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‘€ - . J talked with Congressman Gerald Ford (R R=Mict is an) at b hi fice: NM 
'thig afternoon. The facts concerning the allegations of& Peete i that he 

| saw Oswald receive $6, 500 in the Cuban Consulate, Mexic Sty on September r 18, 1963, 
jand the recanting of such false facts were made very clear to Congressman Ford, \N 
, He told me he was glad to get,the further facts concerning the matter, particularly _, 

iin view of the story that Joh iNMeCone of CIA had told him originally. | lees ae ee BN 
~~ Hh Ee 
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a ---With respect to the meting of the Presidential Commission on 1 Decemllex 16 

'1963, Congressman Ford told me that the members of the Commission, including thes > 
‘Chief Justice, agreed unanimously that no preliminary release should be made ip the” oS 

press regarding the facts as outlined in the FBI report, 
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” Chief Justice Warren told the Commission that they should strive t@ have 
Hasete hearings completed and the findings made public prior to July, 1964, when t ; 

| Presidential campaigns will begin to get hot. He stated it would be unfair to present’ f : 

| the Ainaings auter July, 1964, Smo ietim: QlteaTae Gi ues AE ate . gh e darts 
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~ Several members ‘of the Commission indicated that Oswald's handwrit ens 

statements in the exhibits section of the report should be typed out for clearot peg sal, * . 
Rankin was instructed to contact our liaison man, Inspector Malley, in this regard. NM 

: : °.There was no criticism of the FBI at yesterday's necting. There were ~ \ 
no alieeations ‘made by any one, including the Chief Justice, that the FBI had leaked . 
portions of this report. I again went over very carefully with Congressman Ford the 
fact the FBI had not had any “leaks" whatsoever. I told him we were well aware that the 
Department had done considerable talking; furthermore, it now appeared somewhat 
obvious that members of the Commission were beginning to leak the report. I referred 
to this week's issue of "Newsweek" magazine which contains a rather clear analysis 
of the report. I told Congressman Ford that "Newsweek" was owned by the "Washington 
Post" and that apparently some one was trying to curry favor. I told him we, of course, 
did not get along very well with either the “Washington Post" or "Newsweek, " He ° 

replied that he was in the same boat, whet he liked neither one of these publications. : 
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Re: Lee Harvey Oswald 

‘The Presidential Commission - 

  

I told Cong ressman 1 Ford in strict confidence that apparently Chief Justice War ren was’ 
quite close to Drew Pearson and obviously used Pearson from time to time to get *; 

thoughts atross to the general public. I mentioned Pearson's articlesof December i “ae 

1963. I told Congressman Hors as he well knew 98% jot te ragis in these aKEICTED x 

  

were en saprcne false. omar ee i et Ea i ae ele Sia 
2 eee Set ee 7 SRR AD ee ee aT mene 

Gonguessman Ford told me that several members had been somewhat ae 
i urprised, however, pleased that the FBI's report had been in narrative form rather — 
than written in a straightforward factual manner. I told him this, of course, was ° 

for the convenience of the Commission. He then mentioned Chief Justice Warren = RES 

‘had expressed the desirability of seeing the actual reports which back up those in - Met 

narrative form. I told him the Director had issued very specific instructions that 

these reports be made ready for the Commission. I told him they were — lengthy 

a dite 

te Two members of the Commission brought up fe ‘fact that ‘they still ~ 
vere not convinced that the President had been shot from the sixth floor window - - - 
f the Texas Book Depository. These members failed to understand the trajectory — 

{ the slugs that killed the President. He stated he felt this point would be crscaissed ” 

urther but, of course, would represent no probleme ~~ 2.5 0 2 et) fe tie 
0 Ge i Pe, 8 

tf Three members of the Commission “expressed decippotatment that - : 

U. E\gaughman, former Chief of Secret Service, had seen fit to make a number of ill- 

advised remarks concerning the > operations of the Secret Service in the press. The 

Commission does not agree with Baughman and criticized him quite thoroughly. They 

nevertheless pion to call him anaes the CanuniBeten and take testimony. "oa on A gt 

At the Commission meeting yesterday, Lee Rankin, the Chief Counsel, 

'was authorized to hire two so-called "technicians" who will assist him in research and 

‘development of the Commission's findings. The Commission was told by Rankin that — 

these men were skilled attorneys. One of these individuals isnamed - Adams, — 

a former Police Commissioner in New York. Another individual is a ‘person by the 

name of Jenner, an attorney from Chicago. The Commission was advised . 

that both of these men are available for immediate employment. Congressman Ford 

stated he raised the question as to checking the backgrounds of these individuals, He 

was told by Rankin that.both of them had very satisfactory backgrounds and belonged _ 

‘to no or ganizations inimical to the best interest of the U. S. Soveniient. oe 

praise ae whey . é 

a Upon leaving, Congressman Ford alvient me that he will be in Michigan 

ona skting vacation with his wife and children between December 22, 1963 and. 

Jandary 1, 1964. He stated I should call him at any time his posistance w: was needed. 
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Memo DeLoach to Mohr g Ea be eee Re 
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald bert ae ended 9 oe doe Ay    . IS- R wus Soe Cte, ~ * ; 

_ The Presidential Commission : Meee r 

He slated ne ‘bad, one asses, “He marital to ‘tales the FBI epaaty with him sete i 

he had nowway of transporting it in complete safety. I told him I felt the Director é . | 

would want him to borrow from us one of our Agent briefcases that contains a lock. Beeman. 
’ He stated this soul be — and he wouile d appreciate loan ‘a a briefcase very muche ee 

  

ACTION: - : ee Se ee CR enn Sah ee he See 

  

This matter will be followed very closely. If there are no > objections, | - 

I will deliver an Agent briefcase Caney a lock to Congressman —_ seen iP 

December 18, 1963, : i a y . a 
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