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% o the Blair book and partly
“fo"=questions raised in Ray's " g
‘sult. :

On Ray May Daunt Others; . .
"By CHARLES EDMUNDSON -

The bonanza dreams of five writers who planned books on u

Jamies Ear! Ray. confesied stayer of Dr. Martin Luther King | .
_Jr., are fading in light of a rcported slight sale of ihe first
volume to appear. :

Charles Holmes, whe acted as pnblic reiations adviser for
Shauiff William N. Morris during Ray's imprisonmeat and X
:vial, said last nichi that so few copies of the first book have  * .
beenr purchased thar tae publ-® 2—-" 1,
ishers are reported to have James D.‘f;qaj:rcs;‘a reporter! .
called 1t eff {h~ beokstands. for the Nashviile Ternessean,,

Clay Biair, nnce cditor & the Was scheduled to have had a |
"jate Soturdsy Evening Post, beok out only two weeks later! &
had his “The Strange Case of ther tac Blair book. But .nei .

- sames Earl Ray” on the beok- presses wiil ncver roll ior that; ' '
stands a week after Ray plead- one. My, Squircs, ReWeVCT, )
“ed guilty here March 16, Aa wrote the. bonk and collected a! Loy

orat »

“instant book,” i was acariy liberal advance.

all prewritten beiore the ver-- George E. McMilian of At_
.dict was in. Only a few Pa7cs fvovir v o oo ione ¢
“had to be tossed of{ and insert-

ed on the aftcrnoon Ray was
~aliowed to plead guilty.

aniz  was commissioned by
"Little, Brown & Co. to wrile
“Portrait of an Assassin.” ILis .
. still expected to be published.
What was meant tobeonlya | Gerold Frank author of .
first run of 300,000 copies of *“The Bosten Strangler’ and -
the paparback turned out to be !eiher best seilers, severa! of
_the only run. : I'which have boen made into
William B. Huie, who paid juiovics, never mearnt for his
,$35,000 for Ray's handwritten, 'bhaok, to be published by Dou-
_wversion of part of what hap-' bleday, to appear until 1971,
-pened, was supposed to have!! He thinks his book, designed to
had 4is *“He Slew the Drcam-’l;go into Ray's miental processes
“er” in thc bonkstores in botiiland the social ‘conditions in-
peperback and hard cover in} fluencing  him, will have a
May. He told The Commc.'ciah)morc basic appeal than some
Anpeal yesterday the baaklisf the others. ks reported ad-
will now appear only in hard |{vance was $100,000. « ™
cover and not untii Jarvary. 1'% :
_ Ray has filed a suit, await-{ |
_ing trial in United States Dis-
trict Court at Memphis, charg-|
ing that Mr. Huie conspired
with Ray’s first twa attorneys,
Arthur Hanes of Bumingham'
and Percy Foreman of Hous- - .
= pitalize on corhmer- :
cial aspects of the wirid la- . -
mous cass. . . - )
The chznee of pla_.. Jof wit. k‘\ q

Huie's book 1s beiicved to be
pattly due to the poor showing
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