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ener meQgeswe tue puspecieus Fe al nt toni ’ , apriberineonre. anne murderer Of Dr. Martin Luther King is that it is i : a drawn in terms of a conspiracy. To the non-lawyer, . : ; Stee a conspiracy means a plot hatched by many men, : . = ~ “worked out in great detail, and executed with pre- = 
cision. This meaning may attach particularly to “ 
that word’s use in the King case because of the 2 charge by Negro extremists that white America { 
conspired to kill Dr. King. But the legal meaning © 
of a charge of conspiracy, and the reason such a™: 
charge is used in cases like this one, are often } 
quite different from the image the word conspiracy .1 is likely to raise. tees 

In legal terms, a plot laid by two men to commit 
a crime is just as much a conspiracy as a plot 
hatched by two hundred. So far, no information 
has been released that indicates this conspiracy | 
against Dr. King involved more than two men— 
one of them allegedly Erie Starvo Galt and the | 
other a man described as one the accused said was:, 
his brother. If that is the extent of any conspiracy, » ; it is a far cry from the kind of conspiracy the : ‘ ise extremists have been shouting about. . “A . More importantly, however, the Justice Depart- * 
ment may or may not think it has a valid con-: spiracy charge in the works when it uses that ° charge in this kind of,case. There is probably no ; ‘ Federal charge other than conspiracy that can be - laid against the killer of Dr. King. A murder charge — 
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can be filed only by a state, not by the Federal Government. In several civil rights cases in the past, the Government has used the conspiracy 3 
A 

charge as a way of keeping full control of the_in- 
‘ 

vestigation and of bringing its full resources into play. A few years ago, for example, a conspiracy charge was filed in the murder of Medgar Evers, but once the suspect was arrested the conspiracy charge was dropped and no evidence was ever pre- _ Sented to indicate that more than one man par- , ticipated in that murder. The only other handle . _ : the Federal Government has in cases like this is to turn its evidence over to state Officials, let ~ them obtain a murder warrant and then ask the. } 
ATE a Jo g 

FBI to pursue the man as a fugitive. And the FBI 
= 

is always reluctant to let g0 of its evidence until 
7 

, 4 Case is sewed up. 5 ee, ; 
sE_ 

"It may, of course, turn out that two or more 
er 

' persons were involved in planning the murder of Be 
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Dr. King. But, on the basis of the information re-.; 
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leased so far and on the kind of charge placed j against Erie Galt, it is presumptuous to leap to 4 
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such a conclusion, tone ie i 
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