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m4 FINALLY HON OF 
A few minutes after the shooting, while blood was 

= til streaming from the wound in my face, I showed 
police the mark on a curb where a eullet or oun 

j 

| eapment t mt near me. Ce ") 

iL 3] Rock ‘n’ Roll 
centerfold 

~|Cuuses Serious 
Hearing Loss 
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Wouse WERE: Jomes Tegue, txlng 

, PO%eS ON Morrow isiond where he watched the Presidentio! motorcode. No. 1: 
ung when he wos struck in the cheek. — Stonding; No. 2: Texos Schoo! Book Depository; No. 3: 

(Continued from page 1) . 

It might have indicated that all the shots were 
not fired by Lee Harvey Oswald from the window 
of the Texas School Book Depository. 

But it was three months before the Secret Service got around to f 
investigating the mark - and even then they went to the wrong piece 
of curb. 

By the time the FBI subjected the mark to laboratory analysis, the wind and weather 
had done their worst to it. : 

And when FBI agents eventually talked to me they were more interested in my casual ac- 
quaintance with Oswald's killer, Jack Ruby, than the evidence I could give on the Kennedy shooting. 

Then I found that my eyewitness impressions given to the Warren Commission were pushed and 
pulled around to make them conform to the one-assassin theory. 1 can't go for that theory. 

From the caliber of police work I saw, the Warren Report settles nothing. 
The investigation into President Kennedy's sstassination must rank as the sloppiest piece of de- 

fective work in modern history. 
Let's start et the begi . and then judge for yourself. 

I was 27 years old, that fatal Friday in Dallas. I was an Indiana farm boy turned automobile sales- 

            wos st 

  

KILLED: John F. Kenne- - WOUND 
dy, President of the US. fy, Gover 

Streets come together in the triple un-' 
Gerpass, 1 was forced to a complete. 
stop. 

I walted a few minutes, impatiently.' 
for things to get started again. Then it 
became clear there was no hope of traf-; 
fic moving until the President went past.! 
So, like severa} other motorists caught 

Why He Finally Talked 
Here, in his own words, is why James Tague finally decided to tell 

his story te The ENQUIRER. 
“Boon after the Warres Commission report was released in ber 

196A, I bad good reason to feel giad I had stayed clear of the whole mess. 

“Because many other witnesses were being subjected to crank calls 
7 letters, and spiteful reprisals for having testified. 

“Worse yet, the death toll of persons connected with the case rose 
Steadily until K reached shout two Gozen. 

“Reading sbout such things worried me. 
“1 wouldn't say that J Geliberstely hid out — bul unconsciously that 

is fust what a4. 

“4 an unlisted telephone. ¥ always tived in apartment com- 
plexes, e people seldom know their neighbors, and where my name 
would not be om utility company records or real estate tax roles. 

“And I kept moving sbout, never Seaving a forwarding address. 
“Then one Gsy in January, 192%, I was started to learn how thorough- 

ly I had covered my tracks. A national magazine had set out to jocale 
me for an , but ran into 8 stone wall. They couldn't ind 2 
trace of me. 

“The magazine's ensuing article featured me as a mysterious “third 
victim’ — my wheresbouts Gnknown to anyone gince my sppearance be- 
Sore the Warren Commission three and a half years before. 

“The writer wonSered aloué sbout my fste and, in view of the raging 
controversy over the Commission Report, why 1 ‘chose silence.’ 

“Bilence? That made me laugh. 
renee oe Chee ee Bn etter’ to ida soy sory, an be give say 

impressions of what happened that dreadful day jo Dailas. 
“3 chose The ENQUIRER for this exclusive sccount for g008 reason: 

Because The ENQUIRER alrea¢y hed demonstrated a willingness to take 
an impartial stand concerning the assassination ~— and not meekly 
accepted the official cut-ané<dried version. 
“I felt The IRER truthful ‘ ESRURER woetd y present my full slory to the 

  

,, man, and } had nothing more serious 
on my mind that day than taking my 
girl out to lunch. 

But I should mention one background 
fact: As 8 youngster I liked hunting and 
gos 8 fair understanding of firearms; 
ater fo the Air Force, 3 qualified as an 
expert marksman. By mentioning this 
1 am not setting myself up as an au- 
thority. fust trying to make it plain that 
guns had been part of my life and J was 
Do quite @ stranger to them. 

Kt was the sheerest chance pe 

cession. My route to Gowntown Dallas, 
where my fiancee worked in @ broker- 
age office, Jed me into the heavy traffic 
caused by the approaching motorcade. 
In fact the traffic jam was 90 bad 

three 

in the same way, I gave in. I Jeft my: 
car, with fits pose just out of the under-, 
pass, and got out so I could catch a; 
glimpse of the President. 

I had to walk only a few feet to have: 
a full view of Dealey Plaza. Looming, 
abead was the Texas School Book De-; 

pository which overlooks the Elm St. in-; 
tersecbon. The lead cars of the pro- 
cession were already turning into the 

inter: . 

To my paralleling the porth side‘ 
of Elm St., was 2 terraced vane sloping | 
up ly to conceal the ugliness of a. 
yeiset yard beyond. The park was! 
pleasantly Jandscaped and dotted with 
colonnades, masonry walls and pillars. : 
In the center was a large gazebo, an or-' 
pamental pavilion. 2 | 

Not many spectators were near me.   where that on Commerce &t., 

   
spectators 

« 

fall to the 
ferrow) ond @ potrolmen heod toward knoll 

except for other motorists trapped es 1° 
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ground, o motorcycle officer 

in bockground, ----s-  - 

 



  

      

        

   

       

  a Wet 

  

  ore 

> 
  

Few people reclize thot @ third man was hit 
when President John F. Kennedy wes fatall 
wounded ond Texas Governor John Connally sort . 

Hr ae in Decley Plaza, Dollas, on Nov. 

Jomes Togue, struck on the right cheek by either 
@ frogment of bullet or @ chip of concrete kicked 
up by o ricochet, hes avoided publicity since the 
ossessinction becouse he believed it would disrupt 
his personel life. 
He believes thot his injury and o bullet mark on 
the curb near where he wos standing in Deoley 
Ploze were vite! clues to where the shots were 
fired from. But his information was ignored by 
flow enforcement egencies until months later — 
then used by the Warren Commission fo tie én 
with the theory thot Lee Harvey Oswald was the 
fone assossin. _ Loe, 

Togue is not satisfied with that theory. Now, for re RAE TE 
the first time, exclusively for ENQUIRER read- . 

=: ——— ->-~ ers, the 31-year-old 
; . _ Car salesman fells his 

full story. 
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“ Then there was ® second 

® blast, louder and eves more 
z Gistnct, as Mf from closer 

1- WOUNDED: sange. Pot Tecan Sorouemabile Locanae A that erent wae fo: 

    

     

  

       

      

    

° fing the gazebo. My sttern 
- - $s" But many were watching from the tion was se caught up thst I wes only 

“ ae re eet a Eee dimly aware of a stinging sensation in 
4 and in front of the Deposttory. my right cheek. 
’ 38 stood cc 8 marrow concrete island Then 8 third report followed quick- 
i Bere Commerce and Main Sis tun side hy, pol waiting — as the second one had I walked up the grassy 
: $ xe. — wotil the previous one died sway. | sree which separates the ; Hertz Rent-a-Car clock on top of| By now there was 8 great flurry of streets, still unsure just : building read just 12.23; movement. K seemed most frenzied in| what was going on. I noted absently, as I tried to pick the center of the park. People were run- I called out to the first ‘the President's open-top car 300 feet| ning in all directions, some up the slope.|man seed. The way iy | wondered if my girl friend bad| some Gown Some fell Nat and bugged! his muscles were : ! . fo lunch without me. the ground. twitching made clear he fresh and pot marked by of the limousines made the Somehow at the moment, sound didn't] was fighting a losing bat. LEE HARVEY OSWALD the film of dirt over the into Elm &1., and fluttering register with me. know that Ue with panic. He didn't He killed President Kennedy. nearby areas. And it was the curb identified tt as the Presi-| were moaning. swearing. crying out, answer me, because he ger pean, ra 1, 100. in spite of is 6 car. But my eyes never bad a|to me it was an ae cilet lace: was fust shrilling out the Big 275 oe the thunéershowers ear- t to seek out Kennedy. se. Faces were contorted in shock, fear| same question — “What's a % lier that day. There was @ report, 8 sharp sud-|and bewilderment, mouths were mov-| going 007” — te some The deputy tried to cir- crackle of sound seemed tojing. but 1 Gdn't bear what they were| one else. cle the place with a ball- in the air sayi A motorcycle officer ; Point pen, but the pen - Eunshot, I thought; but not neces-| But all the motion must have infected! roar from the fs- wouldn't mark. - from a rifle. It passed Neetingly|me with sctivity. 1 found I was retreat-{tersection. He tried to He said: “Well re ‘ th my mind that perhaps there|ing, moving te the underpass park st the curb in front member this location ? tome disturbance in the crowé and! nearest to my eS car. [of the gazebo. In his the manhole cover.” "¢ x beaver officer bad fired a warn-| This seems ke @ strange choice of haste the motorcycle fell I'm pot passing any “ BE is the air. shelter. Ht would give me protection from|over. He didn’t ‘stop to judgment on this y. , the sound didn’t seem exactly|the center of the park — but not from| straighten Ht, but went He was a man trying fk 'o that. There bad to be some| the Book Story! running wp the slope, do his Job, at a moment explanation. My swept over} Yet was my inctive line of re-| drawing gun when lots of others were veee -    too panic-stricken to 
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moments again, from his 
int of view; in 

= — Eddy ~— Wal- 
ers. Here s i Wes} 

J. Letbeler, Pro Sarge B- of the 
Warren Commission. IM fust hit the 
highspots as it fs printed “Hearings 

-| Before the President's Commission on 
the Assassination of President Kennedy,” 
Volume VII, beginning on page S46: 

WALTHERS: “1... went over op 
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‘- ATORS HUG GROUND os motorcycle cops speed toward triple un- “1. 62 It!” be whimpered to 

  

      

: mi moments ofter snipers bullet killed Kennedy. Pork is ot left. , es who Were near, “1 was right there] -+ (Continued on next page    
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bullet-chipped curb ond 

then, Togue says, time ond erosion hod chonged scor in concrete. 
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WARREN COMMISSION took 81% months to remove 
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whe saw him sit down. The officer 
2. 2{Continned oa next page) 

was hit. 
sin ised. oo, Sssassin 

es 
the 

¢ 1 where 

indoy Soirled) tt 

Ss $ 

ot sight shows w: 
NATIONAL] fiflemon firing toward 

te s¢ 6s SHQUIRER Poge_.18., 

\       _ omer us eee meme -   /



  

  

  

    

     

   

   

ee * . . 
. e , eo 

2 — ¢ oe 

¢ es : Ree ree metre — = wo re SS ST = 
a “ ° 

4 = 

Wostssed from precefing page) 
= contacted FB 

Bat Jeterviewss me ‘beaded ‘a tht 
Poe weet he a be a UirecBon, brus Bung «. 
Beem 

beck a few works to me veehae 
aay: tear Gat a 

, way of farewell: “We'll 

routine, that’s all. 
be ts ” 

This strengthened 
1 started te leave. M was Gifficut 

that as far as the 
— out through the door, because 

g the arrest of Oswald 
oat a es Were pressed 

; Geath had wrapped the thing 

against 
: 

up. 3 felt they did not see any point 
; 5 remember I heard someone say: ~ 

in looking further. They were satis. 
want fuy they arrested ts named Ov p, - >. - 

fied there was nothing more te leek 
wale Harvey Oswald.” i .* 2 There ts no reference to this Ute wfeeg « 
the Warren Comminare testimocy, * 3 | Nig. t) ‘ Ly a ; SPH ve given you the high pits 
The story of what happened to me Y’ e Zin GS . : : 

fe Dealey Plaza is taken care of tw $38 two or three Paragraphs ip the official _. - 
Leter wondered f 

Report of the Pr 5 Commission, "lay; 
a stock question, orien Cat Beem . 

@n page 116 of the Doubleday edition: ; 
g interview. because there was abso 

“Some Suggests that s third 

lutely mo reason for the interview te 

Shot may have entirely missed and 
take this tack. Or posstbi they stm- 

hit the turf or street the tiple un- 

ply figured that my age 

Gerpass. Royce G. Skelton, who watch 

might frequent Ruby's clubs. 

ed the motorcade from the railroad 

At any rate, I admitted I knew him 

bridge, testified that sfter two 

His interest suddenly whetted, the 

“the car came on Gown close to the 
Celesnes, ct Hered Of news| agent asked: “What Cal me ante 

tiple underpass’ and an 
that was released. of your association?” 

sbot ‘hit the left front of the Presi- F of Two days siter the assassination, T told him it was nothing of any cop- 

Gent's car on the cement’ Skelton 
}the I Bert Carried a picture sequence. Twice in my ihe g woke 

thodght that there had i 
e | showing the mark on the curb. fled Ruby's downtown strip joint, the 

os the fourth of 
- ge photeg oS : Each time the Stocky 

or 

i ‘epbher, Tom Di o 
Proprietor 

pape rd gor has ong 
«| November 23. So ee scurried 

lerpass 
‘ I was sure the police would be in|away. Once Pressed 8 ticket into , 

Dallas Patrolman J.W 
touch with me. ray hand which entitled the bearer to 

Poster, who was also 

But the feeling of bewiéerment 1|free admittance to his suburban cat. 

en the triple under 
£2 everywhere was increased aac Club, operated by his 

pass acre ® 
Iater that day nightclub owner Jack aor ere Grant. Viek was tate 

shot bit bear 

28 few occasions seen 

a miele cove o 
a ee ae Tega Tied beely with him at the 

the vicinity of the un 
cers contacted cgas. These encounters were, on 

ass Examination 
I Ligured the reason fer Bis mast | Part wiriclly routine public relations 

of this area, bowever, 
be that they somehow managed | things for @ nightclub proprietor. 

disclosed no indication 
to prove conclusively that all the shots He had simply impressed me as a 

ee 
fired by Oswald PTY ant al were] money-bunery bucksier with a vole : 

ca AEA fired ald. isposition. most sinister thing 

by either Skelton or ponderance of the evi. Then ln mis December 1 ssw somel Sei mat ne me Hite ag 
Foster. HOSTESS Evo Grom, Sence indicated that three Rewspaper account summing up the|he seemed to anger easily. 

“At @ different to Ruby/s sister, ron his Shots were fired the Com. | DE™ fh Story 3 € then appeared. it! But Jack Ruby was the one subject 

Eation in Dealey Plaza. VYeods Club, mission concluded that, 4 40 Satisty me, i al! appeared too!3 could talk about that seemed to in- 

the evidence indicated one shot probably miss- pat, with the loose ends neatly tucked !terest the agents. They wanted to 

that » bullet fragment 4id hit the street [ed the Presidential limousine and its out of sight. It convinced me that nol drain 
dames T. Tague, who got out of his! occupants . . . official notice had been taken of my So I went on: "Well. this can't have 

*| 
. 

tion between Commerce and Main day J tried to gli into my nor- might be meaningful, § felt. a 9 " used to make 

Be Pear the ingle underpass, was! mal routine. Selane impossible.| 4; the same time J read that the frequect alts a PRCTS fused to make 

hit on the cheek by an object Suring'! was Selling cars. Nobody seemed in. FE! would be one of the fact-finding i 

the shooting Within a few minutes ‘terested in buying. end to fell the! agencies reporting to the special in. Daniel” 
Tague reported this to Deputy Sheriff; truth 1 Gidn't feel much like selling vestigative committee which Presi- 
Eddy R. Walthers. who Was examin- about assassina-| dent Johnson st . Sot 
ing the area to see if any bullets had _! ¥2s keyed up the ie. = coal j * « 

9 raed a oe 

      “ 

  

struck the turf. Walthers immediately         s g $ a 4 & § 3 

Sppeared a bullet had hit the cement 
“According to Tague. ‘There was 3 Mark quite jously that was a bul- let, nad it Gas very fresh’ 
“In Tague's opinion. it was the sec- 06 shot that caused the mark, since 

Sppears to have been recorded in the contemporaneous report of Dallas Pa. tolman LL. Hill, who radived in around 12:40 p.m.: ‘I have one guy 4 , 
co 5, tee, that was possibly hit by @ ricochet “acd = as 

: 
from the bullet off the concrete,’ FATAL RIDE: President John F. Kennedy rides with Texos Governor 1 knew it was evidence, valuable 

“Ecientifie examination of the mark John Connolly (center, in front of JFK), and Mes Jocquetine Kennedy dence, and I remembered much 

@n the south curb of Main St. by FBI thidden behind Connolly), in open cor moments before he wos shot. momentous crimes in which evid 

experts disclosed metal smears which 2° “were Spectrographically determined to be essentially lead with a trace of an. i timony.’ The mark on the curb could = have originated from the Je24 core of 7 ® bullet but the absence of copper pre- Cluded ‘the possibility that the mark oa the curbing section was oe Z aD unmutilated military fu metal. ee. Jacketed bullet such as the bullet from & Governor Connally’s stretcher,’ * 
The Commission pondered over which , oF shot missed, but seems of the firm pi — that there were only three Ee altogether. 
It says: “Even { i were caused by 8 bullet fragment, the mark on the 

tified conclusive! Sie nat be Men. - — 
1M usively w any of the — three shots fired’ Under the circum. DEATH OF PRESIDENT: President Kennedy slances $ might have-come from the his wife immedrctely oftor @ snipers bullet 
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Peperience, bal without revealing my HEADQUARTERS CONFUSION otter orrest of Oswoid coused Dol 
=” police to sidetrock Togue when he tried to report his story to them. 

the break in the curbing mi; 
| peant erat Gent only e 
been conducted 

Some scquaintance of mine had 

experience, bul without rev. 

pitied AP wanene te Kent ay [Shows clearly thet Liebeler tried to 
bame The wire service referred him | jn, conforming 

sory. 

E 5 ‘ : 
° was the faulty system employed by | termine just what you beard when the 

the Commission shots jf D 
What I mean is. this taking of testi-| And again, just s Little while after 

mony wes not like a trial. where op-! that, 
posing lawyers make sure everything | put a 
that may have a bearing on the mst-| “Do you think it is consistent 
ter §s brought out. with what you beard a: 
Actually. I was fust giving a state |day, that the s cald have come 

ment to one man, . Ané while | from the sixth Door of the Texas School 
I bave no right fo say what was ts| Book Depository?” 
Liebeler's mind, it seemed fo me that} 1 bad to ansxer “Yes,” 
My experience was being tugged into/H was “consistent,” Certain} 
shape fo fit the slready-accepted| would also be consistent 

facts. more shots bad come from sotewter, 
Somehow J felt constrained sbout|eise Only of course he didn't ask that 

putting forward anything that might; I'm s salesman, and J know s sel. 
- Gisegree, making more work and more|ing job when I see one. That's what 

trouble Never mind about the noton' the interview was. I did mana 
that it might lead to shedding more itn a hint of my susp! ! 

of the park I said: “,.. Light on what happened 
Ny festimony before Liebeler fsjmy fir: 

published on pages 552 to S&B of Vol-ithe, whatever you cali the monument, 
ume VII of the Warren jonior whatever H was —... 

bearin body was throwing firecrackers up   The epublished record Mustrates | there, that the police were running up 
what I am talking about. J think there to see what was going on, and 

ee Set apeunmeme «this was my first impression.” 
~ ae ee ae this off by suggest 

ing that panicky activity there 
‘which sctually came after the shots) 
was what drew my attention. 
The record quotes him: “Your im- 

pression of where the shots came 
{rom was much the result of the ac- 
uvity pear No. 72” 

I answered: “Not when J heard the 

     

E 

But be went on immediately to othver- 
er details, and even tried to sugvest 
that I couldn't place the sound because 
it was echoing around. 
According to the record, he suid: 

‘ was in fact g considerable 

I answered: “There was no echo 
where I stood. I was asked this ques- 
tion before and there was no echo” 

He never opened the sub of 
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‘aced questions of 
non-controversia) nature. 

14 264, also, something that 
lume of testimony does 

e clear — that a preliminary 
as a brief rehearsal of the 

with Liebe! 
. Uke 

: He Re
 

a
t
 

u ay
 

to
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BE 
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St
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ler suggesting 
& warm-up to get 
television perform- 

6, 1964, the Commission 
aroun to removing the 

curbing — eight and # hsif 
the in’s 

B & 3 

ores 

ial ag
e 

my thinking ané lead ime gently, 

      
je4 there was nothing to the report, the 

| tograpber Tom Dillard on November 

       o¢ Lite é 
STRIPPER Tommi True’s dotes 
with Togue’s friend interested FBI 
more thon his eye-witness story. 

concrete pear @ sewer manhole cover. 
The Secret Service solemnly conciud- 

concrete was undamaged. 

But the agents had looked in the 
wrong ! A photograph of the 
ex menhole cover looked at by 
Secret Service is shown in the War- 
ren Commission report — and it fs 
pot the sewer cover near which I stood 
The FEI eventually also got around 
fo taking some photo studies when 
the Warren Commission requested 

further information about the picture 
of the mark taken by Dallas News pho- 

sew- 
the 

  

the area of the 
azebo. Their have bees 

published but 
On page 572 of Volume VII of the 

Warren . Abra- 

: bering 
2 station wagon in the railvard back- 

ed up against @ fence adjacent to the 
park. 

Several spectators saw it after the 
shooting. and wondered af the large 
mumber of overlavping footorints on 
the muddy ground bv the tailgate — 
as if someone had waited there a long 
time. 

Yet when officers went to see who 
owned St. perhaps to search the car, 
ft was gone. 
Were other obvious clues ignored us- 

ti! too late? This is an important ques- 
tion, one I often wonder shout. 

A reading of the Warren Report sug- 
gests that other things were brushed 

off and that conflicts in the testimony 
were resolved in favor of the precon- 
ceived picture of events already held 
by the investigators and those im 
charge of hearing evidence. 
The wounded survivor of the 
Dealey Plaza shooting. Governor Con- 
nally, is reported to be satisfied with 
the one-sniper theory. 

1 am not. 
— JAMES TAGUE 
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NIGHTCLUB CARD handed out ot Togue odmitted he hod met Ruby briefly © few times. “ 
Sock Ruby's Corousel cafe, where 

  

  

 


