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‘Phone Call 

‘On Shooting 
Is Unverified 
2 A Somerville, Tenn. man has 

reported overhearing part of a 

Memphis telephone conversation 

in which a white man spoke of 

shooting someone on a balcony a 

few hours before the Rey. Dr. 

Martin Luther King Jr., w 

slain, but sources closé to th 

investigation of the King slayin 

fncident cannot be verified a 

is believed to be without founda 
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= John McFerrén, 2 Negro cv 

Fights worker and owner of 

Stére in Somerville, reporte 

authorities that he overhea 

the conversation in a produc 

market in Memphis on April 

put attaehed no significance toi 

‘At the time.” fet ae ‘ 

= According to McFerren, h 
‘saw a heavy-set white man wit! 

’a scar on his right check using 

the telephone in the market sev- 

“eral hours before a sniper fatal- 

Ay wounded King. His account of 

‘conversation is -that the man 

er eS 
3, “Shoot the S.0.B. on the baleo- 
“ny. Don’t worry about the mon- 

‘ey. You'll get your $5,009. Don’t 

come here. Your brother will get 

St (the money) in New Orieans.” 

* The Federal Bureau of Tavestt- 

‘gation and the Department of 

"Justice today refused to com- 

‘ment on McFerren’s story but) 

‘authoritative sources said the 2 

“cident cannot be substantiated. 

* ‘The proprietors of the produce 

“store indicated that it is norms 

Stor tiem to call New Orleans 

“from: Memphis to order fool 

fshipnients. It is common fo, 

“them? to mention fairly large 

  

  * sums of money in these calls. 
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