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nary insufficiency..*a forn -

of heart disease in which
emotions can cause a fatal
outcome.”

An inventory of Battle's

: . papers and correspondence

left on his desk and in his
chambers was completed by
James A. Bizckwell, Crimi-
nal Court clerk, ard tura=d
over to the remain:ag four.
criminal court judges.

BLACKWELL WAS in°
conference with Judges Per-*
ry Sellers, Odell Horton, Ar-:
thur Faquin and John Col-".
ton. They may get additional

advice as to whether or not .

any lezers would qualify as

. & motca and whether or not -
i the mot.on should be filed.

The decigion of the judges
will determize whether the ,

\"wv (;'\nm »'s “Sar crim- . |

i c— e ——

{ letter from_Ray_is_filed in

—_— en. .

12 &3t judzes tLaay were

5.

SR A ca oL EPC.
= -ial for jzo:es Tasl
‘ay; <oavicted ~uyer of Di
lertia Luther K.aag Jr., foi-
wing death of the trial
4 5
.‘°\-
Key to a new tria! is ir the
>ntents of a leticr ma:led

y Ray to Criminal Court

udze “
N \0

s En z* ed ean P3¢
et vesterday )

pos 1 Wis 7 -
rex.u-x of tie 33 :_3 X!

ay - DEy b Ls, asicied
dae 23 Jeath. O
qry  Jtoatitaa, couray
edica  .Lmamre 13l
tdge Ezs ol of core-

Cvee ———

ling w-t.. a .;gd pmo-_
result in a

'the Cririua! Court clerk’s
: gifice by Blackwell. .

After Ray pleaded gmlty
0 King's slaying and was
sertenc i 10 & $9-year prison
seatenc:, he had second

thouzhts. He wrote Battle
apparendy asking for a new -

tricl.
- firmed releipt of the letter,
DUt corni.e

yulged,

, nal Appeals saiz in Nashville

, that Tennessee law provides ;

any motions for anew trial |
pendi:g

law does nat defin~ 3 motion, ,
or how it musl ‘.\e {iied, he
sas’. g% 3

Bauile’s office con-

itS were not di-

- Judge thasles Galbreath’
1 of the stute To.:tof Crimi- !

1

i,

_ before a deceased | -
..e%u2 must be granid. The .

4.

HE SAID _JF the Jjuiteris
construed as a motion for a

2zw trial, the statc would -

" have to give Ray one.

Blackweli szid the ieter

Ray sent to Baltlc was never

iied in the clerk's office and
as of the moment was not a
part of the court records.

THERE IS NO motion for °

. a new trial or a habeas -

corpus writ on file in the
.clerk’s office, Blackwell

S Nupesg e

:said. He said, however, that -

Judge Battle had signed the
.minutes -of the Marchk 10

plea was made.

If the iudge hadn’t sigr.ed{
Ray, under .’
Tennesse Jaw, wopld have

the minates,

been entitled to a new trial.

hearing wnere Ray’s guilly

ore
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In the casg of-e-pefiticn jor L

a writ of habeas corpus —-’

wlere a prisoner claims his

rights were denied — ¥
T:ennessee Supreme Court .
Crief Justice Hamilton Bur-_"‘.
natt szid  Battle’s death -
would have no effect ca the .

case.

“IT M eSS NOT dxffcrence
az all,” Ber*tt said, addmg
thzt a pe.ition of this kind
ceuld be filed with another
judige.

Gov. Buford Elhnnton will
name a successor to Battle,
but is expected to ask Mem-
.phis and Shelby County Bar =
Association for recommon
dations. -

A

Leo Bearman Jr._of the -

amicus

Quriae - -qomniitlee

named by Battle to assist
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pim in apolving bis oider , BATTUE DID NOT retura *. BATTLF _MARRIED the .
. Jimiting puolicily in the Ray  the call and, in late after. former Flormce Worfield .

case, said thégjudge’s death ~ ¥hoon, as Beasley was leav-  Boyce of Mcnwphis in 1941,
may renderixontempt pro- ing, he saw lights on in Bat- - He is also survived by foir.
cecding agdinst six persons - tle's office. - . Children: Mrs. B. Frank
" mool. Bul, B said, the law It was then Beasley en- . King of Germantown, W, J
must be researched concerne tered Battle’s chambers. Britton HI, Mrs. E. R. Kin- =
" ing this. Battle had been a Criminal , nebrew 11, and Walter Pres- !
Court judge since 1959. | ton Battle Jr., all of Mcm-
THESE INCLUDE Press-  He was born in Mcmphis, - ' Phis, three grandchildren|!
- Scimitar reporter Roy B. and attended Idiewild | iand a brother, John Battic, |!
: Hamilton and Commercial  School, Memphis University  ©f Kingston, Tean., - 5
Appeal reporter Charles Ed-  _school, Woodberry Forest BRattle was the judee in |
. mundson. Battle delayed  School at Orange, Va., Wash-  both trials of Loniz ¥, !

2 sentencing them on convic-  jpoton & Lee University,
tion of contempt, saying by and the old Universityt);'lw

* their future conduct they  Memphis law school. He re- :
might purge themselves. - ‘ceived his law license in

» The State Supreme Court : A
“ last weck dealt a blow_to'; ;Si?h._igeaus:g:d as assistant .

3. Ray’s kLopes for a new trial, 1945. ._.._?' fﬂm 134 to -
i ruling in ascass-similar to.
::Ray’s z defendant cannot eet . .
a new tiial on grounds he - law practice from 1345 until <
~ “was talked into pleading ~ 1959, when he won election to

-

gty by his attorney. Rayis  ill the newly created court = higher courts, but attorneys !
.reporied to contend that bench he served until his . Roted that was the markoi a

- Foremazn pressured him into death. Battle was appointed _judge who heard many cases

= guiltv plea. . * - to the post by_Gov. Buford -and was not afraid to blaze
. pattle, of 142 Lamar,: Ellington after the Memphis - -mew trails.

+%as jound UNOCOnSCiouUs at_.— o - ' .- He ruled his court with

535 -p.m., clumped over his Services for Judge Battle™.- great dignity and courage.

wjll_be held at 3:30 p.m. t0--
- morrow at Grace-St. Luke’s
-Episcopal Church, with bur-
*jal in Elmwood Cemetery.
. Memphis and Shelby Coun-
ent ambu- - ty Bar Association will hold
Method- a memorial: servi

2xs> a his chambers, by
T As A2y, Gen. James Beas-
7% lapnive of the three prosecu-
“3ers -in the Ray trial Jast
" :moath. :
* A Fire Departm
- tance took Battle to
t jst Hosgital, where
- pronounced dead on arrival - .
" tat 8:0% $-
;A SHERIFF'S spokesman
if;?;gogat;‘fe&f;‘}tl‘?: ave & g Shelby County Bar Asso-

: Jerry T. Fnr?.n .e:ase"ah ty chatxon primary.
! coroner, confirmed, alteT @0 * girriqent jn  his _younger
autopsy, et e Jays, which be saidled bim
. Baitic had returned from a : mlﬁ,dﬁﬁ;s?ﬂl;?iﬁ? i
M it : ca that his aver-
'Horld:‘. V3Ca.tlon March lo WA sion to pubhc ‘speaklng
ithe day that Ray pleaded | caused him to join the liter-
< guilty to the assassination of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,

-h
.
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. and took after © He was a member of;” legal technicalities, and of-3,

I SR L | oo ket Bl e

v ";flLChCCkup F= Church““» <#=T=% . 7 He showed patience withs

Delore R e saw Battle |fubing, . - deop 323 gefendants or witnesses who!

- betwee {m ond 1 pam, e . S~ -appeared nervous or did not;.
~ yesterday, gnd autcmpted o4 - » understand legal procedures, .

:telephone him later. Y
3 He founc Battle’s secre-,
itary likewise ocould mot find
ithe judzz 2nd she called !
_Skeriff Wiiiam N. Morris
choet 3 pm. ' g =
“rea sh: found Morris ®
".ad 7 ot seea Batils, Beasiey
-2 “-qorl with her for the ~
iivec ca'lhim :
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BATTLE WAS IN private® °

-3~ dom to be found a multi-par-.

P

Battle was shy, tmnd ami :
"} that reflected in this enor-}

* ary society at MUS, so that -,
he would be forced to speak. .. .

over th~ Ray trial, -
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CRUICIZID FO
strict conlrol=ovirsagdcs
in the Ray case, B
mented ezt Folegs

the slale was cag

Montesi, grocery exevitive
accused of slaying his wile

Battle was a short, sturdy
man who was serious — al- 1

tq, police the patioral mews”,
media with limited contempt

powers--a maxasn of 1@
dayzin jaland 2 209 0pe, 4
P2t then ailed: 1 Roue 2
a passinp {0 see thae dfaig o
case, §

:most scowling — on the
dench. He had a reputation -
for conducting @ “no-non-
sense™ courtrooMe = -~ -

SEVERAL OF MIS dcci-’
sions had been reversed by

'

spozk, wnder a microsoope,?.
is tried as fairly as I can ;
have it.” ’
The threchour guilt -iea
trial ¢f Ray, which resuited

»

illustrious career for Batue. "7 -

The Tennessee Supreme-
Court, handing down a deci- .
‘ sion in one of his cases in
} February, 1963, recognized
_ his rare ability as a jurist
' and commended him, say-
ing, “In all the annals con-
cerning the application of
criminal law in this state, or
any other state, there is sel-

s
.

s,
-

ty and complex criminal }
‘trial which has been con-.§
ducted with such judicial re- §
straint, patience and excel-]
lent legal discrimination as’}:
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 mous record. What has been;
. done here in the trial court :
¢ is, indeed, a lasting tribute ;!
" . to the trial judiciaryofthisii
state.” €3 ’
Battle was a stickler for.:|

A,

| but he often had sharp words .
+ -for attorneys who attempled .
t grandstand tactics in his
socourtroom. - ¢ ——==3
. Battle was picked by lot
Z irom among the five Crimi< 1
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in a $2-year prison senlince, .
was the climax of.2longsnd s
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