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TO: Director, FBI (66-16458) 

  

FROM: SAC, Birmingham (105-469) |. 
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Re Miami airtel to Bureau, 7/13/61 
Birmingham letter to Bureau, 7 13/61 (Bufile 100-356570)." 

epirtel stated Miami has been authorized to pay oa 
Zampup to $60 per week for services, but that this. oe 

appear adequate for perigpd 7/4 - 12/61 while CI was- in: 
Birmingham Division and en route from and to Miami. Miami: = 
requested Birmingham to request Bureau authority for Miami to * 
pay CI an_amount commensurate with the risk involved and time’ a 

  

consumed. 
ey 

Birmingham is in agreement that payment ab the rate of 
$60 per week is inadequate for the services rendered by informant’: 

'while in the Birmingham Division, and recommends that the Bureau; on 
authorize Miami to pay informant $150. The following reasons 
are submitted in justification: mo ee OE 8 

; 1) Informant volunteered ‘to attend a national meeting 
-at Anniston, Ala. on 7/8/61, and while there to attempt to 

RM; DMV, CR. 

Pacthe Dixie Klans, 
amgerous person. Informant 

was also required to mingle with other members and delegates to. 
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BH 105-469 

this meeting, from various parts of the country, a1l1_of,, 

4nvolved risk of exposure and personal harm to him. 2.77 
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rie 3) Informant furnished a statement madg by ca a 

relating directly to the person responsible for throwing e@ foe 

bomb in the above described case, and also furnished information’ = ._ 

concerning a person who might have delivered the bomb. wo ee 

Se 4) Informant was the only source(known to the Cogn ; 

- Birmingham Office at this time) who attended a closed meeting :: 

’ of all delegates on 7/9/61. — e-furnished details concerning |“ 

“13,0 the proceedings which occurred at ths meeting, anda list off: 

names, addresses, and organizational affiliation of attending”: 

delegates. 
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5) It appears that informant conducted himself well,’ 

that he made every effort to comply with his assignment, that -. 

he reported his observations ina most thorough manner,) and j.4% 57%, 

that his services were of value to the Bureau. mee SS oar tee ee    
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Immediately submit pertinent information « contained SAAT in reairtel in letterhead memorandum Suitable for, ser tat on. 
     

” under appropriate Klan caption,’ Sie . BR ES . at. 
ve “t oe a ys) ‘ ae: Boo    should. ‘be closely °°? :,% 

received ‘concerning the’ : location of & ates dynamite cache or any effort on his | part to use ¢ illegally should be furnished to the Bureau and local authorities immediately. 
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ete PA ecause. ae reve he will "plow UP. 

some Niggers "which will get them into: trouble. 
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AIRTR "7 AYRMAIL , / 
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_---------------* ee ne ee ee ee ee ee wee -~-Lo ~~, — r 

t TO ¢ DIRECTOR, FBI LAE BSS5TO} oe a 

os SAC, SAVANKAH (157-210) a P 

as : EXNIGHTS OF THE EKK, INC., aka > 
“O “tional KKK, Consolidated ; 

‘ “eeving at Columbia, 8. C. : 

; “9 & 10/61 
RM 

ji _FOK a. rN 
} “SO rennet, 

| Re Yiani airtel te Bureau 8/18/61. Oo. 

On 8/25/61, ) @ advised that captioned =~ 
|-[_meational meeting will mb with a free barbecue supper for all 

1°" Klansnen at Taylor Brothers Landing, Lake Murray, S. C., on the \ } 
afternoan of 9/9/61, after which the group will preceed to 

| Qranceiavs, S. C., where they plan to have a public epeaking XK ; 

ane -witusor rally that night. He said that Klarnsszen have been ™ 

- 

mévices they can obtain directions to Taylor Erothers Landing, 

hota “iurray, S. C., beginning at 11:60 Al! 9/9/61, from persons 
“tou s2°7 tearing a Confederate fleg, which car will be parked 

ie front of the Lexington County Courthouse, Lexington, S. C. 
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He said there will be a private meeting at the Skyline 

Cink, West Columbia, S. C., on the afternoon of 9/10/61, and that 

his Tlavern was instructed that only two delegates from each state 

Cai. Sttcad this meeting. Informant advised that it has not been 
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-gumeunced who the delegates from South Carolina willsbe, but that NY 

| . ke doubicc he will be one of the two elected or appointed delegates. 4, 
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to. :,-:« Mr.:~Rosen x 
pare; 8/30/6l Suilwon — 
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wo Frat : C. OL. McGow - 
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SUBJECT: DESEGREGATION OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS , oo eon 

VOLUSIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CIVIL RIGHTS Uo 
Kote BA tape oe ge he Pe. 

= reported that the sia ee 

Florida Mans, 
a on 8/29/6hthat he had visited om 

William’ Sommerse 
eae Ain Miami and had / 

oined from Sommerset that the 2 couple of spies’ in the klan. 

Eemmrcported that Sommerset knew verbatim what had been said about 

illingness to offer $150 to someone to bomb Negro homes and that 

Sem vould contact Sommerset in this matter. He also reported that 
. 

Mcet knew that the statement had been made that $100 had been paid =, 

to Sommerset to take care of Martin Luther.King. Qi@gagurther claimed £--—- 

that Sommerset had ¢ hibited a Photostat of a =a had written 

wees as eer ee ae ree oe ae Sinmerset claimed 

le tha 
ugh whom he was able to 

eh 

get a copy of the letter. 

  

Klavern to announce that plans Y somes haa been called 

off because there were spies in the organization. 
nlans to send a 

     

       
    

    

  

    

telegram to of Atlanta and havags 

the entire situation. Se 

| Scone, INET. 
| 

Miami informan 1ad stated earlier in the#day that Wee . 

claimed he had a friend in the rBl at Daytona Beach through whom he could ~ 
’ 

obtain anything, but informant did not believ em 
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: OTREGORDED f/f ‘ 

   
   

  

     
   

  

    

    

vo 133 SEP 14. laut ‘ 

1. SAC Edgerton was instructed to ascertain Uy er! . 

personally acquainted with any Agents in Daytona Bea 
a, and what - 

contacts these Agents have had with mm Edgerton was also instrug¢ j 

to ascertain whether or not any calls were made or telegrams sent by ne 

3 MA in Atlanta and to ascertain if any telephone calls were made by 

4 Ato North Carolina concerning aaa = be 5 

‘ 

: 
me 

j nth so NY ~ Yea Yu 

J Sey! : oe ser 6 180 iN 

po ee 
| ie ct 

2. Wp > 

enn 
2 —w : 

Tee OS 
— —= ammnreeagets 

_ 

ATURE nee 
RE ENE oe, i aerate are 

PINAR ee. Fy PO OS oo I, Sa SE eo. ek.



          

     

  
  

e
r
 
e
r
y
 
p
e
n
o
w
 

g
w
 

w
e
e
 
r
e
 

me
n 

R
e
 
e
e
 

EY
 T

E 
IR
 

Memorandum ‘ory Rosen 

» adhec Baker of the Miami Office was advised that Miami ~ | 

should not initicte contact with informant Bg until this. m leared 

up. Yeo was furthor advised that the Acor re ere ae HOWL 

not contact Miami informagpé we Also instructed 

' to obtain a statement from ns to what statements he had made to 

the informant and whether or not informant had received a copy of te 

letter tol and if so, how he obtained same. 
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TO : Mr. pe meg DA , DATE: 9/11/61 Eo 7 
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From : A. meet ‘ o .  Geney . 

supject: SECURITY OF RACIAL INFORMANTS 
é 

we
 

    SYNOPSIS: 

United Florida Ku Klux Klan    
Bureau and its informants. 

He is reported to have stated he’is close to an FBI Agent, 
[f= Daytona Beach and can get anything he wants. _— OK 

   
   

    

  

We have checked this and found it to be untrue, TA two 

‘Agents assigned to Daytona Beach have en interviewe 
5 we has never been in contact with and SA @&      

     
    

eing in ; “3. 
. RB 

) ‘ as stated William %) 
sSomersett had shown h etter. Somersett, WH J 
“active in klan matters, is an informant of our Miami 0 
px Said the Fhotostat was of a letter he had sent to 

“ and also said Somersett stated he got the Fhotosta 
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This has also been found to be untrue since the iliami 
Office never had a Photostat of the letter and it was never discussed 

with or exhibited to Somersett by any Agent. 
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from Son ett. 
verbatim dctails o 

was not present. 
    4 at which Somersett 

Cur investigation of this disclosed that a Miami Agent 
discussed with Sonersett in very general terms two points in connec- 
tion with the mecting in question. However, the substance of the 

| meeting wes not discussed with Somersett in detail and, based on 
this, he could Oe have reported verbatim what took place. 
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Nemorandum for MeFBelmont - . 
Re; Security of Racial Informants ne os 
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concerning Somersett were _ 
omersett should not be questioneg 

Since the allegations by 
only heard by four persons 
concerning 

stralg 
to do so vw 

| Il appearstkg 
of the type S¢ Orth above to stir up apprehension in his own 

organization and scare out any possible informants. . 

       

  

Although there is no verification of allegations, 
lilami is being instructed to assign the handling’ 0 onersett to 
two Agents other than those presently assigned. This will provide 
opinions and impressions of additional Agents as a basis for 
evaluating Somersett 
Somersett closel 
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont 
Re: Security of Racial Informants 
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part of 
uncover: 

Gall: ATEMENTS AT KLAN KEETING, 3/20/61 ~—9 - pote Ee 

  

        

     
  

e had paid Somersett $100 at one 
time to "© rr Martin Luther King in a Montgomery, P 

_ Alabama, jail. Although Somersett reportedly had made plans to have _ t. 

King poisoned, King was released from jail before this was ioe 
accomplished. 7 : 

ACTION BY MIAMI OFFICE - . 
r% : oo   

Upon being furnished above information, Miami questioned 

Somersett as to whether he knew of any plans by ¥& 
with Volusia County school desegregation and whe 
received money in connection with a plot to kill Maryin Luther King 
in a Nontcomery jail. Somersett denied any knowledgé of such plans 
b\ftecscemmm and said he had never been involved in any plot to do 

away With King. No other details of theg 
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SULSEQUENT STATEMENTS MADE i
 

  

Somersett 
8/26/ and 27/61. According to Somersett,§ 
a plan to stop desegregation in Volusia Cou 
donate $150 toward this plan. Somersett stated 
elaborate but did inquire as to reliability and 

mentioned he had 

aid he would 

trustworthiness of 
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Venorandun for Mr. Belmont 
security of Bactat Informants 

  

a klardswan from Bglle Glade, Florida. lso stated he was 
Close to an FDI ent in Daytona Beach, o a, (Jacksonville 

territory) and could get anything he wanted. Somersett was of ~ 

opinion this was a lie since he feels is a worthless 

individual who will say anything to fur is aims. 
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: : who handles inrormane oon 5 stated he has never 

men v3 this letter to the informant or " exhibited any type of 

communications to him and that Somersett, through fear, habitually 

refuses to carry en his person any information concerning the klan. 
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UNITED STATES" 4)Vi.cNMENT Bay: . oop te , 

Memorandum | | 
ro. :.~—C ERECTOR, FBI (66-16458) -. are: 9/14/61 wk 
Os BERTI Sate 

* : : Ce EE sh ee a 

ei om ssa, uae (037-363) 
SUBJECT: ae See a . a . ae Co me . . a 

C CONF. INFS. | a, 

Re Miami letter to the Bureau, 5/15/61, = M 

“tr no The following information is submitted ‘forZB 

. U justification of continuance of payment of this infotsant* 

in accordance with Section 107 N of the Manual of Ins¢ruck a1 sy 
tions: Bo 

7m 3 | 

1) RECOMMENDATION 2. @: 
—— OC  & 4 

I, therefore, recommend_that authority be be granted © re 

to continue payments_to_the above ir informant _up to 0 $60. PEE 

week_ foreservices, plus up. to $25._a week for_expenses ..- a bere ee 

actwally dncurred, for a period of four months, effective bo 

SefenbeX26, 1961. as 7 Cth 

©) RESIDENCE AND EMPLOYMENT lan 

fo change. | es . 

3) CURRENT MEMBERSHIP IN SUBVERSIVE 
ORGANIZATIONS | a th 

  

cL is a member of the Northern League, Florida ] 7 ; vi 

States Rights Party, Inc., Honorary Member of the 

Association of South Carolina Klans, Temporary Adjutant 

of the National Ku Klux Klan (NKKK) , a member of the 

Citizens Council of New Orleans, rai tsiana, for the year w 

1961, and has al eben, ageienedlas) Ene hegeh pf Og fF SH 8 
Communist Klaatdt Miam!.” The "Adti-Communi§t . 

assigned? Eo GEiby leaders of the wae ,in order that one _ 
could regularly attend meetings Oofi*the NKKK. Alkfpugh ee 

there is no such ‘Klan in Mikade it provided Sekt tus Benet . 

and he ‘cah> gélect™ up to three delegates to attend meetings -' ~: 
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Trip to Chattanooga, Tenn, - $225.00 “3/3/61, -      
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GRAND TOTAL . a“ 200. 00. 
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' second trip to’ Chattanooga, Tennessee. the: Informant * 
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Informant attended _two > meetings of the NKKK, one 
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Informant's potential is very good. He has a 
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