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froner Visits With Ray,

.~ Says Plea Was Pressured

. " Jumes Eal Ray’s third attorney emerged (rom a two-hour
visit Ray’s maximum security cell in Nahsuidle ye saday '
' saving -the convicted killer of Dr. Martin Luther King it was :

~ressured into pleading préliy.”

J. B. Stoner, onee tiv - icC presidentiog . adid i ol the e e o A i
.xctional States Rights Party and a Savannah, Ga., aneyer L (Intemte g, wame oL
.long asscciated with the Ku Klux Klan, visited Ray at the nexapaper, cily and g2

‘Tennessee State Prison. He said he had new informaticn in the
.Roy case. 1 '

i Stoner would not discuss his him, “He (Ray) is not puilty,” g
‘paw isformation. He refused Stener said. “I think Mr. Ray —— PAGE e
v+ ament when hsked if hef's the victim of a conspiracy."™ ' 4

would help Ray in his hid for 24, Ray has written Criminal}
"y, tnal, thouph he had said Court Judge W. Preston Jsttle . N :
ii+lier that he would. asking for a post-contiction — COIRERCIAL A™v i
| : . |hearing — to wiich he is enti-] -

' The atterney added that “the tied under Tennessce law —i.
ravionat States Rights Part but a hearing connot be held : . s
ty e like Martin Lﬁcifer (si('))' until the judge returns froma} _ — MEMPHIS, T&NN.
'y mg and I didn’t like Martin vacation later this weck. ;
= ucifer (sic) King, and I've
iuever shed any tears about |
‘what “appened to him.” He;
said e didn’t think his asso-

eiation with the Klan or his .
s s attorney, Arthur J. Hanes of .
raacty v-ould hurt Ray’s €ase. | Birmingham, asking for assist-
Stoner said, at the moment,|. ..o _ ¢
ke cents . : e
,‘:“ls oy :ﬁgiekixntl‘i\rieﬁzy il Hanes said he “might some-
gl = B8 y s j|time g0 up and talk with
~- Aile against several nat;or&a James Earl Ray, but I've nev-|.
' ,magazines_for false and de-1.r had any intentions of get-|'
*.amatory ...Charges against ting back in the case.” ‘o

Ray has not said Stoner|
would be emploved in an ap-
peal for a new trial, but he
wrote a letter to his former
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Ray dropped Hanes Nov. 10, ¥ 2. D ~ ok
the night before he was first Date: p - “ 7
scheduled to come to trial, and| Edition:

|hired Houston attorney Percy

Foreman, who was represent-| Aathors T
ing him Marck 10, when Ray| . Editor: GORDON IAs=?
leaded guilty and wu.s sen-} Title: :

|tenced to 99 years in prison.

In Memphis yesterday, Rus-
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ney who helped Hanes investi-
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