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riminal Asweals ‘vill heary 

argumenis “iacsiay on wheth-: 

ier it should consider James 

Earl Ray’s appeal from his 

‘conviction iz the slaying: of Dr. : 

Martin Luther Xing Jr. 

Ray pleaded guilty in King’s 

death March 2 ane v5 sen-. 

tenced in Mumphis bY Crimi-' 

nal Ccurt Judge W. Preston | 

Battle to 93 vears in state pris-' 

on. Battle died 2 few weeks" 

later. 

Ray claimed later se was 

pressured by his former law- 

tyer, Percy Foreman of Hous- 

\tor, Texts, into entering the 

‘guiliy plea — a charge Fore- 

man d.nie¢ — end sought a 

new ‘rial. 
Judo? Arthar G. Faqein, whe 

Suc nd Uetle in handling 

ithe case, dt pid Ray’s motion 

for &, ae ae at & Asay 2b 

phear 3 is “orphic, 

Legal sources said it was 

‘doubtful the arpellata court 

twill rulc ¢* the ion of a 

iIncw trict ii The courtis- 

maiter 
jexpected to take | 

under aivigement end decide 

loaly ifa acaring wm the appeal 

issue Will be set .r > -iater 

date. 
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