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INVENTORY OF FINGERPRINT RECORDS - - - "
JOBN F. KENNEDY AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. .
_ASSASSINATION CASES . .- : e

S 171 o i : " Dlvece Socy
: PURPOSE: R -

. The_pgrpose f this memorandum is to set forth infofmé.ﬁéﬂ s
_regarding inveniory o[Aﬁlogerprint‘records of principal individuals™th the
John F.” Kennedy and Martin Luther King, Jr., assassination cases. .

. . \‘ i
- SYNOPSIS: B T R A s
. . . *. A - R "?\" - '." “_<"‘ ;-.‘ i-’_:-q

: Inventory of fingerprint records of principal individuals involved :
_.in John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King, Jr., assassination cases conduc- .
'ted Identification Division. Complete records of James Earl Ray, Lee Harvey
Oswald, and Marina N. Oswald, located. Fingerprint jackets of Jack Leon
Ruby and Martin Luther King, Jr., located Latent Fingerprint Section Special -
Dead File. Master fingerprint cards and master index cards for Ruby and -
King not located. Established procedures indicate these cards destroyed in "
routine purge, 1975, of deceased masters, since both records had been A
- deceased seven years. No records found to indicate any disposition of these -
two master fingerprint cards other than routine purge. Former Special Agents
assigned to Identification Division when death notices received indicate cards = - ™
in all probability would have been purged during routine dead purge. 7 é 37 :
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" Memorandum to MR. ASH
R_E: 'INVENT.ORY OF FINGER

PRINT RECORDS

== In accordance with your request, there follows an inventbry of -
available fingerprint records concerning principal individuals involved in the
John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King, Jr. » assassination matters, as -
. well as an explanation of the probable disposition of any part of these records
which cannot now be located, - | §1 e -73,_ L et e e TR

B JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #405 942 G. The fingerprint jacket was ;

found filed in its propér location in the Assembly Section, 1-7-77. The -
‘master fingerprint card was found filed in the proper location in the Technical e

- Section on the same date and the master index card was located in its proper ..

- . blace in the Card Index Section orr that date.i~All have been charged outin

--. . 'th€'respective sections to the Assistant Director, Identification Division. *

4o
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LEE HARVEY OSWALD, FBI #327 925 D. The fingerprint jacket, .
master fingerprint card and master index card were located 1-7-77 inthe 7
office of Assistant Director, Identification Division, where it has been filed -. .
. _since 1-6-65. This record, which is stamped Dead, has been re=chargedto -
- the Assistant Director. : L e

MARINA NIKOLAEVNA OSWALD, DOB 7-15-41, IN-U.S.S.R.
A single alien fingerprint card, submitted by Immigration and Naturalization © -
Service, U, S, Department of Justice, 7-21-62, was found misfiled in the il
male Civil File, Technical Section, on 1-7-77. The civil index card was
found in its proper location in Card Index. "The address of the person finger- -
printed is indicated as 7313 Davanport, Fort Worth, Texas, Alien Registra- o

- tion number A12-530-645. This record may be identical to Marina Oswald, -
wife of Lee Harvey Oswald. This fingerprint card has been researched and -

- no additional record found. Both the fingerprint card and master civil index L

- card have been charged to Assistant Director, Identification Division. I

res ' ’

SO JACK LEON RUBY, FBI #693 083 E. The fingerprint jacket - .
" (deceased) was found 1-7-77, in the Latent Fingerprint Section Special Dead el
File. The master fingerprint card and master index card were not with the
jacket and after an extensive search » neither could be located in the Identifi- S
. cation Division files. The missing master fingerprint card is for an arrest ¢ -
- “ by Police, Department, Dallas, Texas, of Jack Leon Ruby, #36398, on 12-5-54
charged with Investigation Violation State Liquor Law. The disposition on
_the docket shieet shows complaint dismissed. S

’

TR S T - - i
?.ﬂ pr ¥ 2y <7 4 .qm‘f-;»,\‘?q R rp o R gl U B rad B et ] R T e T ot AT B T Ay
oy -.:_& m-!"- LRV R N Rl  RIRNC Cr ').'Y et N o i 3 S ing gt (e N P ’ :




N Memorandum to MR ASH
L RE: INVENTORY OF FINGERPRINT RECORDS

S . Ruby d1ed 1- 3 67 of cancer ‘as indlcated on the ofﬁcxal death

; not1ce submltted by Sheriff's Ofﬁce Dallas, Texas. This notice was
executed 1-9-67 and was received by the Identification Division on 1- 16 67.
~On that date the Identification Division processed this death notice. The
processing would have required the retrieval of appropriate index cards -
from the Card Index Section, the master fingerprint card from the Technical
Section, and the fingerprint jacket from the Assembly Section. The master .
index c'wrd would have been charged out in the Dead Files of the Card Index -

» Section. The records_should have then been forwarded to the Dead Desk,
Assembly Section, to be handled. The master fingerprint card should have
then been charged out in the referénce file of the Technical Section, .. . - °
indicating on the charge card that subject was deceased. This charge card
..8hould | have been destroyed after 60'days. “The fingerprint jacket Would have RS
then been charged out in Assembly as a dead jacket, 1=17-67. The record
would have been ready to be n11crof11med at that point; STl ® ,‘f*‘ :

o Prior to August 1969 the master Iingerprmt cards were not
microfiiled with the fingerprint ]ackets as is now done. The master pnnt e
- should have been stamped Dead, and information obtained from the death ,-'_'_—.:.‘_7 -
- notice would have been written on the back of the print. The master ﬁnger- T
print card should then have been routed to the Technical Section to be filed in f c
the Dead File. All documents in the fingerprint jacket were microfilmed and,
according to procedure, after insuring that the entire jacket had been captured
on film, the jacket would have been destroyed under normal circumstances. ’
In this parhcular case, the jacket was not destroyed, probably due to the .. =~ -
possibility that the original jacket might be needed for some reason, since )
latent fingerprint exarmnahons had been conducted usmg the fi ngerprmt cards
in this jacket. - : - RN sea

o At that hme 1 19 69 a decxsxon was made to retam th1s ]acket
in the Special Dead File in the Latent Fingerprint Section. The master finger-
- ~print card,. which had been stamped Dead, had already been routed to the . -.
Technical Sectxon Dead File and the master index card likewise should have
been routed and ﬁled m the Dead Flle m the Card Index Sectlon. .

- In January, 1975 a Dead Flle purge began in the Techmcal
- Section. All master prints in the Dead File were reviewed and when it was °
- " determined by examining the stamp and information on the back of the mas-’
ter that the individual had been dead for seven years or more, the master
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' Memorandum to MR. ASH - -
o VRE: INVENTORY OF FINGERPRINT RECORDS

prmt would have been pulled routed to Card Index to have all lndex cards

pulled, and thereafter destroyed. No definite proof can be given that this is

the procedure followed in this particular case; however, itis a fact that a”

purge of the Dead File in the Technical Sectmn began in January, 1975, and

- subjects deceased seven years or more were removed from the file and
destroyed. Since index cards are only taken from file when dead masters
are pulled by the Technical Section, it is reasonable to assume that since -

- neither master print nor index card for Ruby can be found, then they were -

» purged during a routing dead purge, There-is no md1cahon in the fingerprint
Jjacket for Ruby that any other disposition was made of the master print. - L
Ruby's fingerprint Jacket has been charged to Assrstant Dxrector, Idenhﬁca-
tion D1v1$10n. ",

o -, .g‘ e e S ‘...1

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., FBI #169 213 C. On1-7- 77 the
deceased fingerprint jacket of King was also located inthe Latent Fmgerprmt
* Section Special Dead File. The master fingerprint card and master index -’ j_“, .
e ' card were not with the-jacket and after extensive search cannot be located in """
... Identification Division files. ‘The missing master fingerprint cardis for an -
Ly . arrest by Police Department, Montgomery, Alabama, of Martin Luther -
.King, Jr., #80161, on 1-26-56, charged with Speedmg. The dlspos1t1on on : .~
the docket sheet shows "$10 & cost appealed "o PR

King died 4-4- 68 according to mformahon recexved 4 5 68
from SAC, Memphis. This ]acket was processed and microfilmed 5-6- 68
and bears a notation that it is to be retained in Special Dead File for a perwd
of 60 days, pending additional instructions. The record, including the mas-
ter fingerprint card and master index card, should have been handled asa "~ -
deceased record in a manner identical to that described above for Jack Leon
Ruby. There are no notations in the record which would indicate any other - -
disposition of the master fingerprint card and master index card other than a
routine Dead File purge. A copy card or charge card using alias M, L.
L King, Jr..,-was found filed in the Card Index Dead File. This would indicate :
. that the alias card was not pulled when the deceased master fingerprint card
was handled. Alias cards are destroyed on deceased individuals provided =
that no more than five cards separate the master card or other alias cards on
, subject. If more than five cards separate the ahas card from master, the
o ahas card 1s not purged s B C :
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Memorandurh to MR ASH :
RE: INVENTORY OF FINGERP

RINT RECORDS -
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.7 .7 . The investigative files in both th King and Kennedy matters

. contain no original fingerprint cards. Former Inspector Beverly E. Ponde
and former Supervisory Special Agent Eugene W. Whitwam, former Section
Chief of Latent Fingerprint Section, who were assigned to the Identification
Division when the death notices on both Ruby and King were received were
contacted and indicated that in all probability the master fingerprint cards =
and index cards in both cases were purged during routine Dead File purge in

) the Technical Section. The fingerprint jacket for King has also been charged .

~ ~to Assistant Director, Identification Divisiéh, . .-~ - . =
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