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By BGY BAM]T
Prass-Scimiiar Stail Writen

Crimiral Ceourt Juize Ar-
thur Faquin today ordered
th: warden of the slate peni-
tentiary at Nashville 10 per-
mit Jameos Tarl Ray's new
defsnse attorney, Richard J.
Ryvan of Memplis, to confer
with the prisoact. .
B V0 Was NRIac
Jov te succeed the late
udge W. Proston Datiicon
the case, signed the order at
Ryan's _request, It recog-
nized Ryan as Ray’s counsel
and gave him court cuthori-
zation “‘to visit and consult”
with Ray in his maximum
security cell at Nashiille.

While neither Tuguin or
Nyan would comment, ap-
-arently the order was felt
13 be a2 neccssary poieaure
‘5 enable Ryan to visit with
Ray. Previously hic hnd been
refused admittance, though
Ray had given prison au-
‘horitics o leiter naming
Ryan as hiz noew def ander.
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B OATTCUNEY would
not say wien ne plinned to
raturn to Nuashvilie or an-
swar any olisr questions.

However, i1 was ZGa
that he wiil ©
over the wies

Ryan conferred with Fa-
quin in his chambers for
about an hour this morning
belore the order was sigined
and filad in the Criminal
Court Clerk’s Cifice.

The courws v oie closed to-
day but Faquin apparcntly
made a special trip to the
oifice to accommodzaic Ryan.

SIGIING the was
Faqui.a's first action in the
case since taking over. He
was named the alternate or
“backup” judge on the case
when it was assigned to Bat-
tle last vear. Battle was
found dead in his chambers

oreer

‘Monday,

appareniy aiter
sulfering a neart seizure.

Ray, who pleaded guilly
March iG to the murder of
Dr. Martin Luther King in
Memphis onc year ago to-
day, has asked that his
guilty plea be set aside and
that he be granted a new
trial.

A hearing on the issucis
expected in about two weeks.
Faquin indicated today that
all post trial hearings involv-
ing the Ray case will be held
in Battle's courtroom be-
cause the Sheriif’s Oifice se-
curity measures are de-
signed for that colrtroum.’
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