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LELAND CLIFFORD PEIRCE / Oxrer, Buckkead eee Fis! pid 

dge Subdivision, Okeechobee, Florida, was advised = = *"' 7 

f the identity ef the intervierer a2 & Special Agent of sf 

  

the Federal Bureau of Investigation and of kis rights as ~~ 
ecntained in au executed waiver of rights form. Upon 

signivg the form PEARCE feraished the following information: 

. Be wos in the cattle busizess in Osha in 1956 | 

and 1957 and upon letving Gskh he caus to Okeechobee, 

Florida where he developed the Backhead Ridge Subdivision,  =s_—- 
ef which he is the sole osner. He ig no lozger in the 

cittle business and devotes 11 of his time to the 

developing of the subdivision aud selifing lots. He does 

not oyn any beildings or cottages on ths property. For 

eighteen yetrz, prior to going to Crba, ke waz in the 

cattle business in Belle Gimde, Florida. While in Belle 

Glade he became a@cqukzinted with WILLIAM PIERCE, who 2ls0 

went to Cub&’ in the 1950's to promote @ middle east fiber 

called "Rzime”, He did not associate with WILLIUE PIERCE 

and in fact only spoke to him ebout a half @ dozen tizes, 

Be does not know what line of basinesS WILLIZA¥ PIERCE is 

in now nor dows he knoy how he could be located. 

Ee is not row ror has he ever been & menber of 

the Ka Klux Klan nor is he syzpathstic to their cause. ow 

He does not know the following individstls; BOB and — ce 

a WILLIAM BRICKLEY, BEN THOMPSON, EDDIE WEiLSURA nor cm 

. GARRISOGH, although he baz rend about JIM GARRISON im: 

“ the paper. He did not do any building while in Cob@ nor 

7 did be believe WILLIAM PIERCE did @zy building wrile in 

“ Coba,. He has pever been to Karzas City, Eanvis or oo ot ge 

<  Baneas City, Migzouri, and ia fact the oaly places be bas ~*~ 

been outside of the Etate of Florida are Key Orleans 

for & exttle Suction in the early 1950's, Kew York City, 

Washington, B.C., Thomsville, Georgia and Coa, HS 
deez not own ® plane nor deez he do any flying. oo 
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Ee did not kill MEBTIN WATHER FILE nor 

does be knos wie ¢i4 nor dows be know who might Lave 

been involved in the aurder of EIXG. Tksre ts & 

penber of the local Eu Kiuc Kian, JOXX THOMAS BOVLES, 

who was captble of pirticipating in the murder of EXEG. 

BOWLES has a strong hatred for Negroes and wés recently 

tried in Martin County, Flor#da for beating up a school 

superintendent becavze cf Lis efforts in dntezrating the 

schools, BOFIES one & exM@1ll two prazenger Gib Qirplaine 

that he keeps on Eog Izlasd which ds next to Backhead 

Ridge. ft is an open field without any iighting : 

fachlities. Deputy CURTIS WRIGHT, Glatez County Sheriff's 

Office, bad asked PELRTE to keep &n eye on tre airplane, 

particularly if the Klan was pi#nning anything, so that 

BOWLES’ whereabouts could be accounted for. He recalls 

that on the evening of the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING 

“he made it @ point to check the Sirpline Gnd noted that 

it eis gone. The next movaing, Ground £evg2 £4, wnile 

on his way to Oxeschobes for coffee he noted trat the 

plane was there; hovever, when ke retarnaed Epprozimitely 

an hour later the plans wis gone. It wax Gither the day 

following the death of KIKG, April 5, 1258, or the next 

day, April 6, 1968, txst the Hirplaize wie gore and stayed 

gone for oat t¥o or thres days. Ex tai began told by . 

BOWLES’ girl friend, MARY KAIGET, a barca@id at the Fin 

find Feather Bar in Beckhsad Ridges that BOFLES had gone 

to Taxpa to get hie teeth fized. BOFLES AEG, GEBLLVINE, 

ig preseatly eesking @ Civorce although ke believass they 

are etill living togather. Be eeld BOFLES 4 couple of lots 

fim Buckhead Bidge ond BOTLEZ built @ home of G2 end . 

his brother-in-law, CZARLES P, CRIZZAYFL, built the Ridge 

Ayartwents on the other lot, Txere are Shout Bixteoun 

units in the aparteent. GRIZZATFE ix &@ bewimeetoe 

GLO liver in Tanpn, Florida. LOYLES Oui kis wite, 

GESSLDIKE, sasaige the ayirtuente for CBIZZLTiZ.
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He has never been @ member of the Ku Klux Kian ?” 

7 dees not know anyone. who is or was ; ® monber of the .. 

ane -* tps ; Es rt ot te ¢ fa iy tts “4 
a 2% 

‘There are no other BEN THOMPSONS who are ‘fisherien 

/ dn the Miami-Key West, Florida area as far as he knogs, ° 

+ - noting his father, BEN THOMPSON, SR. died in Rovenber, ~ ey sg 

° . 1967, while residing at 4220 N. W. 23rd Avenue, Miami. His © 

“ father gave up full time fishing in 1954 when he had heart “ 

'" trouble. ~ Prior to that, in 1952, his father sold gst REM 

his boat. From 1952 to November, 1967, his father was 

semi-retired and only fished occasionally, When his - 3 

father was much younger, he worked on a wrecking tug and 

at times, went to Cuba on this tug. Howevér, his father © 

did not own any business in Cuba. He haz never been to” 

oorned himself and he has never aes any interests ia Cuba. % ro 

During ‘the time ne was a “commercial fisherman’’* 

he has had a great many individual deck hands, however, :* 

+. to his knowledge, none of these individuals had ever | 

#.@ 6 served any tine in a prison or penitentiary. a3). 2 

oe He has a relative named RONNY PIERCE who ia 

pee ‘bout 35 years of age-and who is a fisherman living in ~. 

=. Marathon, Florida. As far as = Parts —_ nes never 

Ey pee an ae trouble, «050 ents - #: Eats 

ro * Photographs ‘of JAMES EARL RAY | were shown ‘we: % 
‘him and he felt the photographs showing RAY by himself, 

e
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*... with the picture of RAY with sunglasses, looked familiar, ©) =. 
©. however, he could not be sure of this identification. ° ae a 

Lor on te he may have seen photographs of RAY in ee newspapers : 

ye OY on television. “ee Segoe OAS ET eee a : 

Bits ek ' He ‘emphatically ‘denied peing involved ‘gn this 

i-- matter in any manner or under any circumstances. It is 

      

“am complete mystery, to him if or why his name would be + 
used in this matter. If someone is using his name @n_ this 

- regard, ee _the Seeds 2 e. individual is ere         

  

cf WAS TH té, ery 

   PUES 2 Be ay 
ee BENJAMIN LARNARD “‘THOMPSOE, JR   
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. 44-1854 : 

: = Date of birth February 23, 1929 
Place of birth Key West, Florida 
Height 5°8" , 
Weight 140 pounds 
Eyes Blue 
Hair Brown , Catena ip Pandlnge 

- Complexion . Ruddy =°.. 26, ton tse tees, 
Build ' Medium ~~ © = 
Marital Status Married 
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