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By JEREMIAH O’LEARY 
Star Staff Writer 

The FBI's identification of 
James Earl Ray as a suspect 
in the slaying of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. was a sort of 
needle-in-the-haystack opera- 
tion combining intuition. with 
highly advanced scientific cri- 
minology techniques. 

The key decision was to con- 
centrate the resources of the 
FBI Identification Division on 
the existing files of known fu- 
gitives. These contain com- 
plete sets of fingerprints of 
53,000 fugitives among 187 mil- 
lion sets of prints in the FBI 
files, . 

Possessing only latent and 
partial prints left behind in 
various places by the suspect, 
it was necessary for the ID 
experts to begin checking the 
530,000 single fingerprints in 
the fugitive file against the 
incomplete traces left behind 
by the murder suspect. 
The FBI will not say how 

many_prints,.in its possession 
are con: nsidered a solid evi- 
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FBI Assembles e ae 
dence, but in no case was 
there a complete impression of 
a hand and many of the prints 
were of palms or blurred sin- 
gle fingers. The number of 
useful prints probably did not 
exceed 10, including those re- 
covered from the suspected 
murder weapon and other 
items the killer is believed to 
have touched. 

Experts explained that if 
they had had the prints of all 
Ray’s fingers, it would have 
been possible to classify and 
identify them quickly. With 
the partial prints it had ob- 
tained, the FBI decided it had 
to focus first on the fugitive 
file. 

By use of a standard elec- 
tronic sorting device, he fugi- 
tive prints were flushed out of 
the 187 million sets of points 
and the painstaking search 
egan, 
Complicating the task was 

the fact that the suspect's 
prints did not reach the FBI 
all at once. 
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The Vist ‘FBI flyer on James EB Ray, alias Erie aoe. Galt 

on April 4, The suspected rif 
was found almost immediate 
nd was flown from Memphi 
Tenn. to the FBI crime labor 
tory here along v‘th 68 oth 
items of evidence. Only parti 
latent prints of a few finge 
and a palm were found ont! 
rifle. More were found on 
pair of binoculars believed 
have been used by t 
sniper. Additional prints we 
found later on other undi 
closed items. 
New evidence -continued 

turn up, including more fing« 
prints as late as April 12.1 
noon of April 19 the FBI h: 
identified the suspect pr 
viously identified. as Er 
Starvo Galt, alias John Willa: 
and Harvey Lowmyer as_ 
reality - an escaped convi 
named James Earl Ray. 

This quickly led to Ray’s « 
tire criminal and military rc 
ord, his birthplace, his re! 
tives and much informati 
about his habits, past decuy 
tions and leads about jplac 
where he might take rete. 
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