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“}'/"' ‘Katzenbach advised he attended - -

SUBJECT:

.

Ceputy Attorncy Generd
the organx:zational meeting of the FréSident's Commission to rerixrt - )
‘" - on the assassination of Precident Kénncdy held today. "Ile motiec = >~
that the nceting did not get around to the point of discussing e -
appointment of Chief Counscl or other staff members. The conscasus
of Commission members was that it would be inadvisable to have a =
large numnber of witnesses to testify before the Commission but .
rather the report submitted by the F3I and other agencies should : N
fully utilized. In this regard, questions were raised as to the =
.evaluation of information furnished by various witnecsses, L
Latzenbach was asked, for example, whether the Comnission would be
furnished with background information including a c¢riminal record, U
tif any, on various persons interviewed, He said he told the -; -~
Comnission members that this would be highly impractical as i
obviously the FBI could not conduct a background investigation on é
Icvery person they interviewed, On the other hand, he noted that if
the testimony of a particular witness, who had teen intervicwed by
the FBI, was inconsistent with other known information or otherwise
questioned, then be believed the FBI would honor a Commission T .quest
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or additionzl facts on such a witness., It was suggested that on:i: ] '
the Commission is organized, it might be desirable to have a liaisrn 2.
arrangement directly between the Commission and the FBI if it o
frelated . to invg_gtigative matoers, = }‘l\q«. o B te E e wv_’._:\:\ s :
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il #ith reference to the FBI reE%rt, vhich Katzenbach o~
received today, he said he was having it reviewed by his attorneys o |}
ard he planned to read it himself tonight. It is Katzenbach's = ?
‘:feeling that unless he notes something of a particularly disabdbling . :
¢ nzture, he fclt the report should go to the President as prepared i
‘{ by the Bureau without any change, He hopes to do this tomorrow <
+¥ pecause obviously the Comnission cannot begin ary activity until.-
they have the report, . S : oo
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X hcnorandum %o rr. Bclmont SeiE.
Re: Assas°1nat‘on of the Presidcnt

- At the meetinv todaj, hatzcnbﬂch said Senator Rich11d B._A
1nussell, o Commission member, was most sarcastic in asking whetu»r
4;h~ Commiscion would get the rcport before the FBI had leaked all or
f,its contents to the press, Hatzenbach said he immediately spoke up '
and said that he had talked w1th the Director and other ranking - - !
officials in the T3I and he ¥new that no leakx of information from ;
- tthe FBI to the press would ever be condoned. EKe said ne told
. ,uenator Russcll that newspapcr reporters have their own ways of = -
. 'developing information and just bocause they get a story it does -
i not mean that it was leaked to them, L e

The position of Tcxas State Attorney Gencral Carr, is,
i according to Katzenbach, most untenable., . Carr at the request -7
of President Johnson announced that he was going to have a State
eBomvd of Inquiry look into the President's assassination. Now -
lnhite House officials have told Carr it would be inadvisable
forhim to proceed, Carr is in Washington and will probably sec
resident Jonnson. Katzenbach anticipates Carr will make some hincd
of statement to the press pointing out that investigation in this
case has extended to many areas outside the State of Texas and that
action by the Federal Government is the only way the full story
chn be ascertained., This will be his excuse for not proceedlnv
H

with the State Inquiry,
.:C JON:
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2ny further information received conccrnin" thlS mat.ce
will be brought to your attention promptly. : .
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Munorandum to lir. Belmont : it
Re: Assassination of the President“t

6 ADDzNDU ‘(An csh), 12/6/63

#r. XKatzenbach called el o, e night of 12/5/63 He.f@;_f’"
2id he had read our rcport and it was "semsational." Ile -
wanted to know whether we thought a public statement should be .
. 2de, either by the Department or the Vhite Ilouse, to the effect B
- that the report was finished, and the status of the matter.
I advised him we had no opinlon on this; that this was up to
the Deportwent; that we had done the investigation, and were °
continuing to follow out leads, and we had given the report
j to the Department.A .
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with his original promise and let high officials of CIA, State
and Sccret Service look at this report on the morning ot 12/6.
I told him we had no objection., - - - _ ' e gz e - s
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} Katzenbach said if we did not ObJOCt hc would go tbrou~h

S katzenbach asked whether we had any views as to how the

. report should be transmitted to the Vhite Iouse or the comnission.
I advised him that, here again, the conmission had not asked
the FSI for the 1ncht1"at10n' that the President had, and that
we had done tae investlwat1on, prepared the report, given it
to the Department, and it was up to the Department to decide . ..
what should be done wvith it. _ . . R S

Mr, nhtzenbach said that 1f Varren Olney is appointed,as

counsel for the Presidential commission, Hatzenbach is going to
try to get an attorney from the Criminal Division in with the
commission, so that he will know what is going on.

Katzcnbach said he would probably like to get togethef .
|witb us on the morning of 12/6 to discuss the report, although .
he had very few questions. I told him we wou come over and
discuss it with him at any time he wanted. / oL e g
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