'c:yﬁ tihe-time of Dr King's murder.Ibeen  able

i official said
S0 smart of him to double back

to London
weeks ahead

The official also pointed out
: that
‘| killed Dr. King in Memphis

April 4 left a
: evidence behind
ilabandoned his white Mus‘ang
| lautomobile

pur-| {the evidence that has been
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0 identifsshir
prints found among Galt's
Possessions ag coming from the

When the agency announced|
?ndA(?r;l 19 Rthat l}: had identi-

ie alt as Ray, ¢t € announce- 2 wra 2
ment st thag’ this had e left thumb, This was determfned
one by means of “a systeratic by the Position of the prints,
and  exhaustive search” of/In relation
latent fingerprints uncovered left by the hand, :
;p the D‘r.tKin% case aﬁinststge With this information, the
INZerprints of more than - i { :
rifle and other {000 wanted fugitives, The,;:c;ggute: sn}gled_ st
him, and alsc ‘agency did not give details of i’ et o pumts of want_ed
i this fingerprint check. lmen.B):v adding the known in-
in  Atlanta. The ., Today a spokesman explaineq formation about the suspect’s,
that most of the search hadage

today, “It wasn’t

when he was three
of the chase.”

Computer Found Prints

the man believed to have

' y the agency’s was able to narrow the cho
suing agents but was caught-';f‘?undv but there have been jcomputer, which contains infdown further to abogtcl;ocg
last week in Londog largely be-, ihmts that it is voluminous, ,’xts memory cells the fmger-]prints. When F.BI agents be-

isi- .. A0 F.B.L spokesman did con-
cause he doubled back on his firm today th# 2 computer /fugitives.

trail.
Sources here disclosed today
that American officials did not

h

Starvo Galt

AErints—of 53,000/ gan checking these by hand,

25,000 of the

: they found Ray’s riots from
This was possible because ajamong the firs{' Io%xthe'y ~ax-
teghmcxan of the agency hadiamined, S

been used to identify Eric
75 Ray. Gait was
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(the alias RZy had been using,/~

;learn until about June 1 that
the man sought in the assas-
isination of the Rev. Dr. Martin|.
jLuther King Jr. had fled to
{Canada on April 8, and from|.
ithere on May 6 to London.
Agents immediately began a
;search of  airline records in
about two days
llater they learmed that Ray,;
iusing the alias Ramon George'
:Sneyd, had flown from London
'to Lisbon on May 7, ;
I The focus! of the search
ishifted to Lisbon, and checks
made there on
iJune 8 when Ray was appre-
hended in London when he ap-|
peared at Heathrow Aj ort
to catch a flight to Brussels, * ;
Unknown to the Federal Bus
reau of Investigation and Scot- .
‘land Yard, Ray left Lisbon on
May 17 — wel ahead of his
Pursuers — and had doubled
back to London, where he fell
into the hands cf the inves’iga-|
tors following his triat, e

Announcament Corrasted.

i _ This belief on t0 part of the
‘FBL that Ray was in Lisbon
iled to the agency’s mistaken an-
inouncement last Saturday that
the had been pickeqd up at the
iLondon Airport when be disem-
ibarked from a Lisbon flight, on
this way to Brussels, :
{ Spokesmen for the agency
corrected this today, They con-
firmed reports from London,
E}]’at Ray returned there on May!
114/, ¢ i
Government sources insist’
that the recent disclosures of

Ray’s internationa] travels and
| PASSPOTt manipulations do not.
lprove that others were hel ing
tthe former smalltime holdup
{man, who had a long record of
Ebungled Crimes, okl
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