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ATLANTA, Ga, — Ayear
after the assassination of the
Rev. Dr. Martiti Luther King
Jr. the ergonization he led

during ine civil rizhts move-
nient's miast sucuusful era
is suruggling to survive on

its ovn as-: n effective forcc
for socic! ¢aange.

1t is not a new struggle for
s Sond. wn Christian . Lead-
ership Coaterence.

nLT a5 made more dif-

f‘c\.i.. c2veral factors,
" P 1‘ ﬁi
6 The 1a :dllcl yei canflict-

¢éoeltopment 0i increas-
rooial
tb » riss of black

ing
ing aceaphince  Of

change 2

continues 1c craw
«v of many of the
same c!L ‘rents thet might
otherwise be fignting full—
time for Negzro rights.
¢ The widening chailenge
particularly amoanz youns
Negroes, to King's paileso-
ph\« of nom-v rolenic.
" Funds und {ollowers are
harder (¢ come Dy NCW ior

KLLC A(:“X‘\AC\A D ORI ied 12
c~a. But his (‘ll‘flxﬂCo

-0 1.3 asubt that the or-
~izanarn will endure.

ization of numeioss
a%'.'i'l"tcs withou

church
Hoy mal

has heea oo
CA:‘ 153 its b\.n.
yanning—and  waiting  for
soimeining to give new life to
the strugale.

cially,

fina:

“UrILESS WWE get pulied -

into something, we’ll kinda

wait for a spark,” said the ;

Rev. Andrew Young, execu-
tive vice ;“_zrcsidcnt and sec-
ond in command.

Ycuzgy and other top staff

TISNI0CTS Aber-
1.othy have beca rnkrw
- .cchos at colieges and ©

versitics,
to black siudents, in anef-
for't to gonerate a new youth
movement in the fight

racism and

ATy

"OVCrLy,

Im..uwl organizing in the
Souta, vith emphasis on Ala-
bamz, will be a major part
of the 196¢ program. SCLC

2GS

primarily talkmg '

v TE SOLVELNT,” said
tha bov. Ralph D Aber-
'ntuy ~T— azaid Alcbama-

ke v b T b1y of ‘.‘.‘ s I
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~ Southern counties with

heavy Newo sostlaticn. In
addition, {Larc are plansto
enlist garbage colleciors,
janitors and other lov-paid
workers in local campaigns.
A national student confer-
ence is planned in Atlanta
this summer.

DUT AZENNATHY said,
“The forces of cvil aie he-
coming so sophisticated that
it will be very difficnit to
really have a coniron

not the be-
porsistent  question  raised
about SCLC irom ine out-
side: Will it survive as on
cifective force without King?

“Unquestionably there
were two institudons: Dr.
King and the SCLC,” said
‘Hosea L. Williams, director
of voter registration and po-
litical education. He said
when King was killad
“everybody on the staif
wont through a pericd of

nopelessness.”

BUT NCW, he said, staft
members are beginning to
recover and fo rally behind
Abernathy. -

Abernathy describes 1l
tizst year atthe SCLC heln
as a “creative one.” He still
tends to be defensive but is
1ess preoccupied with the in-
avitable comparisons be-
tween him and King.

Abarnathy, King’s warm-

up man ior 13 years and jail

“hesitating at that particular
_pored the campaign at least

. had no alternative but to

S %
mate 17 times, said, “My
first responsibility w2s 10
hoid this staff together.”
None of the key staff has
quit. Nor is any likely o, if
for no other reason than loy-
alty to the cause.

BERNATIIY’Ssecond
major task was to centinue

King’s plans for the rocr |

Poople’s Campaign, an at-
i dramatize the
piishref the peor and {0 spur
Congressional action for jobs
or a guarantced income.
Even though King was

tite,” and might have post-
a -year, Abcraathy said he

procecd. o
Abernathy said the cam-
paign produced gains and
brought poverty to the na-
tion’s atteation even though
raajor goals were nct real-
ized. :

THE STAFF is being cut
from nearly 200 to about 100
but cuts involve part-time or
lower-echclon employes, Ab-
ernathy said. ’

Money was a problem
cven for King and fund-rais-
ing is more difficult now.

In addition to mail ap-
peals, SCLC "draws funds
{from foundations for pro-
grams like voter cducation,
somefimes from labor
unions, churches and staff

spcaking engagements.

1
{
i
H
!
i




