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Enclosed for the Bureau are five (5) copies of 

an LHM, dated and captioned as above. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE vw 

  

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ET . 

Washington Field Office 

in Replys Piaaes Baler Washington, D. C. 20535 
June 27, 1978 

. HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 
—-- UNLTED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (USCA) 

, In response to the request of. HSCA concerning tapes 

* or verbatim transcripts of interviews lof ri Nosenko on f 
February 26-27, 1964; March 3, 4, 86 ;/and undated informa- = | 
tion appearing in an August 13, lord, communication, all of 
which pertain to Oswald or the assassination of John F. 
Kennedy, an exhaustive search of the files of the Washington 
Field Office (WFO) of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI), was conducted. The results of the search failed to 
disclose the existence of the tapes or transcripts for the 
relevant period. The scope of the search, which involved 
the use of thirty-three Agents and two elerical employees 

( A4ncluded all those files pertaining to. ‘Nosenko; Kennedy, 
and Oswald; the Washington Field Tape Library, the Tape 
Destruction and Retention File of Technical and Microphone 

jo | Supveillances; the Nosenko Index ;! as well as the safe of 
‘Aw * | the Special Agent in Charge. 

  

Results of Search 

$ The search did indicate that from February 24, » 
1964, until April 3, 1964, a series of ten interviews of 
Nosenko were conducted in "English and Russ 
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Q at at least some of the interviews were taped. 
Specifically, in a memorandum dated March 26, 1964, the 
writer stated as follows: "During the interview of the (> ; on
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   HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS HSCA 

subject by Bureau Agents on February 24, 25, 26, 27, 1964, 

tape recordings of the conversations were made. There are a 

total of ten tapes covering these interviews. It 1s be- 

lieved these should be retained for an indefinite period 

until subject's reliability has been properly established.” 

However, there was no indication that this recommendation was 

ever acted upon. Further, there were no references in any 

communication coming out of the interviews that the tapes 

were either retained, transcribed, translated, or destroyed. 

It was noted in these communications that extensive notes 

were taken by the interviewing Agents. i, 

SCOPE AND DISPOSITION OF THE RESULTS OF THE NOSENKO 

INTERVIEWS 

The ten interviews with Nosenko were wide ranging, 

encompassing many counterintelligence subjects, some of 

which referred to Oswald's activities. The product of this 

effort was embodied in a voluminous series of letterhead 

memoranda which were retained in two volumes of a sub file 

of Nosenko's main file at Washington Field. With reference 

to tapes ranseri t until October, 1967, JG) 

when the CIA took over Nosenko (s- 

debriefings, ear efined systematic method was 

developed to interview, tape, transcribe, and disseminate 

information. It was not until December, 1968, that Special 

Agents at Washington Field formerly joined with the CIA in 

this endeavor, that is, interviews were conducted with rep- 

resentatives of both the Agency and the Bureau present with 

the objective of establishing Nosenko's reliability. GX) s-\ 

CONCLUSIONS . wo 

1. Tapes were made of some of the ten FBI interviews 

of Nosenko from February 24, 1964, to April 3, 1964./<, ; 

2. The tapes were neither retained nor destroyed. 

Why? Three reasons. One, given the penchant of. the FBI to 

record the disposition of significant material, it would seem 

inconceivable that the Agents would dispose of items deemed 

significant without recording either their retention or 

destruction. The fact that the Agents took "extensive notes" 

during the interviews has led the reviewers to conclude that 

the tapes were used as investigative aids to review the 
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ASSISINATIONS HSCA 

CONFIDEINIAL . ! Tan 

hy Xen - Fe) 

accuracy of the Agent's notes. Two, there was no compelling “ 

legal reason to retain the tapes. They were not recorded 

urreptiously but with the full knowledge of the interviewee. 

fastay, the FBI was not involved, at that point in, time,, inj; 
stablishing Nosenko's bona fides, a responsibility of CIA, 

but rather, the FBI was most definitely interested in ex- 

tracting the counterintelligence information Nosenko had to 

offer. The veracity of the information he provided would 

subsequently be established through investigation and thus was 

source (47 of the need to establish the reliability of th 

source \(%}.°~ 

In summary, Washington Field's search indicates that 

tape recordings were made of at least some of the interviews 

requested by the HSCA; however, there was no evidence that 

e tapes were either retained, transcribed, or destroyed. 

(>-\|[rne probable reason for not retaining the tapes was that at 

ww hat time the FBI interviewed Nosenko not to establish his 

bona fides, but to extract the counterintelligence information 

he could provide, clues to unresolved espionage cases as 
well espionage cases of which the FBI was not previously 
awarek$)The object was to obtain the information and reduce 
it to a form for dissemination as quickly as possible so 
that FBI Agents in the field could begin immediate investiga- 
tion. Once this was done, the tapes and notes were disposed 

of as there was ne compelling reason to retain either notes 

or tapes. 

‘The material appearing in the April 13, 1970, 

communication did not contain any substantial information which 

was not previously furnished to the Bureau. Further, it was 

noted that the information pertaining to the Oswald and 

Kennedy assassination recorded on FD-302s for the dates 

February 26-27, 1964; March 3, 4, 6, 1964, was compared against 

information contained in Letterhead Memoranda furnished to 

the Bureau for the same dates. This information was found 

to be essentially verbatim. 
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RE BUREAU TELETYPE, DATED JUNE 14, 1978. 

IN RESPONSE TO THE REQUEST OF THE HSCA CONCERWING TAPES 
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FUR VERGATIiD TRANSCRIPTS OF INTERVIEWS OF YURI NOSENKO ON -: 

FEBRUARY 26-27, 19643 MARCH 3, 4, 6, 19643 AWD ON UNDATED 

INFORMATION APPEAKING IN AN AUGUST 15, 1970, COMMUNICATION, 

ALL OF WHICH PERTALL | TO OSWALD OR THE ASSASSINATION OF JOHN 
Le ee AEA AE OR ETREN ER OSS 

Fe KEWNEDY , AN EXHAUSTIVE SEARCH OF THE FILES OF THE 

we 

WASHI sGTON FIELD OFFICE OF THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

(FBI), WAS CONDUCTED. THe RESUL TEXOFQAHE SEARCH FAILED 10 DIS- 

CLOSE THE EXISTENCE OF THE TAPES REC HP SSPE FO 

THE SCOPE OF THE SEARCH, WHICH INVOLVED rie USE oF 
PERIOD. 
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PAGE TWO WF 62- NEW UHC tated EFTO SeQRET Ay 
, PERTALiiI NG TO ;WOSENKO j KENNEDY, AND OSWALD; THE WASHINGTON \ cb 2 

FIELD TAPE LIBRARY, THE TAPE DETRUCTION AND RETENTION FILE 

OF TESUR AND MISURS; THE NOSENKO INDEX}: ag WELL AS THE 

SAC’S SAFE. i 

RESULTS OF SEARCH. 

THE SEARCH DID INDICATE THAT FROM FEBRUARY 24, 1964, 

UNTIL APRIL 3, 1964, A SERIES OF TEN INTERVIEWS OF NOSENKO 

WERE CUNDUCTED IN ENGLISH AND RUSSIAN BY SA°S OF THE WASHINGTON 

ae __ aT 3 

    

o 

(NEN 0: weve sere CD (6-90) & REFERENCES It THE FILES REVIEWED THAT AT LEAST SOME GF THE 
f Jobs 

p< INTERVIESS WER& TAPED. SPECIFICALLY, 1N A MEMORANDUM, DATED Ary ho ig OO Nb 
the j MARCH 26, 1964, THE WRITER STATED AS FOLLOWS: "DURING THE cues ME 

Ah fae “ 
INTERVIEW OF THE SUBJECT BY BUREAU AGENTS ON FEERUARY 24, yer 

255 26, ZT, 1964, TAPE RECORDINGS OF THE CONVERSATIONS WERE 

MADE. THERE ARE A TOTAL OF TEN TAPES COVERING THESE INTERVIEWS. 

IT 1S BELIEVED THESE SHOULD BE RETAINED FOR AN INDEFIWITE PERIOw (XK )(w) 

5 al
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PAGE THREE WF 62- NEW fetme-tea-S EFTO 

HUWEVER, THERE WAS hO INDICATION THAT THIS RECOMMENDATION 

WAS EVER ACTED UPON. FURTHER, THERE WERE NO REFERENCES fl ie VEL 

  

IN ANY COMMUNICATION COMING OUT OF THE INTERVIEWS THAT THE | L- /7” 

TAPES WERE ELTHER RETAINED, TRANSCRIBED, TRANSLATED, OR 

DESTROYED. IT WAS NOTED IN THESE COMMUNICATIONS THAT 

EXTENSIVE NOTES WERE TAKEN BY THE INTERVIEWING AGENTS I% Hu 

SCOPE AND DISPOSITION OF THE RESULTS OF THE NOSENKO | A 
a , pin mone 

IKTERVIEWS. = a? eh a 

THE TEN INTERVIEWS WITH NOSENKO WERE WIDE RANGING, EN- job 4 be 

COMPASSING ALL THOSE SUBJECTS, INCLUDING OSWALD'S ACTIVITES, a nk Yi 

WHICH WERE OF COUNTERINTELLIGEWCE INTEREST 10 THE Fal. THE on nt * 
PRODUCT OF THIS EFFORT WAS ENBODIED IN A VOLUMINOUS SERIES vo, =; | \ 

OF LETTERHEAD MEMORANDA WHICH WERE RETAINED IN TWO voLUMHS |” , ae » 

OF A SUB FILE OF NOSENKO'S IN FILE AT WASHINGTON FIELD. | po 

WITH REFERENCE TO TAPES AND TRANSCRIPTIONS, IT WAS NOT vol 

UNTIL OCTOBER, 1967, WHEN Tk: ees =— bd 

MMB cin took ovER NOSENKO DEBRIEFINGS, THAT A CLEARLY DEFINED 3-Dfe] 

SYSTEMATIC iNETHOD WAS DEVELOPED TO INTERVIEW, ‘TAPE, TRANSCRIBEs (Stuy
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PAGE FUUR WF 62+ NEWaeeee—eaes ~EFTO SEG at 

AND DISSEMIWATE INFORMATION. IT WAS NOT UNTIL DECEMBER, 1968, 

THAT SA°S AT WASHINGTON FIELD FORMERLY JOINED WITH THE CIA 

IW THIS ENDEAVOR, THAT IS, INTERVIEWS WERE CONDUCTED WITH 

REPRESENTATIVES OF BOTH THE AGENCY AND THE BUREAU PRESENT 

WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF ESTABLISHING NOSENKO’S RELIAGILITY. (S Kur 

CONCLUSIONS. 

1. TAPES WERE MADE OF SOME OF THE TEN FBI INTERVIEWS 

OF NOSEWKO FROM FEBRUARY 24, 1964, TO APRIL 3, 1964.’ = j 

2. ThE TAPES WERE NEITHER RETAINED NOR DESTROYED. WHY? 

THREE REASONS. ONE. GIVEW THE PENCHANT OF THE FI TO RECORD 

THE DISPOSITION OF SIGNIFICANT MATERIAL, IT WOULD SEEM 

INWCONCEIVASLE THAT THE AGENTS WOULD DISPOSE OF ITEMS DEEMED 

SIGNIFICANT WITHOUT RECORDIWG EITHER THEIR RETENTION OR 

DESTRUCTION. THE FACT THAT THE AGENTS TOOK “EXTENSIVE NOTES" 

DURING THE INTERVIEWS HAS LeD THE REVIEWERS TO CONCLUDE THAT 

THE TAPES WERE USED AS INVESTIGATIVE AIDES TO VIEW THE 
7b whan - 

VERACITY OF THE AGENTS NOTES. TwO. THERE WAS NO IMPELLING ha Pore Don! 

LEGAL REASOW TO RETAIN THE TAPES. THEY WERE NOT RECORDED | Mbtine 

SURREPTIOUSLY BUT WITH THE FULL KNOWLEDGE OF THE INTERVIEWEE. 

seer



| PAGE FIVE WF 62° NEW A EETSSEF TO | 

[issny, [THe FBI WAS AT THAT POINT in TIME NOT INVOLVED IN 

ESTABLISHING NOSENKO"S BONA FIDES,/ A RESPONSIBILITY OF CIA, 
  

  

BUT RATHER, THE FBI WAS MOST DEFINATELY INTERESTED IN EXTRACTING 

THE COUNTERI NTELLIGENCE INFORMATION NOSENKO HAD TO OFFER. 

THE VERACITY OF THE INFORMATION HE PROVIDED WOULD SUBSEQUENTLY 

BE ESTABLISHED THROUGH INVESTIGATION AND THUS WAS INDEPENDANT |. 

OF THE NEED TO ESTABLISH THE RELIABILITY OF THE source. ] (Kur 

j IN SUMMARY, WASHINGTON FIELD*’S SEARCH INDICATES THAT 
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TAPE RECORDINGS WERE MADE OF AT LEAST SOME OF THE INTERVIEWS 

. REQUESTED BY THE HSCA3; HOWEVER, THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE THAT 

1 THE TAPES WERE EITHER RETAINED, TRANSCRIBED, OR DESTROYED. 

(ire PROBABLE REASON FOR NOT RETAINING THE TAPES WAS THAT 

  
THE FBI AT THAT TIME INTERVIEWING NOSENKO NOT TO ESTABLISH 

| ‘HIS BONA FIDES BUT FOR THE COUNTERINTELLIGENCE INFORMATION oie a 

_ | HE COULD PROVIDE, CLUES TO UNRESOLVED ESPIONAGE CASES AS | yu 

| WELL AS £SPIONAGE CASES OF WHICH THE FBI WAS NOT PREVIOUSLY. pi 

: nvane Ye OBJECT WAS TO OBTAIN THE INFORMATION AND REDUCE Maree 

IT TO A FORM FOR DISSEMINATION AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE SO THAT Vary tat a 

FBI AGENTS IN THE FIELD COULD BEGIN IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION. (7 ap & 
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ONCE THIS WAS DONE, THEh= WAS WO COMPELLING REASON TO RETAIN 

EITHER NOTES OR TAPES. Ven 

  

THE INFORMATION APPEARING IN THE APRIL 13, 1970, COMMUNICATION 

DID NOT CONTAIN ANY SUBSTANCIAL INFORMATION WHICH WAS NOT 

PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED TO THE BUREAU. FURTHER, IT WAS NOTED 

THAT THE INFORMATION PERTAINING TO THE OSWALD AND KENNEDY 

ASSASSIWATION RECORDED ON FD-302°S FOR THE DATES FEBRUARY 

26-27, 19643 MARCH 3, 45 6, 1964, WAS COMPARED AGAINST 

INFORMATION CONTAINED IN LETTERHEAD MEMORANDA FURWISHED 

TO THE BUREAU FOR THE SAME DATES. THIS INFORMATION WAS 

  

FOUND TO BE ESSENTIALLY VERBATIM. 
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