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Ronald. 6. wittms, being : first t aviy. svorn, deposes 
and Says: 

-1l. Tana Fingerprint Examiner ‘employed by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, United States Doparinont | 
of Justice, Washington, D. c. 1 have held the position ‘of 
Fingerprint Examiner since 1047 and have been “employed by. 

‘the Federal Bureau of: ‘Investigation since 1939, 

2. In connection with the Investigation of the | 
assassination of President. John F. Kennedy many paper | 
Specimens were submitted to the FBI Ydontification ‘Division, 
‘Latent Fingerprint Section, for latent fingerprint examina” 
tion. Such examination was conducted by myself and others 

“ employed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the 
‘Latent Fingerprint Section. | 

relates to those fingerprints which nay be left on paper,” 
eardboard, unpainted wood or other absorbent surfaces | 

_ through normal, ‘perspiration exuded by pores | on the finger 

    

  

 



  
ridges. or by oily ‘matter present on the ridges. 

ea ee 
Seer ee Bo 

develapnent of latent fingerprint inpress tons involves 
ve AT 

print powdsir. ‘Latent ‘fingerprints | are ‘usually not’ 
opie 

. visible ‘on| paper, and must be made visible by ‘the. use|” 

et various) chemical ‘processes. Three separate ‘chemical 

_ processes | are used for the ‘developnent of latent f 

o prints. These processes are: .@) Todine ‘funing 

(2) Ninhydrin solution; and (3) a silver ‘nitrate 

Each of these chemical processes reacts to a epocific 

substance which may be present | ‘in the latent fingerprint. 

The chemical processing of paper for the developnent “of 

latent fingerprints may result in the staining of ‘paper 

“specimens. as well as the alteration of the sippearance of. -. 

- the documents during the processing such as, for example, e 

if washable inks are present on the docunent. ~ 

4. _ The chemical processing by the threc me thods © 

“yeferred to above is an accepted law enforcement labora- 

tory technique which is performed daily by the ¥BI in its. 

_ laboratories on a heavy volume basis in examining possible ~ 

evidence in cases of criminal activity. ay associates | 7 

and I at the FBI Identification Division examined much ‘oft 

the documentary evidence which related to the inves tiga- 

tion of the assassination of President John F. ‘Kennedy. a 

. shortly after the acsossination. 1 determined that it 
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 was nece sary to utilize the ve sbove-nent foncd cheuical; 
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‘Bubseribed and‘: ‘sworn to before > ey 8 a notary ‘public 
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SO IEA Bovixiae:    


