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Ray Mdy Appear

 In Court Dec. 29
On Cell Proiest

NASHVILLE, Dec. 8. —
(UPI) — James Zarl Ray,
convicted Killer of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. apparently
will appear in federal court
here Dec. 29 to teil in person
why he thinks he .should be
removed from his maximum
security cell at the state peni-
tentiary.

Judze William E. Miller
Tuesday ovdercd 2 full eviden-
tiary hearing for Ray and said
“provision will be made for
the petitioner’s personal pres-
ence  at the hearing under

proper security prccaustions."

Robert 1111 of Chattanocga,
one of Ray's three lawyers,
said Ray would “definitely” be
at the hearing. .

“}e has a right to be present
at hearings on all his mo-
tions,” Hill said. “Too nuch of
_this. has been underground al-
ready.” :

The prificipai issue to be re-|
solved at thic hearing, Miller-
said, is whether Ray's “pres-
ent incarceration in solitary
confinement  constitutes the
sort of crucl and unusual pun-
Ishment which is prohibited by
the Eighth Amendment o the
Constitution.”

Milier's law  clerk, Guy
Cooper, received a mailed peti-
tion irom Ray Nov. 24. The
petition claimed Ray's confine-
ment to a small maximum se-
curity cell where he has been
housed for cight months consti-
tutes  “cruel  and jnhuman
treatment.”

Named as defendants by
Ray arc state Corrcctions
Commissioner Lake F. Russell
and prison Warden W. S. Neil.

The petition secks-both pre-
liminary and permancnt in-
junctions barring prison offi-
cials “from further unlawful
incarceration” of Ray.

Russcll has said he thinks It
is in Ray's “best interest” to
kecp him in maximum securi-
ty until there-ie-2 settlement of
varions suits which have been
brought in Ray's behalf.
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