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Special fo The Press-Scimitar by Ray fora trial or hearing . Undlcate page, name of
ACK , Tenn. — Attor- in the case under Tennes- newspaper, city and state.)
neys for -James Earl Ray see’s “post-conviction relief” '
~will - ask the - three-judge . law. iy
i Tennessee Court of Criminal williams was a inted,
Appeals here tomorrow toei- then elected, to fill ‘;pf:acan. ___ PAGE r
ther grant Ray a new trialor cy on the Shelby County 3
a .fll:l hearing. . . Criminal Court bench when
e convicted killer o Dr. Battle died a short time aft- :
Martin Luther King Jr. is er the Ray trial. — MEMPH1S PRESS :
presently serving 2 99-year  Among a number of con- ~ SC IMITAR '
pﬁsonu,slte;tinggr afird glea‘;l; tentions _ rejected by Wil- ' ;
ing gw etore e W. liams were that Ray: ‘
Preston Battle on March 10, s W = s MEMPEIS, TENN,

. ® Was coerced and pres-
sured into pleading g_uilty by
a trial, which he never had,” Percy Foreman, his attor-

. said Robert I. Livingston of PEV .
Memphis, one of Ray’s attor- ® Was. not identified by
neys. “At the very least, we  Charles Quitman Stevens,
“want an evidentiary hear- the state’s chief witness.
ing.” e——— ® Was subjected to unfair

treatment by the state while

- Attorneys are appealinga he waited trial, and was in-

decision by Criminal Court capable of coming to a deci-
Judge William H. Williams sion on his defense.

last Feb. 26 in which Wil- The petition also charges
liams dismissed an appeal that no identifiable bullet

©-1969.
““«we want the man to have
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was. ever removed from

King's body after he was
slain ata Memphis motel on
April 4, 1968, eu

Cﬁm‘inal Appeals Judges.
Mark Walker, william S: -
-that Foreman, in order to

Russell and Charles S.

'Brien are scheduled to
hear Ray's plea from Liv-

_ ingston and Bernard Finstes- .

wald, a Washington, D.C.,
attorney. o .
Ray, now 41, is confined at

not appear for the hearing.

. - A decision on "the case
~ from the appeals court is not
expected for several months.
The petition claims Ray
«was told by Foreman ‘the
only way he could save peti-
tioner's life was by pleading
guilty’. iy :
«Foreman told petitioner
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(Ray) that the chances of
conviction were ‘160 per
cent’ and the chances of the
electric chair were ‘99 per

“cent’,” the petition added."

The appeal also charges

keep Ray from changing his
guilty plea decision, threat-

ened at the last minute to tie

up a half-million dotlars in
Ray's future literary and
other earnings. if he flid not

the maximum security plead guilty.

. Brushy Mountain State Pris-
~ on at Petros, Tenn. He will

Livingston said he visited
with Ray at the prison last

~week and that “he looked

just fine.” .
«He smiles and keeps his

_sense of h_umor." Livingston

said. i #

Ray tried to escape
through a steam pipe last
March but was captured in

the prison yard. He was put

in solitary for a period and
‘then released, * Livingston
said. Y g E3
«when Isaw him,” the at-
torney said, ‘he was on what:

" he called ‘limited privileges’

for refusing to goon a work
detail with another man as
ordered.- He said the other
fellow was a ‘stool pigeon’
who would have been used to
keep watch over him.”
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