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Criminal Court Judge Ar- 

thur Faquin Jr. today re- 

fused to grant an appeal of 

his May 26 ruling in which - 

he denied James Earl Ray’s 

motion for a new trial. , 

The request for an appeal 

was presented by two of 

Ray’s attorneys, Richard J. 

Ryan of Memphis and J. B.. 

Stoner, Savannah, Ga. 

Following the bricf hear- 

ing, the lawyers said their 

request was a “simple for- 

mality” and it was discre- 

tionary with the iudge to. 

sign the order of appeal. 

They said their next step 

would be to file a petition 

asking the Tennessee Crimi- 

nal Court of Appeals to re- 

view Judge Faquin’s deci- 

sion in the case. 

Ray pleaded guilty March 

10 to theemurder of Dr. Mar- 

tin Luther King and is now 

serving a 99-year sentence in 

‘the state penitentiary_ at 
° = ~~. 

Nashville. 
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