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LELA¥D CLIFFOED PEIRCE/ O¢per, Buckhead 7" B 7.
dge Subdivision, Oksechobes, Florida, was advized "' 1 .
f the identity ef the interviewer @3 & Special Agent of 7+ -
ths Federal Burean of Investigation &ad of kis rightz &s 7~
eontinined in 2r execrted waiver of rights form, Upom
signing the form PEARCE furaisted the following ixformation:

s Er vaz ia tis cattle busmizesz in Osba inm 1956
and 1957 &ad upon ledving Cskd he cams to Okzechobee, :
Florida where he developed the Buckhe2d Ridge Subdivision,
of which he is the sole ovner. He iz no lorger in the -~
cittle businezrs énd devotes 211 of hiz time to ths
developing of tlz subdivision &xd ssliing lotz, Ez does
rot ovn auy buildings or cottagez on the property. For
elightesa yearz, prior to going to Ciba, ke waz in ths
cattle businezz in Balle Cinds, Florida, While in Belle
Glede he becime fcquiinted with WILLEAK PIERCE, who als0
went to Cuba in the 1950's to promote & middle eazt fiber
called "Rzime", He did not 2ssocizte with WILLIK PIERCE
and in fact only spoke to him ebout a half & dozsn times,
Be does not know what line of busiress WILLILY PIERCE is

in now nor doza he knoy how he could be located, '

Ee i3 not pow ror his he ever besn & membsr of
the Ku Klux Klan nor i3 ke sympithstic to their caase. ’
He doss not know the folloving individmals; BOB and o

#*er ¥ILLIAY BRICEKLRY, BEX THOMPSON, EDDIE WILBURX por JIM 'f’.‘{_;

GARRISCH, althouzh bs baz read about JIH GARRISON y &
. the paper. Re did not do any bulldirg while in Cuba mor ’
B did be bolieve WILLIAM PIRRCR did éry building wikile in '
i Coba, Hes ka3 pever been to Earxsaz City, EKamsis oF i o e

¢ yaneas City, Miszouri, &nd in fact the oanly places ke bRy

been outzide of the Btate of Florida &re Ezxy Orleans

for & eattle suction in the early 1850'z, ¥=w York City,
Washingten, D.C., Thommzville, Georzia and Cdxa, KEs
does not ovn & plime nor dowz ke do amy fiylng. .
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Ees d1i4 no% kill XLETIK LLTHER XI¥%G aor
does bs knoy wio éi4 ror dovs bz knox who might Live
been invoived im the murder of KIXG, Thers fis &
prmber of tie local Es Kiux Kiaz, JOEX TEUAS BOYLES,
who vas capible of pirticiyitirg in the merder of EING,
BOWLES hes a strong hatred for Negroes &nd wés recently
tried in Martin County, Flor®da for beating up & school
guperintendent becavze cf his efforts ix intezrating the
s~hools., BO¥IES owiz & #xmll tvo pizzenger G:b &irpléne
that he kveps on Eog Izland wiich is nzxt to Backhesd
Ridge. It is an open 2ield witkout any idzrting 3
factlities, Depnty CUBTIS ¥WRIGET, Glaies Count Saeriff's
Office, bad sisked PBLRCE to kezp &1 eye on tie alrplane,
particulzirly if the Klar was pienning s&nything, so that
BOWLES' whereahouts could be accounted for, Ee recills
that on the evening of the murder of MARTIN LUTEER KING

" he made it & point to check tbe sirplime &nd noled that

it was gone. Ta= next moralzg, &round s2van A¥, while

on his way to Okeschobes for coffes he noted tiat the
plane was tkers; however, whsn ke retaraed &pprozimitely
&n hour later ti® plens wis goze., LKt wiz ehifher {he diy
following the desth of KIXZ, April 5, 1238, or the next
day, April 6, 1868, tisat the airplaze 32 goue avd stayed
gone for &boct tyo or thres daws, E= tad besa told by .
BOWLES' gixl friend, ¥AiR7 KAIGET, & barzaid at the Fin
and Featber Bir in Bockhead Ridge that BOYLES had goaz

to Taxpa to gat hiz teeth fizsd, BOYLES® A7 @, GEZRALUINE,
18 preseatly sesking & &ivorcs &lthough b2 balicyes tiney
are gtill 1living togsiher, Ee zcld BOYLES & coiple of lots
4n Buzkiread Eidge and1 BOTLER bullt & kome om em3 and o

his brother-in-law, CZAXLEY P, CRIZZAYFZ, bullt the Ridge
Apartwsrts on the othezr lot, Tisze &rs &Zoul sirtewn
unitz in ths apartmest, GRIZZAPZE iz & LunlipeswHNies

%ko livez im Taxpsh, Plorifa, BOZLES &wd kix gifs,
GERALDINE, wardge ths sydrtxente for CBIZILFIE.
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B S " He has never been a ncnber of the xn Xlux Klany”
_anddoasnotknomanyonewhoisormamberof tho",‘
Klan, - ,4,«..,;; b ¥
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‘There are no other BRN THOHPSOKS wbo aro fisharnan
. in the luami-xey West, Florida srea as far a3 he knows, .
! noting his father, BEN THOMPSON, .SR, died in Fovenmber, . ..,
. 1967, while residing at 4220 N, ‘W. 23rd Avenue, Miami, nis z
. father gave up full time fishing in 1954 when he had hoart
" trouble, - Prior to that, in 1952, his father sold v ¥
his boat, From 1952 to November, 1967, his father vas
geni-retired and only fished occasionally. ¥Yhen his . 4
father was much younger, he worked on & wrecking tug and,
at times, went to Cuba on this tug. Howevjy, his father
. did not own any business in Cuba, He has never bsen to
Gy Cuba hinself and he has never had any 1nterests in Cuba. =
fos During ‘the time he vas a ccmmercial tisherman,g
g he has had a great many individual deck hands, bhowever, .
%, to his knowledge, none of these individuals had ever oty
X served any time in a prison or penitentiary..j,b,,

‘: He has a relative named RONNY PIERCE vho is b

o abcut 35 years of age-and who is a fisherman living in =7

* . Marathon, Florida, As far as he knows, EONNY has never .
% been 1n any trouble, L A, - :ﬁ,

¥ il Photographa of JARES EARL RAY 4
f ‘him and ho felt the photographs showing RAY by himself,
. with the picture of RAY with sunglasses, looked familiar,
' however, he could not be sure of this 1dent111cation.
J;'Pbssibly he may have seen photographs of RAY 1n the n@wspapers

uo'or on television, . :

e a1 He emphatically donied boing 1nvolved ‘In this
. matter in any manner or under any circumstances, It is
& complete mystery te him if or why his nameo would be -
“used in this matfer., I1f someone 33 using his nams @a. this
" regard, thon the 1dent1ty of this 1nd1vidual is unknown %
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) 44-1854 ‘
: ™ ' Date of birth FPebruary 23, 1929
Place of birth Key West, Plorida
Height 5'8"
Weight 140 pounds
Eyes Blue . ,
Hair Brown S
a - cmpluion wdd’ '. i g “’,“u?"v",". r 2vd
Build Medium - -
Marital Btatus Harried
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