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On__4~7-68 ot__Rock Island, Illinois 

K 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

pore APril 11, 1968 
© 

4 

[ BILLY RAY KING was interviewed at the Rock Island, Illinois, Police Department, by ROGERT A, WICKWIRE and CHARLES E, SHITH who identified themselves as Special Agents of the FBI, KING was warned of his rights and he waived them as Shown on an executed warning and waiver form, 

BILLY RAY KING advised he has resided for ten years at 102 Arlington Street, Lake Providence, Louisiana, He has been employed as a deck hand on different boats in the Mississippi River since he was 18 years of age, He stated for the last three months he has been employed as a deck hand on a towboat for the K.G.W, Towing Company out of Grecnvillo, Mississippi, 

Ife added that he had been injured on his boat approximately twenty days ago and had been treated at the Greenville, Mississippi, General Hospital, but had been recuperating at his home in Leake Providence, Louisiana, He had recovered and arranged to catch his boat, which is the George Weathers, at Quincy, Illinois, His Personnel Director, JERRY WILSON, with the K.G.W, Towing Company in Greenville, Mississippi, had Given him an airplane ticket fron Greenville, Mississippi, to St, Louis, Misscuri, to Quincy, Illinois, for April 5, 1968; however, he determined that all planes were full and was instructed to take a bus to Memphis, Tennessee, to catch a plane to St, Louis, lie left his home by Trailway Bus around noon on April 4, 1968 and proceeded to Memphis, Tennessee, which is about 175 miles, We arrived in Memphis sometime in the afterncon probably around 4:06 PeM. While at the Trailway Bus Depot, the ricts broke out due to the Shooting of MARTIN LUTUER KING, He advised that the bus depot was closed, There Was no busses allowed to leave or enter and the people in the bus depot were forced to remain in the depot all nisht jong, lie advised that the dcpot was only two or three blocks frou the Lorrgine Metel in Memphis, Tennessee, where KING was shot, ije advised that he knows where this motel is lecated as he had Stayed there on previous occasions, Hie added that it was general knowledge in all the papers that Dr, MARTIN LUTUER KING was in Memphis and staying at 
  

  

f 7 Ppy 4 cf . YY GS 2 ML De 
Files SY 44-56) _—— . , 

  
  

  

: Pee teeeeeeerees 6 Oe psesisend| SA CHARLES E, SMITH 
[SERIALZ Avent hey. 2 ty _£A ROBERT A, WICKWIRE fras Dore dictotes_| ARGABQ finn 4 

fst — MEMPHIS This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the Property of the FB’ 5 slecned t5' your genty: oh 
; | f 

; it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your egency. 
fs LW 

j 
a =o, Mir ; 

ok f PPS 
‘ 

/ 

Y sae oe ee ~ ss wet. gy Mytin st CT”, he ag sek Se PO Ra De FEF aa ye Te ET ET te AE ae hal ain ND AL NN Dg a PEE aK Tat GS



- 
MB
E?
 

    

~
h
e
h
b
e
 

e
e
n
s
 

  

e
r
e
 

= e
oa
mr
en
em
et
ap
mi
nn
en
nn
in
nn
li
ne
 

ote 
; 

os
 

~--* 

B
a
g
s
 
Si
g 

KING stated that he did not Shoot MARTIN LUTIIER 

KING but hastily added even if he had done so, he would not 

tell. fie also stated that HARTIN LUIHOR KING got just wuat 

he deserved and that the people in the North are getting 

just what they deserved on this racial problem as they 

caused the whole thing. When asked if ne was a member of 

tne Kigs, EING stated that he was not a momher but also 

added even if be was, he would not teli, 

(ING then stated during the early hour ur Ss bazore 

daybreak, the busses started to move and he was able to L 

take aA taxi to the airport. lie recalled that the fare 

Was somevncre around 54.65, When he arrived at the air- 

port, he determined that there was erly one plane that he 

could catch to Quincy, Illinois; however, this plane was 

full ard he was placed on stand by. When the nlano left 

and he could not set or, he then mode a lorg distince 

teleptiione call to his boss JjfkY WETSGN who then told hin 

to catch a bus to St. Louis and a bus to Quincy where ne 

could cateh the boat. He advised that he took a cab back 

to the bus depot where he boarded a Trailway Pus for St.. 

Louis, Missouri, We advised this was carly in the morning 

and arrived in St. Lovis sometine around noon. he tnen 

_cauent a bus from St, Louis to tuiney; however, this bus 

made many different stops and he arrived too late in Quincy 

to catel: the port. He then tock another bus to hock Island, 

Illinois, where he now .waiting for the boat which is due to 

arrive at 14:00 midnight. cS 

KING stated tiat he owns a 1867 bright blue Mustang 

Which is at his home at Lake providenes, Lovwisiana. He 

Csvlained that the papers for this car are in the name of 

his friend TRAVIS SiicFFIULD, who lives approximately threc : 

blocs away on Foster Street, Ue stated he bought this car 

from SLEFFIZLO and is making the payments but he has nov 

2d the papers changed over to his name, Tae car is at his 

»hone. KING also admitted that he owned a ,38 pistol and a 

shotsun which are poth at his hone. 

Tne following Gescrintion was obtained rrom 

ovservation and interview: 
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Name 
Sex 

Race 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height 
Weight 

~~ Hair 
, Eyes 

Complexion 
Address 
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Occupation 
Education 

Marital Status 
Employment 

Mot 
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BILLY RAY KING 
Male 
White 
April 23, 1925 
St. Joseph, Louisiana 
6ty" 

185 pounds 
Dark Brown, Curly 
Blue 
Medium to ruddy 
102 Arlington 
Lake Providence, Louisiana 
Deck Hand, Tewhoat 
seventh Grade 

Single 
K.G.W,. Towing Company 
Greenville, Mississippi 
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