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Opinion Stat.:
He Waived All
' Appeal Rights

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. .
UPI) — Saying it could not -
sit idly by while “mounting *  I:
murder and violence stalk .- !
. the land,” the Tennessee Su-. -
" preme Court refused a new ®
tria] today to James Earl
. Rew__convicted killer o
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s harply-worded ovin-
jon said Ray had knowingly
pleaded guilty in Criminal
Court at Mcmphis to the
. slaying of the civil rights
_leader. The cight-page deci-
sion added that Ray had

A

. been represented by compe- .

tent and nationally promi-
nent counsel, and that he
had waived all rights of ap-
peal in cntering his plea.
“The court finds that the
. defendant willingly, know-
ingly and intellingently with
the advice of competent
cm-mscl entered a plea of
. guilty to murder in the first
degree by lying in wait, and
~ this court cannot sit idly by
while decepening disorder,
- disrespect for constituted au-
* thority, and mounting vio-
* Jence and murder stalk the
land and let waiting justice

sleep,” the Supreme Court

- said.

Ray Is scrving 99 years in -
the state penitentiary ior the .

- ..April 4, 1968, sniper slaying
of King in Memphis. His bid
for a new trial had been re-
- jected by the state Court of
Crimiral Appeals and it was
{his decision that was ap-
peuled to the Supreme Court.

Today's decision traced

the history of the Ray case .

through Tennessee courts,
from his guilty plea at Mem-
phis March 10, to his letter
to the late Judge Preston
Battle stating his intention to
seck a new trial, through his
subsequent appeals.

It said that Ray had
waived his right of appeal.
« . It is well settled ‘in
essee that when a de-
fendant plcads guilty and
fully understands what he is

- fendant did, there can be no
. ground to justify the grant-

e msaid.

--

doing, as we belicve this de-~

ing of a.-new trial,” the court
. -
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«therwise, the doors of - -
prisons would re- .
main ever ajar to those who

. are incarcerated therein o
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pleas of guilty, and who be- -
come dissatisficd, scek relief

. on motions for a new trial.”

" The court rejected Ray's
contention that his letter to

Judge Battle two days after
his imprisonment at Nash-
ville constituted an automat-
ic motion for a new trial
which, because of Battle's '/
death shortly afterward, ..
must be automatically grant- .
ed under Tennessce law. -
The high court decision

closed the door on cfforts
through the state court sys-
tem for a new triai in the

" Ray case.

There are other possible
avenues open, however.

Ray’s attorneys have hint-
ed that he might carry the = -

- fight into the federal courts. ¢

At the time he pleaded -
guilty to the King slaying, -
Ray was represented by -
Percy Foreman, 2 nationally * -,
known attorney from Hous- .-
ton, Tex. )

Foreman entered thecase . :-
after Arthur Hancs, former
.Birmingham, Ala., mayor,
had been dismissed by Ray.

carricd on a run-
battle with both
and Hanes since

Ray has
ning court
Foreman

. his trial, petitioning federal
~court to declare invalid con-

. tracts with

Ray for publica-

tion of a book about his in-

- yolvement in the King mui-

-der..

william Bradford Huie,
.the author, also Wwas in-
volved in the suits but feder-
+al rulings in thes¢ petitions
_a’xa’a’na'w;'c'gone against Re7-
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