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State Opposes Ray
~ On New Trial Bid

~ NASHVILLE, Dec. 20. —
‘(UPI) — The state sought
Wednesday to block a new
trial for James Earl Ray, con-
victed assassin of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. )
The state asked federal!
court to vacate a show cause:-
motion filed in behalf of Ray.
. - The motion, which was filed as
a writ of habeas corpus,
sought the new trial on the!
grounds that he was coerced'
into pleading guilty to King’s
murder in exchange. for a 99-
year prison term. et
The state also asked for a
copy of Ray’s lengthy petition
to more adequately prepare an
answer. . !
Dist. Judge L. Clure Morton
has not ruled on the state’s
requests. '
Ray’s motion was filed in
federal court earlier this
month after he exhausted ap-
peals in state courts. Ray
claims that attorneys Arthur
Hanes and Percy Foreman
coerced him into the guilty
plea so the story of the assassi-
nation could be sold to author
William Bradford Huie. :
The petition said that Ray
had never had a trial on the
murder charge. “In short,” it
said, “Ray’s guilt was deter-
mined by the judge, the de-
fense counsel and outside pres-
sures, but_not bv.a jury or the
admission of Ray himself.”

N oy,

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

___ PAGEZ/D
___COMMERCIAL APPEAL

___MEMPHIS, TENY.

Y Y ke

Edition:
Author:

Editor: GO‘?DON HA .\TNA

Title:

Character:

or

Classification:
Submitting Office: }m}:pn I S

D Beling Investigated

R T R D e e I . s s T R A e RN R P O i Rt TN g oy
R §u R o - = ¥k 3 Pty oo ¥ : 3 .
: .‘ “- “"éq‘q: 25 % f.""_‘_ﬁdtl ‘e Fp T A LWL M g il s }“
e - - > + " § = ~ -

R T N e T T = S gy e e
SR T T MRS A e e A M E N A LS



