By ARTHUR GOLDEN

+ Ghosts haunting 2 country
mansion have ferrified three
. jitted Britens, one of whom

~laims to have seen shadowy

m aures. of his ancestors dis-
jpgommpinot the stone walls
- Of wt_:..:_w vault.

“pefare 'my home became
. {he focal point of a haunting,
T hatd never tuken the idea of
phosts  seriously,” declared
Sir  Walter Bromley-Daven-
porte & former member of
Parhiament.

“Now 1 know better. To my
Norror, 1 know ghosis exist.”

And, said a clergyman who
- exorcised the specters: *1
bhave absolutely no donbt that
this was a genuine haunting on
a major scuie.”

The chilling episodes unfold-
“ed at the huge Capesiborne
Hall mansion at Maccleslield
4n  northwest Ingland, Sir
2...:2.““ family has owned the
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TORMER MP - Sir - Walte
~ Bromiey-Davenport in fam-
" ily raw above where ghosts
«vanthed into wall,
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home for nora than 250 'vears.

Sir Walter, 72, said the inci-
dents first came to his atten-
iion in 1951.when his son Wil-
liam, then a teenager, repovt-
ed seeing a disemhodicll arm
raftling a third-floor bedroom
window f{rom the outside,

In facl, Siv Walter said, he
Iater learned that the arm had
heen seen 30 vears earlier by
the children of an employe
from thai same bedvoom,

In 1970, Sir Waller contin-
ued, he was approaching his
wife and a houscguest “when
suddenly a woman wearing 2
ong coarse gray dress walked
around « corncr, walked be-
tween them and entered ‘2
room tn their left.

“When 1 veached my wife
and guesi, I asked: ‘Who was
that?’ Iint they had secn no
onec. T realized then that T had
seen-n ghost.” '

The guest was Sl Charles
Taylor, akio an ex-member of
Parlinment. One night during
his visit, Sir Chavles suid, ne
was clinthing the main stair.
case “when 1 heard {he rus-
tling of what sounded like a
long silk dress. I looked over
the balcony and saw & woman
walking in a long gown.

“7 called to her hut she kept
kingg, She rounded o
ahead of me and then
just disappeared into thin air,

“1 {o}d 8ir Charles the fol-
lowing cay., My deseription tal-
lied exactly with that of the
figure ho had seen walk be-
tween his wife and me”

Anotuer foriner member of
Parliament, Sir Guy Lloyd,
told of slaying in a ground-
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{loor hedroom in 1971 “when
suddenly a heavy oak deor
swung open. f{here was no

breeze and nohedy in the cor-
ridor.” e

‘He got out i hett and shul
the deor. “Rut no tooner was
{ back in bed than 'he door
burst opess ngain, Then I jam-
med it shot with Jeaflets. Tt
would have taken a torn of the
handle and a really heavy
shove (o have opened it. Rut
aboul 10 minules loter it did
open, just like hefore."”

According to Sir Walter, the
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most {rightening scene oceur-
red on a Saturday night in
1973, e had entered a small
church on . the mansion
grounds to check on prepara-
tions for the next day's ser-
vices,

“Suddenly T saw what seem-
¢d to be the shadow of a man
rush fronn the vestry toward a
wal” under the family pew and
jnst melt into the stonewark, T
was peirificd, One after the
other, more shadows waiked
from (he vestry to the wall
and disappeared into the stone,
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mily for over 250

There were about 16
Then it stopped. The fap
vault was on the other sig
the stone wall, 1'm nn
overly imaginative ion,

years,

must have been the ghos
my ancestors.” 3

The Tev. Shoitne Doy
rector of nearby Monks €
Church, said (he ghosts
laid to rest only
another clergyman

ed the rooms. h

church on five

Summers Are Hotter in Gdd-

fumhared Years,

"By some aquirk of nature,!thraugh 1970, two Liritish geo-

siimmers tend o Le hotter
than averape in edd-numbered
vears il cooler than averatie
in. even-numibered years, acs
cording 1o an infeasive scien-
litie study of July tempera-
tures eondicled over a 60-yoar
period, :
After July

compaving

?

physicists reports
“fhe resulls show a highly
sianifieant 2-year pulsy is oge
curring in (e July tempera.
ture. ‘The main characteristie
of the pulse duving the past 60
vears  is the occurrence of
warm Julys in odd years and
cool Julys i even years.”
University of IReading scien-
t .Q . ..‘. \‘ a. ) i
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§0-Year Study
tists AJI. Gordon and §
Wells alse looked ot tem
tures dating back to 1721
althouply. they couldn’t
up with & reason, they
that  the hot-add, cool;
pattern has held good (o
past 250 years, thouglf
long-term differences wer
as striking as (hey have
in this cenfury. ]

of tt

what clse enn I {hink? ._.u

alter_hel

the years. ) L

She:

FRE et




