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have here. And 1 hope and pray you take the ways of this beloved valley with
vou in your hearts, souls and minds, and you alwavs live up to them. May the
Lord go with vau wherever vou go. God bless you all my children. My Heaven-
ly Master has beon so good to me He gave me life, and a normal body and mind,
and no greater «ift can be given, He gave mé o home in this our beautiful valley,
and the many friends and neighors who have bren so loyal, and good to me. And
He has spared me to live a long life.”

“My Heavenly Father has given me little money, and no diamonds and jew-
els, but he has given me riches that are all about me. To me this humble build-
ing we are now in has always been a palace, and the road from my home to it,
and all the roads and trails over this valley are paved with gold. The wild flow-
ers, the songs of the birds, the brooks and crecks, the waterfalls, the surround-
ing mountains, the voices of children in Jaughter and play, the growing crops,
and the things that make up life in this valley, are precious jewels to me. 1 can-
not enumerate the many good and Godly things of this valley that to me is an
earthly paradise and brings joy ic me. What can be more inspiring and impres-
sive than some of the sunrises and sunsets of this valley I dearly love to behold "

“I know of no place better in which to find God than right here in this val-
ley. but he can be found in the ghetto of a city, or any place if folks will just
look hard enough for Him. Wherever you should go, take a Bible with you, and
read some in it every day, and do not forget to pray. ‘Too many of the Negro
race are losing sight of God, and the same is true of the White race. The Bible is
2 precious jewel that all races of America should have in their homes from the

lowest to the highest rank.”

. 1 pray the Negro race of America ‘will proceed cautiously, and conserva.
tively, and not act too hastily in demanding civil.ri i

a way for this to be handled so no harm wifl gl:‘;:\ertlgh;: ﬂ:; thelr e .}3“" 2
ard America, and that way is the Lord's way in whi B e oy foLagr TAce
lution has no part. Patience has meant a Ioz:y!rl)nl}‘: ﬁh e T G reve
tury, and patience can mean a lot .ﬁ\ore He who l'emA e:r(;] el !hg iy
surely destroy himeelf, and will do gréat harm :ndos'es‘ a’ste and Violence wl]l
peorle, and to his nation. Viol ; mjury' lo the cause of his
m"w:, enem’ies e M g?c:,grelg:sm the rank and power of his nation and

“When 1 leave this House of the
bhack 10 my }ame, 1 do not do this witlf;dh:aigwh;:?:ncﬁ‘; :;23" o,fmrf.‘:d 'bl:,lk
rugged, but I find happiness in knowing 1 have left behind m 5 !Mi' i
smenth trail for others to follow, and I have plaméd many flower : g = eMb "}\:,
es on the way. I realize my voice will soon be stilled, but there wi';l gem:no‘:}i r
to ta¥e my place just as the songs of the succeeding g'cneralions of birds will e
on in this valley like they have for thousands of ycars past. 1 hope the pea gl;
this valley will be eternal, and as I slumber in my grnvelwllnere fgr arm ;ea\?e
he!p?d bury the dead so dear to me. that peace will prevail, and nothsi,rc\ will mar
2(1:\:; ;‘r’g l\;rnt?er:oqd,‘;be goo%m;ss. the tranquility and the way:g of right-

S s e Lord, in this ou S i
o0 will toosard 21 e r Valley of the Angels where there is peace and

“Let no* vour ambitions be to seek too strongly after i =
Yal trinas of life. Such can be a curse to an indivisual, orr!:l:h:;'c:ng ;::sor:.;ieard
best live a short life full of hardshios. and goodness and God, than a long life of
eas> and luxury full of hadress, and the Devil. Let your life be as clean and pure
as the air of this beloved va)ley in the coming of the clear dawn as the sun com-
es creeping over the mountains to cast its golden rays down upon our homes, and
lanc:, snd the wildfow] Jeave their roosts. and berin to sing their songs of aiapre-
ciat for the lightemina up of their world, and the wild animals stir from their
homes< thankful for the coming of the dawn.”

“I love my lond, T love my people. and when I die I want my funeral to be
held 2t this church, and I want mv casket draped with my nations flag which to
me is the greatest svmbol in all things of the whole wide world today and all
historv. Now in conclusion T wich to pray my last praver as your pastor.”

“Oh Heavenlv Fother and Almigiity Creator of all things, how glorious Thy
Love, and How Great Thou Art. I am thankful to you Dear God to be your hum-
hle servant, and a minister of Your cospel for manwv years, and to be able to de-
liver this my farewell message 1o those who have heen so faithful as members
of thic church, and in which we have been blesced, and several visitors who are
my friends with an appreciation and a love in their hearts for me as your hum-
ble servant. I do not have the words to tell them and you the many things I
would Jove to, and the tears flowing from my eyes speak messages of their own
from my heart. mind and soul.”

“Several of our Negro young men are away overseas fighting for their coun-
try as members of the armed forces of our nation. and dear God please protect
them. and mav thev survive the batties, and mav they return to their homes and
familice in this valley safe and sound. Oh Lord we know the pain and sorrow
and grie?. and broken hearts caused by the deaths in battle of our valley’s sons
who went awav.in past wars as members of our nation's armed forces, and are
buried in our local cemetery.”

“As thv humble servant my Dear Master 1 pray that there will be peace, in
all the cities. and other places of our great nation like there is in this beloved
valley. and there be peace on all the earth, and good will toward all men. Dear
God. bless and save America.” Amen.”

Slowly Parson Ravenfane came down from the pulpit with his old Bible in
his gnarled and feeble hands, and walked unsteadily to the entrance door. ‘There
a< the rongregation filed out one hv one he shook their hand and said “Cod Rless
You " The entire congregation had remained on the church grounds, and immedi-
ately after he had shaken hands with the last one, he started walking toward his
home. When he had gotten a part of the way down the lane he turned and waved
+o thoce watching his footstens, and great and loud cheers came from them. Then
with a smile upon his face he turned and continued on down the road to his

humbie home. .

Within a few months after Reverend Ravenfane preat}.\ed his farewell ser-

mon due to his health condition he had to become a shut-in, and a few weeks

later one of his friends of the White race called at his home to visit with him.
Brother Ravenfane said,

In the course of a conversation between them i .
and the colors of their skin has no bearing upon

loves all le of all races, 7
their treat‘::negrp:t by Him. And God is in the little church of the wildwqods of this
valley, the same as the churches and cathedrals of the cities of America.”

A month later Parson Ravenfane passed away, and I often think of him as
being 2 living examp'e of a great and true American leader who stood for the
right in all things. I think of how if the life's work and teachings of this hum-
ble man that has taken root as 2 vine of rightousness covering Angel Valley,
could continue tn grow and cover all of‘Amcriu. what a blessing to our nation

i

i les i uld be. &
el g e John Park Cravens

March 24, 1968
Russellville, Arkansas, 72801
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THE NEGRO PARSON’S FAREWELL SERMON

— By John Park Cravens —

The congregation bucun to gather a ‘4:_ i

:ggnfire}:!ml’: house l:xr;eted ind!heghoaulif:ﬂ":-(t‘.lr‘al irt:-tr;“:f 2":-:?%;??3"&3%’3
y mountains, and inhabited b < i
had been given their freedom many yem?.; (!l;;::_‘r-‘\dcnts e e

The valley was known by the Negro people 3s “The Valley of the Angels,”
bgr_:auso of its rugged beauty, its forests, fields and streams, and its law abidin'g
citizens, and their religious and peaccful attitude. Its folks ﬁad to toil very hard
becan_w 'they were farmers-stockmen combined wﬁh znrdénx’nn, trapping, r1:13:.mv.ing
and fishing. Irregardless of their Jfumble homes and toil, and hardships, they lov-
ed life, and were happy, and satisfied with their lot, and wi Y j
diced Y. sfie t v ere In no way preju-

iced. and had no hate for anv other race of people.

The focal point of the val]ey was the combination church and school house,
a battered type of old building that in the pioncer days amateur carpenters of
tr‘;nNezro' race had managed to build with their hearts in the work, if not the
;re«m;ﬁ?;lad lf)of]d!?mpt‘r _construction. The lack of money to pay for the paint

e building being painted. and its general appearance for many years
has been a svmbol of rusgedness, and humility, and a gesture by people who had
R:ﬁersec: t};e lnéi!s of 'bon';iago. to recognize God in all His Glory, aﬁd ‘:o live their

n accordance to the customs of Christianity, va
their nation, and as thev onlv knoa-cil.r snity;and the ways and teachings in

The Revererd Luci J Ravenfane, recoenize < 2 Py
valley, and known as The Parson. wns a sclf ’gﬁgal:d l!}::n:"(ft' r;:e\yhtﬁ:;:f::;
was born with a gift for leadership. For over fifty vears Brother Ravenfane ili!h-
fully served as pastor of the church, and as the school teacher of the valley. The
time had now come when infirmities had forced him to announce his retirement
and many people had gathered to hear him deliver his farewell sermon }! was a
beautiful dav, and oractically .all the folks of the valley were on the church-
house grounds awaiting his coming. For sometime they watched the road he used.
and by foot had trod over it from his humble home to the combined church and
school hmf<e for countless times over half a century to preach the gospel. Some
fof :xs W’):}tc‘{olk alcllmirr..n\ and friends had come from a town many miles away

AT 1s f{arewe! sermon.

“There he comes.” exclaimed one of the church deacons. 3
awaiting him looked down the road. They saw a mc:n s(ooc;g lr:)rr‘r':’ me??om‘;
time who was very feeble walking slowly along with the burdens of his age, and
lopz vears ollservirr bearing down upon him. But in his stride he showe.d he
still had a pride, and a determination, and a spark of fire he had always had
within him as a teacher and nreacher, and a servant of his people for almost six-
1y vears. His long white flowing hair made one think of a lion and its mane. His
wrinkled and weather-beaten face, and his knarled hands showed the results of
his toil besides his work as a teacher and preacher. Under his arm he was car-
rying his much worn old Bible just as he had done for many decades.

As he ended his walk down the road there were tears in his eves, but a smile
upon his face. And those awaitinz him, followed him into the church, and he soon
beeun his farewe!l sermon. “Brethren and sisters. and children” he begun softly.
“When I walked down the road from my home to this house to deliver to you this
my last sermon, T did not walk alone. Jesus teld my hand, and walked with me
all the way just as He has in all the journevs and paths of my life for many
years past. This my farewell message, I shall deliver to you now. is inspired by
the Creator of all the peoples of all races. and is not only about the world of to-
day, but the world of the past, and the future, and is about Gods Kingdom and.
His children. The subject I can only touch upon in a humble and small way, and
on;r g’he Lox;:!esknows the many things covering it, but as His obedient servant I
wi o my ) 2

“I now stand before vou as one of the many billions of creatures in His image
that have been created by our Divine Creator since the dawn of time, and with
your blessing I will use mv forefathers, and my life as examples in bringing my
message to you this beautiful day, and the last time I shall stand in this pulpit.
and !nhyou :ards inspired by Our Heavenly Father to whom I owe my life and
evervthing dear to me.”

“As you know time moves swiftly, and our days on this earth are numbered,
and every generation has its day, and another moves in and takes over. Always
remember as long as you walk with God vou are safe from Satan. And the same
is truve about nations. and races and civilizations.”

“Now let us go back to the beginning of me as an example of the Negro race.
Far bevond this valley of my birth, the home of our American forefathers the
past 300 years or more, and beyond the seas is that land called Africa that is
known as the cradle of civilization, and is inhabited by races of peoples of var-
jous tvpes. Some of the races were highly civilized, and had cities of culture, and
some were in a barbaric state compared to the Indians of America and worse,
and composed of various tribes with different dialects. languages and customs as
were the peonles of Spain, France, Germany, Italy, The British Isles, and other
lands. when they were barbaric.”

“The greater number of our American Negro African forefathers raided and
captured. and sold into slavery, were members of African tribes compared to those
of American Indians of that day and age. The treatment of our African Negro
forefathers was far more barbaric, and worse than that of the Indians of Ameri-
ea who had the advantage of living and dying in their own land, and although
discriminated against. they are recognized by the White race as the First Ameri-
cans with racial social equalitv, and those of the Negro race are not, Our African
forefathers were driven from their homes like so many cattle, and4¥ere sold into
slaverv as if they were animals, and taken in chains in ships under inhuman and
Ungodly conditions across the seas from their native land to América where they
become the property and slaves of white people. And for over 300 years they had
to live in this barbaric and bondage state until President Abraham Lincoln de-

red them to be free.” 4
=8 “During the centuries of American slavery by our African’ forefathers, the
greater percent of the number of slaves were born in The United States, and all
members of the Negro race of today, and their forefathers for the past three cen-
turies, are native born Americans, and America is our heritage, T.g\ the only one
we know. At the time our forefathers were set free, some of thém were owned
by. and were slaves of American Indians.. Family ties, love, customs, and all
things were as dear to our AA!ri:an .(orehthers as those of the American Indians,
the White les of America.”
wnd “Africa mdp;a?er lands the home of the American Negroes forefathers of 300

ans nothine to the American Negro of to-day. and ‘we are a
2od race. And besides there are a grett percent of the num-
o have white blood flowing in their veins,
not be denied in its coming to the

to 400 vears ago, me
thoroughly Americani
bers of the AmericsndNegro r:‘ce whi h
nd the laws of heredity in this respect can Y
;ore. Our American Negr)(; forefathers adopted the ways of and the means of their
White and Indian owners and masters, and they have had many influences and
rolls in the affairs of our nation, and have meant much to its life and progress.
They accepted the religion of the white man, and became Christians when their
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b.eim: slaves ;{nd n bondage was ane of the greatest sins and injustices 1n all the
history of civilization and Christianity "

“Since the preat Emancipator President Abraham Lincoln issued his procla-
mation to free the Negro slaves, the barrer has remained between the white and
black race, but this has greatly decrcased down through the yeors 1 say let there
be peace, and let time and progress take care of what the Negro race of America
deserves, and also what the underprivileged class of white prople deserves, and
let all races of America in seeking civil richts not resort to violence, but keep in
touch with God, and be true Christians, and patriots, and united Americans, and
have no hate in their hearts, and above all be patient, and let the pure water of
liberty and freedom seek its own level in time, and in an evolutionarv manner.”

Slawlv, with open hands, Parson Ravenfane raised his arms uward, and over
his hezd “You see these arms of mine,” he said. “In them is the flowing blood of
my Negro furefathers who knew the terror and bondace of slavery for centuries,
but thank God I was born free, and this valley in which we live is one of peace,
and it is a far cry from those days when white slave owners owned the land.
The cries of the slaves when they were beaten unjustlv, and unmercifully are no
more, and the weeping caused by the breaking up of families, and mothers being
torn from their children, and chi'dren created bv God in his imare having to
Iive in hell are no more. It took time for God to render His justice, but He sure-
ly did. and our slave forefathers were set free"”

“Recause nf our patience, and our living close to God, this is a valley of peace
and love. and in t.me ereater and better things wall e to us here of the Negro
race, and the same will come to all the colored pee of the cities, and the ghet-
tos, and slums if they will have patience, and peice, nnd cause no trouble of any
kind. It takes time to work out the many problems of a great nation, and its
wherls of justice and operation turn slowly. and it is necessary that harmony
prevails. and the Negro race cause no trouble as to civil rights, housing and oth-
er problems, less these steps forward for the race be delayed Riots and revolu-
tion certainly will not solve the problems.” .

“Several hundred years ago the Indians lived in this valley, and it is possi-
ble some of their homes were located where this buildine now stands, and it may
be or the site of & battle with an enemy tribe. The white man came, and made
war upon the Indianc. and forced them to leave for other lands, and took this be-
loved valley crer, and used Negro slave labor to till the so3l, and to do all kinds
of work necessary ;n the agriculture operations, and the income derived from
them. The Indians loved this land as we love it, ¢nd it was their home, and In-
dians in fighting for their homes, and their lands killed manv white people, but
the Negro had no chance to fight for anvthing. and the Good Lord in time in a
peaceful way pave us colored children this valley for our homes, qnd only the
graves of the white folks, and the Indians remain. peace be to their souls. Pa-
tience and time gave us of the Negro race this valley just as such will give '|'o
the Neeoros of the cities a better standard of living in all manners and respects.

“When 1 was a boy 1 would search the fields, the forests, and the shoals of
streams for Indian relics and 1 would day-dream about their past. and in my
mind would re-create their owners, and the valley as it wag when they hvedhm
itwith no thought of their ever being driven from it by a’race of p_eople other
tham ther own. Three races of people have lived in this valley, and it is now a
vallev of peace, ani my hope is that it always be kept this way, and I want 0“(‘1
great American nat s » whole to be kept this way, and 1 pray for peace, an
h‘armr v to alwave prevail, and respect for law and n;de.r_ ta be foremost in the
B <, 1's of my race throughout our nation
ARe miilione of rovorace, I am a native born Amenican, and 1 only know mv
couritry, and I hav ne tes to Africa or any foreign lund. Our United States of
America is the on.y home the American Negro of today has ever known, and all
of our race love their homeland the same as the Indians loved this valley that
was their home in the days of long ago. When vou look at and consider the pres-
ent day problems of life, you must not judge the things of life of now, but also
those of the ages past that had its roles in the lives of vour ancestrv, and now
has a braring upon your lives. Hate and revense and jealousy should have no
part :n any persons life or any race of peonle for another race. Some of my
Jearest friends are White folks, and 1 know of many members of both White and
Negrn races whoee hrotherhnod and friendchip has meant much to their livee ™

“I say to you m¥v N-gre children of the Lord. do not forget that first you ar

: : : - L (3
f;r:\e(;;r:?'\so:; ?‘!rlet‘"'w and thcdﬂn'n of our land is the banner of all races, and
The fents - mithon Nooirat and vou must honor this flar that is our heritage.

enty m m Nearees of America ernnot stand alone, but must live in
neace npd harmonv with the other races that are far greater in number. Let us
dn nothing to defile »nd desecrate the names of thowe of our racs who are now
fightir = and dving for America their country, and let the same he about the he-
roes"'|1 other races who are giving their lives in battle in foreien lands.”
'hem\{:‘i: lm(’;'c’ '4' “j:;xl‘ir; xhi: \:ul‘rv I liked ta cather wild flowers, and give
i)rou h Y ma! er which broucht much jov to me, and when 1 grew up it alse
i:kt 1o me mu.r'hlh:mpmm\ to cather sonls for the Tord, and members for this
chur_r . In this building now beinyt uced as a church, T have used as a school. and
taughit manv members of this congreration. and your children and grandchildren
and zvna.ra!icns beyond God bless you, T love vou all and T love all creatures of
the Lord's creation. .God forgets no people who do not forget Him. He moves
slowly, and in mysterious wavs, but He surely deals out punishment for man,
woman. child and nation and all races for their sins. And good folks have to suf-
fer l'fr the sins of others, but the rainbowe of life alwavs come. What is more
h*_au"n!u! than a rainbow over th}s vallev after the passing of a storm cloud and
rain? The thunder and the lightning, and the roaring winds are the voice of God,

and the darkness of the storm is the work of His hands. and so is the sunshine, .

and the glory and beauty of the good things of life that are far in excess of
those obnoxious to.us.” !

“When we take stock af this our beloved vallev, and our lives let us look to
the past of the world. and the future, the same as the present. The spirit of your
forefathers cries cut to you, and let not your thoughts, and your visions of life
be of you alone, and those of this day and age, but from the beginning to now
and on through tn eternitv.”

“I consider this combined church and school buildinc, and general meeting
place of folk as a jewel in the heart of this valley as dedicated to Jesus Christ
our Blessed Savier and His teachines. To God, it was only vesterdav prehistoric
animals were roaming in thic. and surrounding scctors of the land. We are here
tnday but gone tomorrow. and the aees will roll on, and the wild roses will con-
tiue to bloom, and there will be birds to sing their songs, and life will continue
to go on, and God will continue tc reign”

. “Like mary of vou. I have several times in my life climbed un to  Eagles
_}"omt the hiehest place in the mountains overlooking this valley to view the glor-
ious scenes below me and upon the horizon which are so awe inspiring, and
seems to bring a perwon closer to God. This reminds me of the time I went to
visit relatives in a hig city several hundred miles from here, and they took me
to the top of its tallest building. As I lInoked out over the city extending for mil-
es, T saw the work of man in the vast conctruction, and 1t greatly impressed me,
and in this 1 realized 1t was a part of the Glory of God the same as what 1 saw
from Eagle Point that overlooks this valley we love so well And 1 thought of

.anybody or anv group orr

ame as thic valley, snd

how the Good Lord is s of a groat oty
anybody can find Hin cere, aned teorte of w1 aaee iive true Christian lives
no matter how humble the conditions in which they huve w live, and they do
not have to resort to riots. hurnings and murder. ar.d ta becoma traitors to their
country..I believe in time the living conditinns of the downtrodden of all races of
America will get much better if violence daes not tuke rver about it”

“As you know, we of the Negro race have the same sun, moon, stars, air,
weather, and many other things the same ac the White ane other races. We have
the same flag, and the same nation, and we h seedom of worship, and we
are free to travel, and live where we want 10, a sw we have racial handi-
caps that time and paticnce, and non-vial o and 1 know that a
great percent of the White folks of our nat ¢ vesition.”

“In this valley are the graves of the Ind inlks, and the Ne-
groes, and I hope all are resting in prace. God ¢ neople of all races
of our entire nation live in peace with ecach othei ! ; the dead of this
valley. Let there not be seen any bloody and dark clou n the horizon. but
only those that have a silver lining that brins. forth ge ins that are follow-
ed with sunshine and rainbows. Let the eagles whare b are on Angel Point,
and other places overlooking this vallev continue to flv L and calmly in the
skys above, and in peace as they have fur thousands of years past”

“Let not God be defiled in any way or manner by any member of any race
or creed, for any just cause, and patience and non-viclence be exercised in let-
ting righteousness take its course in the Jards awn wa, 6 oves the weak, the
humble, the meek. the pure in hear:, and toe low! HEETY and colors, and
they shall inherit the Kingdom of He nrd to ilis ré. And should any
of them commit violence with the desire, and beliel it will be cf personal bene-
fit to them, and their race, they are commiting acts o/ sin, and hurting their
cause.”-

“Let us live lives that will build to the strenpth, the glory and the power of
our nation, and when the time comes the Golden Chariot cvaieps down, and takes
us away, folks can truly say your life was well lived, zud your work well done,
and you justly deserve eternal peace and rest Let us live by the Ten Command-
ments, and never stray from the road of righteousness, and rever do anything to
wound the pride, and power and glory of our Amciice, the ureatest land of all
history, and an honor to the Negro race to be a part of its citizenship, and who
are native born and justly proud of it.”

“As I look into the sky, and see the eagles
troubles and tribulations of humanity on the ¢
pray the time will come when on the earth v
be a brotherhood and happiness, and no strife, but ha™w
vail in all things of all races and lands. 1 know tie ueod Book
of woman days on carth are few, and full of troublus” this does not mean
for folks to not strive to live right, and to muke the most out of life as a true
Christian. And one must take the words ¢f the lo s a whole, and not just a
chapter or a few verses specially picked eut so one canowse them in beating
around the bush about their wrong doings. If the scnpluses 1nany way confuse
you, all you have to do is read the Ten Core.nandmenic \.h\:ch‘nl! folks can un-
derstand, and if you will live up to them your hecart and zoul will be on the right
track.” .

“Brethren. and sister and children, I say to you, America is the Promised
Land, and is on the Road to Glory for all its peoples, and let none of the Negro
race do anything to side-track it, hecause if we do . ve Just hurting our own
selves. Let us not forget the blessings we have he same as the sacri-
fices we have made, and the great cosis of the White race in sterifices in build-
ing our nation from a small land of appressed people to t reatest and might-
jest nation on earth you und me are a part of.”

“] say to you my children, when the burdens of 17> get too heavy for you,
po to the fields, the forests, the brooks, the streams, und rourntains, and see the
face of God in the open bloom of the wild rose, and rot seo the thorns of their
vines. See the handiwork of the Lord thy God in the t the waterfall and all
things about you, and when nicht comes, tnd you lie down to xegin your slum-
ber, do so with 2 happiness snd with no m: in vour s Le i and soul for

e with poskn o yours.”
of peopie ¢ blood of their
sto lead's paih down

o

i

“Flowing in the veins of all races
forefathers back to Adam and Eve, and the
through the ages is one of dcath, sacrifice, tribuly “w. and many other
things only God knows abont It was a miracle for you to be born, and for you
to be the last link at the end of a lonz chain of life 1 + - ling your considering
war, diseases, and the many things of life that Lrou, th to the people of all
races and lands of the many centuries of the post, Tr the forcfathers
of all the inhabitants of the world of taday, foliowed oy in its flow, and
‘we folks of the Negro race are forturate it flowed to and you now
sit before me as part of lifc, and as citizens of Ame e Re-;}uhhr, And
in a great percent of thc twenty millions of th e The United States,
flows the blood of other races besides tin ool irica 15 not only the
home of their ancestry. There are cou othae L}nds that are
Aumbered among the various countrics witre your anoais b red”

“On its staff near this house flies Ola Glary cur naty . the cmblem
of the greatest land of all lands, and an o’ an cred Ning of blood,
and of death and sacrifice of thoussnds of the past. I rav to you witn all my
power may Americas flag {ly forever, and morc power 1o it, and let not the Ne-
gro race put any stains upon it."

“Soon "after the close of The War Between a South ‘plantation
mansion, a slave owners home in this valle lightning and burned.
Today all that remains of that home mostl :0 sldves who have
passed away, is the rock foundations grown ana wild rose vines, My
grandfather as a slave workman helped t nansion Jor his master,
and when I was a boy I uscd to go to the std, and think of how
wonderful it was for me to be free, and not ¢ ke my prandfutler was.
In my make-believe imagination, 1 would talk - may louather and the man-
sion stood before me as it did during those davs of stoo o Bot like slavery it
was no more.”

“] say to you my sons and daughters of America et
of your lives so Gods wrath will in no wav destrov ther
main 1o be forgotien except by a boy because of his jov
slave grandfather. I thank Ged for the privilees of b
American. There was a time when it was dang .
Christians should be the first thines of mu I
cent of the number of Negro people of Ancrn
birth, and they should not resent or  hate -uch
standards. and thig is no sign they should not
their deaths. When children of all roces
image. and in this alone 1 a dignity of

“Ac the years go by, there will be
this valley to places far awav to m $
crowded cities, and will be faced with sy problens.
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