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‘get a pardon in a matter of
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1969, the day beforé Ray Was| nexi’ Friday to make a second
ggven & 99-year . sentence, '\hg ‘plea fcr a new trial. An earlier
‘had decided not to plead gullty} new trial plea was refused sev-
Sbut that Mr. Foreman ‘spent| eral months ago by Judge Ar-
[ fwo "and a_nalf hours arguingithyr Faquin:
i :with him_to stick to his ‘guilty i :
i"plea.’ Because of distress and| Tennessee law provides that
‘‘nervousness - the defendant be-| a post-conviction hearing shall
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er-in-law, setting out that Mr.;

Fo;eman'..visited them in St.’
Louis and. triéd to get them to

write” to  Ray urging him to,
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', *“Percy- Foreman sought” us
out and told us he knew James

:-Earl Ray did not kill Martin

Luther King Jr.,” the affidavit
-«Byt he said Ray
would be convicted because of
the pretrial publicity and be-
cause he was an escaped con-
vict. ' ‘
"*He also told us the prosecu-
tion  was bribing witnesses
with the promise of‘a large
sum of money as a reward . . -
Mr. Foreman further said that
if James Earl would keep his
mouth shut, he, Mr. Foreman,
would get him a pardon in a
matter of about two years, as
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- could not identify the fleeting
figure he saw in the corridor of
a South Main Street rooming
house a moment after the fatal
shooting. L
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The new petition repeats
charges heard in earlier hear-
ings that Ray was subjected to.
“trial: by, the® press: Articles
'written in' Look magazine by
William Bradford Huie warned

wreak vengeance if they said
anything.” :
- Mr. Hanes, as well as Mr.
Foreman, is a target of criti-
cism. The original agreement
on division of magazine, book
and movie proceeds is de-
scribed as giving 40 per cent t0
Mr. Huie and 30 per cent each
to Ray and Mr. Hanes. But
this agreement, signed in Lon-
don, was rewritten in Mem-
phis, it is alleged, to give Mr.
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"_Men.' Phil McCanaleis, o ’ : 5 s aRe
pictured as agreeing to accept - . * : N T o 00
a guilty plea carrying a 99-
year sentence only a week or
so before the plea was entered.

Attorneys filing yesterday'’s
petition: were Richard J. Ryan
of Memphis; J- B. Stoner of . .
Savannaki Ga., and ‘Berpard
Fen__awrwii!d;_;voi:"*:ﬁ\la#shingtqn.
Mr. Fepsterald, who is 48,
heads a private group called
the Committee to Investigate
Assassinations. He, - worked
for the Senate Judiciary Com*
mitee fromi1957: 10:1068; 1v %
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Mr. Ryan said Judge Wi-
liams will decide whether Ray
would be brought here from
Brushy Mountain State Prison
at Petros for the hearing. “We
will do our best to_hayve him
brought here® ¢ TF e O
S - Mr. Ryan ‘said he expects

. ~ |the new motion, with decisions;
on its -evidentiary requests, to
delay: the final hearing on a
new trial at least until June 15.!
\Earlier this week Mr. Ryan .
asked Judge Wwilliams to post-
pone the hearing set for n
Friday. Judge Williams ‘re-
fused, - saying that session ‘

‘would be needed atleastasa
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