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‘he three lawyers representing} . .

James Earl Ray could result,

ssibly today, In aixt léastbe one '

of the attorneys no longer ing .

connected with the case,/THE — Page 28

BANNER learned today.

an. B;thtoner, a lfevger off .. .- :

Savannah, Ga., reportedly was ) i

slated to visit late today withe| - . ) = _\Ia%hvﬂle

the convicted slayer to discuss: han ner i

the case and a possible change . '

in the attorneys representing : Nashville, Tenn.

him. . : = :
{ Ray,.serving a -99-year sen-’ ’
tence in the 1968 sniper-deathl‘
of Dr. Martin Luther King, has,
been represented during the past,
i0 -months by Stoner, Richard
J. Ryan of Memphis and Robert
W. Hill Jr. of Chattanooga.

It was learned, however, that
both Ryan and Stoner have
discussed withdrawing from
further participation in the case

-~ unless Hill is no longer con-

nected with the defense. '
Although tIt{lyan dri:gned hI:o

.comment.on the repo  “split”

in the defense team, a source] pate:  2/10/70

close to the case stated that| Editions

it was one of the major topics

to be covered during the meet- Author:

ing between Stoner and Ray. B Eaitor 1V and C.
Stoner could not be reached _ : mue: Nunkleberger

for comment. Ryau, located at : .

his Memphis law office, said he

“l'a:ed aware that Stoner vlv,as '

sia to talk with Ray, - ut Character: . g~

the attorney would not discuss : » oF ¢¢ / ¢f7

any particulars surrounding the

LawyersMay| BE

meeting. ¢ > Classification: .
Ray, befo-e being represcnted - Submitting Office: \'emphls
by Stoner, Ryan and Hill, had

ween revresented by Houston s [[] Being Investigated

lawyer Percy Foreman, ~who

was- fired - after Ray pleaded VR B

guilty in Shelby County Criminal -t o e 74 )
Couhrt }o (tihe death of the 'c}ilvié //’ AL T b RO oo
rights leader. He previously had} - s siidiLi q‘,l(’% 2 il a
been represented by Arthur J. ) % 4 9 2 ‘ S ) —‘Z%“_
Hanes Sr. and his son, both < o (o I ¢ 1970 )
of Birmingham, but they also o M, 0 ‘ Fol — mLtarens

»e were discharged by the prisoner. 5 ‘/) [ | m




