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ee Seen Gee jof docunerts daal- 
ing with the ftavestigotion of the death of Preaidéent 
Kennedy. In this inatance he fa appealing from o denisl 
by William D. Ruckelsheus, then Acting Director ¢f the 
FBI, of a request for a FBI-memorendum concerning one 
Sylvia Odio, who clefwed to hnve information abcut 
Lee Harvey Oswald. 
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Attached 1s e& propozed Letter to & , whtch 
affirms the denial, This dentcl accords with the gea- 
eral policy of the Justice Nepsrtment to protect the 
files of the FBI #3 coming within the geventh exenption 
of the Frecdom of Infcrnation Act, 5 U.S.C. § 5§2(b)(7), 
which protects investip«tiva Files. (This fLle dors not 
come within the historical File exception. See 1 Fed, 
Reg. 19029 (1973).) 

In this case we bave what is called a "closed file", 
that is, there is no lew enforcement proceeding canten- 

- pleted, -In cases involving other agencies there has 
been a aplit of authority over whether such files sre 
exempted from disclosure under cxemption seven, but 
there has been no case to date rhich hes compelled the : 
FBI to discluse such a file, MNowever, the Weishera case, * 
Celsberg v. Departacnt of Justice, No. 71-1026 (D.c. 
Cir., Feb, 28, 1973)) «hich fa pending efter a rchcaring 
en banc, suggests thet the government, in order to withe 
hold material in e "clesed file", must demonstrate that 
hara would result from the relerse of the inform-ttion 
there sought, 

_ In this case, the nature of the memorandum meles it 
likely that the denlel would be upheld even 1f a showing 
of "harm" were necesssry. Thin Le because this meno- 
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. Ie is) for thia resron that the enclosed letter also elalms tha] sixth exemption, 3 U.8.¢c, $ 552(b) (6), o8 @ besis for this effirmotion of the denisl., The Attorney General's Memorandum on the Riblte Soroenotton Segtion of the Adntnit trative Procedura het (19 7), stotesa this ; exemption alsa covers 

all private or perronal tnformation contoined tin other files which, Lf disclosed to the public, would amount to @ cleerly unwarranted itnvaston of the privacy of ony person, including meabers | of the family of the person to whom the taferma- tion pertains. id. at 36, 

  

The {nformetion releted vl B|taiis withth this exenption,   A problem might orlse becnuse, in addition to Me 29 informetion, there are algo Several pages of names of persons vho were foterviewed by the FSI with “ negative results, evidently in sa effort to check out a report that! Oswald hed been in the vicinity of a bua station. It is concelyable thet a court, otiliziog the “harm” test) aight order guch nasas released, 
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Howeve 
persons neme 
privacy of 
integrity o 

» there ta en interest in protecting the 
d from publie disclosure both to protect the 

the individuals Involved and to protect the 
the F3I investigative process. The release of names of persons interviewed might cause persons te hesitate to mame other sources of information, an! might cause persons interviewed to be resentful if thay new the fact of their beinn interviewed would be made public, subjecting them to horassment by other “invest stores", 

and literery. 
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An addittonel rescon tu withhold this menor indum ain a position conalstent with that taken by nent of Justice in the Welsberg case, which also Involves matertal fron tho President Kennedys 
Assassination Investipation fils, 

re, 4t Le ovr conclusion that thia dental is 
ond defensible both from a policy and a 

legal standpotnt, , ae 

. 4 t a 

Robert G, Dixon, Jr, 
Assistant Attorney Generrt 
Office nf Legal Counsel 
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