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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

pore_ APTil 11, 1968

. i
{' BILLY RAY KING was interviewed at the Rock Island,
Illinois, Police Department, by ROBERT A, WICKWIRE and CHARLFES
E, SHITH who identified themselves as Special Agents of the
FBI., KING was warned of his rights and he waived them as
show;) on an executed varning and waiver fornm,

BILLY RAY KING advised he has resided for ten years
at 102 Arlington Street, Lake Providence, Louisiana, He nas
been employed as a deck hand on diffcrent boats in the Mississippi
* River since he was 18 years of age, He stated for the last
three months he has been employed as a deck hand on a towboat
for the K.G,W, Towing Company out of Crecnville, Mississippi,

Ife added that he had been injured on his hoat
approximatiely twenty days ago and had been treated at the
Greenville, Mississippi, General Hospital, but had heen
recupcrating at his home in Lake Providence, louisiana,
He had recovered and arranged to catch his boat, which is
the George Weathers, at Quincy, Illinois, His Personnel
Director, JERRY WILSON, with the K,G,W, Towing Company in
Greenville, Mississippi, had given hinm an airplane ticket
from Greenville, Mississippi, to St, Louis, Missouri, to

L~ Quincy, Illinois, for April 5, 1568; however, he determined

that 2l1) planes were full and was instructed to take a bus

to Memphis, Tennessee, to catch a plane to St, Louis, Iic

left his home by Trailway Bus around ncon on April 4, 1968

and proceeded to Mcemphis, Tcnnessee, which is about 175

miles, e arrived in Memphis sometime in the afterncon

‘_ probably around 4:00 Pe.m. Wiaile at the Trailway Bus Depot,
the ricts broke out due to the shooting of MARTIY LUTUER
KING, Hc advised that the bus depot was closed, There
%as no busses allowed to leave or enter and the people in
the Dus depot were forced to remain in the depot all nizght

é long, Iie advised that the depot was only two or three

|/ ——the Lorraine otel,

blocits {rom the Lorrgine Motel in Hemphiz, Tennessee, where
KING was shol, iie advisced tbat he knows where this motel
is located as he had stayed there on previous oceasions,

s lle added that it was general knowledge in 211 the papers

that Dr, MARTIN LUTHER XKING was in Memphis and staying at
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KING stiated that he did not shoot MARTIN LUTIIER
KING but bastily added even if he had done so, he would noti
tell. lie also staied that HARTIN LUNDR KING got just wuat
he descrved and that the pecople in the Horth arec gettiing
just what they descrved on this racial problem as they
causca the whole thing. Vhen aslked if he was a meiber of
the KKK, KING stated that he was not a memher but also
added even if be was, he would not tell,

(ING then stated during the early hou

rs belore
Gaybrcai, the busses staried to move and he vas able to L
tale a tozi to the airport., lic reccalled that the fare
vas souevihcre around 4,65, When he avrived at ithc air-

port, he dctermined that there was crly one plare that he
could catch to Quincy, I1linois; however, this planc wvas
full and he wae placed on stand by. ihen the plan2 left
and he could not get or, he then mode a lorng distnnce
telephone call to bis boss JIORY WITSON wio then tcid him
to catch a bus to St. Louis and a bus to Quincy where ne
could cater the boat., He advisoed that he took a cab back
Lo the bus depot where he bearded a Trailway Pus for St.-
Louis, Hisscuri, IHe adviscd this was carly in the morning
and arrived in St. Jouis sometime around noon. Iie tuen

_cauzit a bus from St, Louis to fuincy; however, this bus

made many different stops and he arvived too late in Quincy

to catcls the hont, He then tool: another bus to kock Island,
1llinois, where he now ~waiting for the bhoat which is due to
arrive at 1%:00 midnighe, 7

KING stated tint he owns a 1807 brigut blue Mustang
vhicih is at his bhome at pake Providencs, Louisiana, e
c:oiained thai the papers for this car ave in the name of
his fviend TRAVIS SICFrIcLD, who lives approrimately threc .
blochs away on Foster Strecet, lle stated ne bouzht this car
fyrom SLEFFIZLD and is maling the paymeuts but he has mot
iind the papers chanied over o his naue, Tioc car is at his
. hoine. KING also admitted that he owned a ,38 pistol and a
shot;un vwitici are both at nis houec,
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The followuin

descrintion was obtained Irom

i’.'
ouscrvation and interview
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Name

Sex

Racc

Date of Birth
Place of Birth
Height

Viecight

Hair

. Eyes
Complexion
Address
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Occupation
Education
Marital Status
Employment

Mot

BILLY RAY KIKG

Hale

White

April 23, 1925

St. Joseph, Louisiana
thn

185 pounds

Dark Brown, Curly

Blue

Medium to ruddy

1C2 Arlingten

Lake Providence, Louisiana
Deck Hand, Towboat
Scventh Grade

Single

K.G,W, Towing Company
Greenville, Mississippi
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