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missing and sounded an alarm.”

Moore said guards notified
him at 3 am. of the escape at-
tempt and that Ray was found
in the prison compound vard at
3:15.

Lven il Ray had gotien to the
end of thestcam tunncl, Moore
said, he would have run into
more trouble.’

«There is concrete and bars at
the end of the tunncl and if he
could have ‘st h
would still have had to saw is
through the bars,”

said.
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Roy Morelock, 44, of Greene
County.

Moore said Morclock, serving
a lifc term as an habitual crimi-
nal, was & prison maintenance
man and apparently supplied
Ray with 2 hacksaw, crowbar,
hammers and chisel he use in
the escape bid-

wMorclock had access to such-
tools as thesc and he obviously
intended lo cscanc with Ray.”
Moore said. wQur guards caught
up wilh the attempt so fast ho
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the Missouri State Prison before IN
he was arrested for the King BUF1

murder,” the warden recalled.
«] think he escaped through &

tunncl there.”

Moore became warden of
Rrushy Mountain prison in East
Tennessee in carly March.
About two weeks later he held
an open house for nowsmen and
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Brucks's _most famous inmate,
as a “‘model prisoner.”

Ray himself granted the first

{ptorvizz. since his arrest and!

»

convicuonm MemphisSaiiarch
1969 for the King killing.

“I do not causc troublc here,”
| Ray ‘told a reporter. “I work six
i hours a day, seven days a week.
My job is serving food to my
cellmates, which requires two
hours at each meal.” :

He said he had gaincd 20
pounds since being transferred
from the main prison in Nash-
ville 14 months ago to Brushy
and now weighed 175 pounds.

Moore said both Ray and
Morclock had been moved from’
what he called a working area
of the prison to its maximum
security . section. They were put
in scparate cells.

Ray has sought scveral times
to obtain a new trial in the King
killing, contending he was pres-
sured by his lawyer into plead-
ing guilty. Each time he has
lost, the latest rejection coming

in Memphis Feb. 2T. ___——=
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