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+ The U. S Sixth Circuit . 

Court of Appeals in Cincin- 

nati yesterday took under 

advisement arguments On . 

James Earl Ray’s appeal 

4’ district court decision 

denying his writ of habeas/ 

‘corpus. — ; i 

; . Ray pleaded guilty in 1969 

rto the 1968 murder of civil - 

arights leader Dr. Martin Lu- =; 

‘ther King Jr., but has since ~ 

_renounced the guilty. plea. 

He is serving a 99-year sen- .- 

‘tence in the State. Peniten-*, 

-tiary in Nashville. ‘ 

‘ His attorney, Bernard 

. Fensterwald Jr., told the 

Cincinnati judges that Ray 

-was “brownbeaten an d 

“bribed .. - and deprived of 

effective counsel all the way 

down the line.” Therefore, 

he said, Ray is entitled to an 

_ evidentiary hearing, reopen- 

_» ding the case. 
PU. §. Dist. Judge L. Clure . 

Morton of Nashville denied 

Ray’s writ of habeas corpus 

“last March, refusing his re- 

¢ quest for the hearing. 

Asst, State Atty. Gen. 

_ Henry Haile argued the case" 

“4g conclusive on the issue of 

_ Ray’s volunte73—2dmission . 

of guilt”) 
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