(‘ hairman Otis kae was piqued. His
House Sclect Commiitee on Intelligeace
had subpoenaed an internal Siate De-
partment memo, and Secretary Henry
Kissinger had refused to kand it over.
Conviaced that the Secrefary was cov-
ering up, Pike pressed his committee to
- cite Kissinger for contempt of Congress.

Then Robert McCioskey, the State
Deparuncat’s Laison man with Capitol
Hill, swung nto action. He persuaded
" Houwse Ieaders that such a contzmpt ci-

fation would badiy damage Kissinger's

prestige abroad. Therzupon. these men
mounted a quiet campaign of friendly
persuasion among commitiee members.
The result: Pike's colleagues overruled
hir: and voted 8'to § merely 10 invite
Kissinger to explain in person why he
_refused to refease the memo.

Protecting Dissent. Last weck Kis-

singer reiterated 10 Pike’s panel that he
was a0t suppressing any émbarrassing
inforimation. but trying to maintain State
Departnient r:orale and efiiciency. At
issue was a memo wriiten by a desk of-
ficer criticizing U.S. policy. in Cyprus.
- Kissinger argued persuasively that fow-
er-level policy recommendations should
not be turned over to Congress with the
names of te authors attached. Reason:
 Siate Department staflers might then
hedge their recommendations for fear
- that they could be dragged before Con-
gress 1o justify themi—as happened in
the Joo MoCarthy era. Kissinger again
offered to supply suiimaries of dissent-
ing rcgommendauoﬁ‘s the authors could
usufy about facts. but noi about their
" advice. The effort al compromls‘. re-
sumes ihis week. 75 3
The scrap with kltsmger was im-
portant for another reasorn. It typified
the way in which congressional commit-

tees investigating the US. intelligence

community have diveried themszlves
from their objective: to find meihods to
!\ucr \\"mh over lhc ClA FBI and sim-
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. ﬂar agencics. Both lhc Housc commi-ice
and its Senate counterpani headed by
Frark Church have been on the job
since early this year, and botn have
spent 100 much time britiing the Ad-
ministration or grabbing for beadlines
by concerntrating on flashy issves, One
moiive: peppery and agsressive Pike
yearns to run for the Serate in 1976,
and Churck may well announce his can-
didacy for President by year's end.

: The Heuse committce has been less
effective than the Senate’s. True enough.
it has learned a good ¢eal about the subd
rosa financing ﬁ"angcmen.s enjoyed by
intelligence agencies: that the General
Accounting Office, which is supposed to
monitor federal spending. keeps its
hands off the CIA; the ClA alumniin the
Office of Management &nd Budgsat han-
die the purse strings of their aima marer,

But many of the House commitice’s
ciarges have been inexcusably giib and
unfair. The committee heard forimer Ci1a

Aralyst Samuel A. Adams. an, outspo- .

ken critic of the CIA, charae 1hat top
U.S. officials had deliberately concealed
the true sirength of the Viet Cong be-
fore the 7or ofiensive: then Pike refused

to call the accused, as weili as other wit-.

nasses in a position to rebut the charge.
He also concluded that the intelligence

© community had shown incompetence by
friling to p.udul the Yom Kippur War
in the Midd!lc East and the Portusucse
coup. But these indictments neglected

" to consider that the Israclis also had -

teen cavsht off guard and that whike
the CIA should have been more avare:

of the power of the Portogucse Com. .
¢ muaists, it cannot watch everything or

be rig‘*n every time. The imellig‘nce
agencies’ many successcs are almost al-
ways kept secret, )
~ In the Senate, Frank Church’s com-
mittee has explored the misuse of the
Internal Revenue Service by the Nix-

on Administration to hound #ts polit-

- - -

" ical enemics. the CIA'S illegal reading.

l\ waking dSpEash, N’l uig the Fémt.

.three of the committee’s eleven mem-
©for
finances. 2

n> fellow 1gcncncs

of citizens’ mai! and other abuses. Since |
it diszovered in February. however, that -
the Cla had been involved in foreign
assassinaiion plots, that SijL‘C'- has ce-
upied more of the commitice’s time ~
than all other topics combined. The
record bulges to wel! over 11.000 pazes. .
Church became fascinuied with dart’
guns, shellfish toxins and other periph-
eral exotica of coveit eperaticns. Bat-
the committee was unable to pin down -
who was responsible for the vague plots .
to kill Fidel Castre, the Congo’s Pa-
trice Lumumba and lesser undesirables.
Deing so, says Commilee Member Wal-
ter Mondaie. is I kc. lrymg 1o nait Jcl!-
Oz wall” e
Future Plans. rho'»~h u'e sommu- o
tee docs not pn:m to reicasc its reporton -
the assassinations for ancther few
weehs, it is already the subie.

2t of con-
uoversy. In a letter that way hand-de-

livered 10 each member. President Ford =
urged that it be kept seerct. Charshand - - -
other Democrats have accused the Ad- 7 =
ministration of tryiag 10 suppress the
ﬁndings. and probabtly no more ihan .

bers wili support Ford.
On Feb. 29 the committec’s maa--. =~ .
date exgires. and much remains o bov s
done. The schedule is jammed with -
hearings on the CIA roie in Chile, al-
Jezations of-the FBI harassment of po-'-
hlunl dissidents and, finally, the pesd
iighter congressional. and White - .
House controtover the intelligance vomye v
munity. Unfortunately, there » witl not be
nearly eno ough time to give the last <ub-
ject the attention it dc:u'\cs.
In the end the commitices p.obao.
will maie sound proposals for watching -
over the inteliigence agencics and their =
juint conzressional panel
pechaps, e.ipowered o question intel-
ligence officials under cath. Such a sys- -

tem of accountability promises to reduce

future abuses. But some political lead-

ers at home and abroad wili still won-7 "
der whether that was worth bruising the =0
prestige and credibility of the Cts and -
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The National Scwrt!) Agency ls
lihc the Jorge Luis Borges fabie of the in-
" finite library in which all of the planet’s

“ily guarded. three-story headquarters
_outside Waskington every week the

world’s secrets ﬁcm from U S. spy ships,
surveillance piancs, sutellites and hun-
dreds of electronic lisiening posts round
the globe. Unlike the Cia and other US.
intelligence agencics, the NSA's mission

and cryptology. #t is the ultimate bug,
.the source of most of the nation’s for~
cign intelligence information and, like

"Compared with the NsA, the CIA is
asopen asa New Hampshxrc town meet-
ing. The NSA welcomes its confusicn
with NASA and the National Security
Council. It is the one federal agency
that claims—and gets—total eaxemption
from the Freedom of Information Act.
. When Harry Truman started the NsA
under the Defense Department’s author-
" ityin 1952, only a handful ofpeople even
knew of his ordar.

Four Missions. By one estimate,

cmplc)s 25.060 people, compared with
the CIA's $750 miilion and 16,500 work-
ers. At its Fort Mecade, Md., headquar-

and “the Puzzle Palace,” the NsA la-
bors in eatraordinary anonymity (o
monitor conwnunications throughout
the world and ti.en decipher the coded
messages. Irc that task it is repuied to
employ everything from the world's
fargest bank of computers to blind peo-
ple whose acute hearing can pick up
. signals on tapes lhat sxg‘ued pcop!e
might miss.

The NSA has come under i increasing
congressional ctieation. The troubles
began last June whea the Rockefelier
¢ immission revealed that the NsA had
fed 1,100 pages of material on U S. cil-
izens (0 the CiA's “Operation Chaos,”
which was aimed at uncovering foreign
. influences among US. radical groups.
Last week despite vigorous Whiie House
lobYoying against it, the Scnate intelli-

2 fhe I‘

Jndwledze and information reside, mad-
veningly encoded. Into the Nfn's heave”

is sirictly coinmunications—electronics

the CIA, a scurce of growing controversy.’

the NsA spends $1.2 billion a year and

ters, variously known as “Disneyland™ "

zzle Palace

gence commitice called NSA Director

Lew Allcn, 50, ar Air Force licutenant

gencral with a doctorate in nuclear ph)'s-
ics, Lo explain some of his agency’s op-

" erations. It was the first time an NsA

chief has ever testified in public about
the agency's specific activities.
The commitice was most inizrested

_ in the NsA's moaitoring of internaticnal

thcphone and cable traffic involving
American citizens from 19671973, Al-
len testified that the NSA, under “Proj-
et Minaret,” received “watch lists™ of
US. citizens about whom other agen.
cies such as the CIA, the Defense In-
telligence Agency and the FBi wanted

. information. In all, said Allen, the NSA

intercepied the international calls or ca-
bles of 1.680 American citizens and

groups and of 5525 forexgn n:uxonals :

and groups, -

The watch lists co\crcd faur basic
areas. One was internationa! drug trafs
fic. Another was keeping track of po-
tential presidential assassins. The other
two areas were ferrorisin and possible
foreign suppart for civil disturbances.

Cryptically, Allen told the Senators that -
.the watck-list monitoring had prevented -

“a major terrorist act” in an American
city. The episode apparently involved a2
plan by Arab terrorists to hide explo-
sives in a car parked on a New York
City street and detonate them when Is-
racli Premier Golda Mzir, who was vis-
iling the city, passed by.

began with Lyndor Johnson's anxiety
that foreigners were financing and or-
ganizing antiwar groups secking 1o drive
him from office. The FBI and CIA sub-
mitted waich lists. The Defense Intel-
ligence Agency had the NSA monitor the
foreign communications of about 23
Americans who were lra»clng to North
Viet Nam. . .

The legality of the o;:crauons is
questionable, The ebnmixtoc. arranged
for Attorney General Edward Levi to
appear this week to dxscuss the matter.
Allen admitted that the Nsa had ob-
tained no wanznts for any of the mon-
itoring and thai the z2gency had never
sought a legal opxmon on: the subject
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‘OIRECTOR LEW ALLEN TESTIFY‘NG
l:ke a Borges fab'e.

rrom thc Auome) Gcncral or the \\ b
House. He did point out tha: Deie:

© S:eretary Melvin Laird had known vt~

was going on, as had two Atiorneys G
eral, Johs Mitchell and Richard Kl
dienst, before 2 third, Elliol Richard, .
had finally called of the menitorinr—
1973, on 2rounds of dubious iegality, *
ACLU Sult. The commities was =
alone in its aitentions to-the Nsa i,
week. In Washington's US. disi~
court, - the American Civil Libei
Union filed a $500 miliion class-aci)’
<uit charging the NS and CIA with
ningalarge and iilcgal spying campa .

: - against anliwar clements in the i
Fhe monitoring of US. d:sslden!s .

1960s and early 1970s. The suit + .
brought on behslf of 7,200 individ:.<
2nd 1,000 groups on which the two ug”
cies supposedly k:pt files, moniic--
calls and cablss and opsned m:
Among the dzfendants are four ¢ -
munications companies—RCA Gic-
Commurications, ITT World Couar.
nications, Western Union and A
can Cablz and Radio Corp.~—hat &l
edly cooperated with the agencics -
helping them monitor communicatic .
Of course it was the US. Goverans
that persuaded the companies years »
10 cooperate with the in: ell.gcnce 2
ering. and. w..gresslona! staff m:m'r
point out, the ‘.ompa.m.s a9reed
matter of patrictic duty. .
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