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#Ray#Wears Many Faces In Author;s Portraity |}
=By RICHARD LENTZ ~ |help him (Ray),” said Mr.|1968 = presidential campaign)/".”—’.‘fw g vkl
* Portrait of 'a 'murderer,|Frank. e pt Frith that | Wallace would ~ pardon . , ; b 8
sketched in a motel room last . Ray’s hatred of blacks and him.™ © : 5 ‘ -

night: James Earl Ray — psy-|his ‘right-wing extremism are| But political extremism and

chotic, inept but with a catlike|the “pest-kept secrets of the {ﬁg:,msggef‘ﬁr'm;r::‘lg gao;’
“instinct for landing on his feet,|case,” said the author. came from a tragedy-ridden| -
a racist and political extrem-| “Ray had an almost obses-|family almost dismantled by:
ist, a loser who in a twisted sive hatred of blacks,” hejsociety and circumstances.
way found SUCCess. said. “When he was in Leaven- “Ray had a score to settle with

- gyt . worth (prison) he had ajsociety as - far as he could see.
- “Ray’s life really began |chance to go to a halfway|And here was King, a black;
when he Kkilled Martin Luther|house where he’d get great
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when he Ki man and a Noble Prize win- =
gmgi‘ “SI'::“d auﬁf‘s‘;rrycem‘g privileges. He turned itdownlper . .." . ' — PAGE

rank. very history book|pecause it was integrated.?” A $50 reward Wwas praced on ;
wnll-_’;l,\ave:- to. mention: his| John Jay Hooker Sr. ‘was o 2 -
name.” <o FELi L .

S ;. . Percy Foreman as the lawyer|
Mr. Frank talked with Te-{who should defend Ray in
;;‘orters tﬁ:; f}“{°f% thlan 1;}"0 Tennessee courts but Ray re- :
ours at the Holiday Inn-Riv-|fused because John Jay Hook- .

ermont on the first leg of ajer Jr. got the majority of black ‘ - .MEMPHIS, TENN,
national tour to plug his book|yotes when he ran for gover-, - :

on the slaying in Memphis oflnor of Tennessee, said Mr.
Dr. King, “An American|Frank. - :

Death." e P : 7 - : —
 The. inevitable question con-| “Ray pretended not to be ’
‘cerned conspiracy. “No hand political. He was convinced if v
came out of the darkness tolWallace was elected (in the : ' —_—
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Ray after his escape from a :
Missouri prison and he had
nothing to lose by killing the
civil rights leader, said Mr
Frank. ==

«“He knew il he was caught
_just having an ice cream cone
‘he’d go back to prison for the
jrest of his life anyway. If he
killed King, he’d go back as
lone of the Ten Most Wanted,
lonc of the elite. Now, at §
iBrushy Mountain (state pris-
‘on), he’s a celebrity, he has ;.
his own radio and TV. He's ¢
now in the only society he’d
made it in.” .

And Ray told one of his
brothers that he’s ‘“no worse
off in the Tennessee -,‘prison
than he was ... at Missouri .- - . ¢
State Prison,” said Mr. Frank. Gerold Fr:sv::'

Conspiracy theories have,
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“We only know about his fai :
ures. We »undgrg;timate him.” |he said.

been fueled by the well-docu-| Ray exhibited “{neﬁmeés,l
mented series of Ray’s failuresiy (a1 - imal)-"

- he writer indicated. so) a jungle (anima )-
at_crime, the writer indicatee- |, apility to land on his feet,”

TV AP\




