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© hugust 9, 1976

L Dgan Mr. Tm-m-n. .

: I wss deli:ntnd to receive ymr 1e tter this mrning
expre :sing willim;ncss to telk with me.,v_‘_\,‘ Lo -

L I can think of 10 way to prove‘-to you that 1 have

. never worked for any of the amsncies you mentioned so .
you would have to rely on 'my word that that is the cese._ .
I have svent my entirs nrofee fionsl cereer as a writer
except fori‘éne year when I workedifor a benk end.enother

o “when I was ass ista'xt to the Secretary ot‘ Commerce. .

".

T should-y however. explain to you in greater detail

what I sm 1nterested in doing and how it was that I happened

e on ycur name. - Sl e e L e i -
Pbout two wesks ero, 8 !‘riend ot‘ mins in Chestartcwn.’fi»'%’ :

Marylend mentioned to me that he hed hzerd Bertus Vickers,

whom I have since lesrned you know quite well, mention

that you hed told him sometiwe in the late summer of .

S 1963 thet vou head lesrned of & vlot tha* would intérest

- him end others. Yoreover, he sald thet the €eteils you

gave him corresnonddd rou"hly to whet eventua"ly transpired.

L2st week, I went to Chestertown and talked to Mr. = - o
Vickers myself who confirmed this. His recollection of = . 7
the conversstion he had had with ybu was thet you had -~
sald that some graip (and he could not remember what it -
was,or even whe ther you had knownexactly what it was) in
eitler Loulsigna or Cuba was planing an assesination - - .-
- and that it wes probable thet it would occur in Texas, = .. .
Gow o~ Mpe-Vickers seld that then he had asked you to tell S
your story to thz FRI end that ycu d4did s0 -- to two af.:ents T
from the Dover otfice, a Mr, Pearthree and another man °
whose name Vickers could not recell. Thet is all he told
me, and therefors all that I know at the moment. AT

What interests me is the possibility that what you S
discovered might be more than is currently known by ths
oublic. As you may know, the Senate Select Committee -
on Intélligence hes recently comple ted extensive hear-—
;" Inzs on vsrious &spects of the par Bormance of this -

- eountry*s security agencies. One volume ¢~ the puolished

report of those hearings (which were secret) deels '~ -
specificslly with the assassinatfion and the subsequent
~ investigation of the Y,rren Commission., I have not fin-

1shed reading that vr.)l\”x'n'e‘, but so fsr I hava found nothing




-

whot you eoid Jhir T AT T e TR

. I peve talked { )iefly on the telcphons Wi two morbars
- of the commit’ | ste?f who orofcss naver - heve heard .
your nsme. This“could msen thet [or some . “a3son ths infor-
P A mation you gave WaS dismissed s~mewhore slonz the line .-
Pt e B8 irrolevant, insccurate or unrzlisble. But it could .-
i ... -elso mean that it ns bezn sUbrsssed or simoly loste.
I S - L S knos, end that of course 1is one of tre thines
w227 1 would like to £ind oub. . LT i

oo

<My moin omblem 2t the moment is tre t ,beceuse I have &
-~ never vt id much sttantion to 211 of the rumors and theorles
Ll o0 thret heve eurfacad over the years regerdine the essessin
Coow . etlon, I am herd put to e~3ess the news valus of vour
Pl storv 83 Vickers rslated it to ms. Thet oroblem 1s, of :
R course, corpound:d by the fect that I have only Vicker's
A second hand and very sketchy account of what exectly that
story wes. And,-this being the cese, it 1s hard for me T T
to know et this ooint what sort of book or magezine poten- - S
tisl there mignt be in all this, - - R T T
B o ing e
__ I'tooK the liberty . callat my litersry arent and -

AT T DT R

-t -

my publisher ths other dey, .ard, without mentionidgyour
neme , esked their opinioa on this point. yithout having
any jdes.what your sources were, it was dircicult to 7
discuss, but they seld essentirlly this =- that if the
inf ormetion is unique, thaet 1s to~sey i1t 1s information
thet has not e&s yat surfaced on the public record, it S
should at the very leest mske & magezine piece; sv3 that
1f it is unique end xzzILAR corroborstsble, it could T
vary well be the foundation of & booke - oL R

The big oroblem is soing to the latier voint -- corro- s
horating what you Saye. # rewspsper would orobatly go with
your story without eny backup evidence fust on §ke theory -
thet ths fect thet you cleim to kar~w domethine xzx news . o
whe ther it wes right or wrons. Byt e b-ok publisher or .
s mepezine contemplatina = lensthy article is going to ~ -
be much more fussy. They are very charrvy of heersay eccounts,
and will want the orotection ‘of havine cor woboration R T,
from ¥t other sources, I assume that the sorts of asources .
from which you must hsve got such informe tion ers not ~
goin~ to leap forwerd end volunteer themselves. And, to . .. .

- be honest, I sn not sure thet pursuading them to do so ...
{sn't going to prove bevond the abili®~ of eayone not -
equiped with thumdb scrawd -- cortataly —evond the ebillby = -

" . of an investigatlve paporter. But you wo-1ld bs battsr able -

.. Lo a3sess thst problam than Te | Lo T AP TR LI

. Now you knowW exectly wrere I stand. I plan to a»proach - -
tfe ¥BI to sze if they will let me look atb tre record i
of your conversatton with them, butb I doubt vary much that -
they ere goinz to be willinzg to coopsrate with me. So 2
evarytaing really depends on what you can and are willing
. to_tell me. ks I s21d in ny letter last wesk, I would-:i:
" be happy to come to-Mapion to tal% with you. But I frankly
_cannot afford the timo =nd ths expenidd w] thout having ¢
__a much clsarer ides of whet exactly I em likely to finmd
ooube ‘ et e e e
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. If you could i1 me e littlévmn-é"ﬁan,‘\.téféﬂbbaid
about the subst nce of the {nformatinn you «./v3 end '
give mo soms estimete of how dir~icult it would be to

get corroboration, {t wonuld be of ~reet help. - . . .-

‘f,”“fﬂ' © If 1t would hz21n you in Jetermining wnether yoﬂr in-
©i. ' formation was uniqus I could get eni send you & copy of -
R . the Sen<te re-~ord I mentioned eerlisre . - .0 el

I look forward to hesring from 7ou, |

£l ’ Yours truly,
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== Whet-are the reéulntions_théré fegérdiﬁé
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