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‘"To Void

James Earl Ray, confessed
killer of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., wants to void his
guilly plea and get a new trial
in Memphis.
¢ Ray's intention to seek a new
hearing Wwas sta in a let-
ter he wrote from his cell in
State Pcnitcntiary to Judge W.
Preston Battle, who on March!
10 accepted the guillty plea and
imposed 3 gn-year sentence.

«He said he's going to file @
post—conviction petition and get
a lawyer,” Judge Battle said
Wednesday in disclosing receipt
of the letter. «1f he does, then
we’ll have an evidentiary hear-
ing.” [

Such 2 hearing would give
Ray a chance to show that his
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the extent that a new start in

. the case is warranted.
Expressing no surprise at
Ray’s move, Judge Battle com-,
.mcnted: «Everybody does it."‘
Petitions from prisoners have\
" flooded the courts in recent yearsj
in the wake of Supreme Com'\

< lgecisions move charply de-
lincatiry the pretrial rights of
accused persons. \

who advised Ray to plead guilty
and who says his connection
with the prisonct is now endcd,
said in New ork:

1 think that James Earl Ray
enjoys the spotlight and any way
'he can keep the center of th
stage he will An it 1 wish hix&
‘well. 1 don't think it advisavieg

pPercy Foreman. the lawyer|

(Indicate page, naome of
newspaper, city and state.)
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