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By dM LEHRER 

| Staff Writer 
1987, The Dalles Times Herotd 

‘ew Orleans Dist. Atty. Jim 

‘s mysterious “code” 

which he claims tied in Clay 

Shaw with Lee Harvey Oswald 
at Jack Ruby-in an assassina- 

itn conspiracy may not be so 
sterious or a ‘code, 

. A 31-year-old Dallas area resi- 
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Mystery? Me? 
tee mee ee 

Lee Odom Shake 

* Garrison Theory 
  

_ dent,[very much a real person, 
althegch Jim Garrison strongly 

implied he didn’t really exist, 

in an inferview Tuesday did con- 
siderahle damage to the latest 

assassination conspiracy theories 
of the New Orleans District at- 
torney, . 

Lee Odom said in an exclusive 

Interview with The Times Herald 
that “Lee » P. 0. Box 
19106, Dallas, Texas,” in Shaw's 
address book had no unusual 
ceqinotations, aJthough Garrison 

cltims it docs. Shaw is the New 
OWeang businessman Garrison 

has charged with conspiring with 
Oswald and others to assassinate 

President Kennedy. 

Odom explains that he was 

only trying to promote a bull- 

fight and Shaw was sugzested 
in 1966 as a “good man to see 

about finding a place for my 
_ -bullfight.” 

And that’s why the P.O. Box 

19106 and Odom’s name were in 
Shaw's address book, Odom said. 

Using a complex decoding sys- 
tem, Garrison chimed this no 
tation actually worked out into 
bys unlisted Dallas phone’ 

. The same mimber — 
5 vas also found in Os 

notebook but without 
Odom's s name. _bu_O¢ Odom     

couldn't explain how the same 
number was in Oswald's not 
book. 

There had been a strong 
ference from Garrison 
.Odom did not exist. 

“As I said, I gave it to him,” 
Odom said of the notation in 
Shaw's book. “That was my post 
office box at the time—-19106. I 
rented it—or my wife did for 
me—in the summer of 1966.” 

“T asked the manager of the 
Roosevelt Hotel in New Orleans 
about who would be a good man 
to see about finding a place for 
my bullfight,” Odom said Tues- 
day. “He suggested Mr. Shaw, 
so Fealled him—or the manager — 
called him, I don’t remember 
exactly. . 

“He (Shaw) came over to the 
hotel, as I recall, and we talked 
for 15 or 2 minutes. He gave 
me his business card—I'll bet 

- I still have it around here some- 
where—and I gave him my ad- 
dress in Dallas. The bullfight 

didn't come off and we never 
communicated again. That's all 
there’ was to it.” 

The box, located in the Medi- 
‘cal Center postal substation at 
Knight and Maple, was reded 

in the name of a barbecue 
pany he was running at 

-time, ‘Odom said. CA check with 
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the Post Office Department 
verntied this.) —— 

“I used this address — P.O. 

Box 19106 — for both the barbe- 
cue and the promotion busi- 
ness," he said. 

The box was kept until Oc- 
fober or November, as Odom 

is it. “We have anther 
out here at the post office | 
said. “Here” is the 
nty town in which Odom 

tes with his wife and two 

children, 

They reside in a multi-unit 
Apartment camplex in the su- 
bgrban city. For reason of pri- 
vicy, Odom asked that the name 
of the city not be mentioned. 

30dom said he was nol aware 
tia? anyone was interested in 
talking to him until he was Jo 
cated Tucsday by The Times 
Herald with the help of the New 
Gicans Statesltem. "7 

*I: didn't have a chance to 
téadza newspaper or watch tele- 
vhion over the weekend,” said 

Oponi, a tall, rangy man who 
ws born in Lakeview, Texas. 

tHe" said he would be willing 
t6 fell his story to Garrison or 
anybody else. “I have nothing 
10 hide~niy goodness,” be said. 
“Syou can tell Mr. Shaw that I 

_ am ready to belp him if I can.”- 

fovom SAID he also felt sure 
* {Rat his story of the trip to 
New Orleans and his brief meet- 
ing -with Shaw can be corrobor- 
ajed. “The man at the Roose- 
viiCmight remember it all," he 
aid. “The records of the hotel 
hould show I was there.” 

As he remembered it, Oden 
in New Orleans for “tgo 

_or three days” in the latter 

pat of November, | 1966. With 
he“Tipics Herald Tepirtaspoes. 

ont, 7e Fummaged through some. Y 
of Kix personal papers in his >: 
apartment Tuesday and came 
up with the stub of his airplane... a 
ticket he used to return from 
Kew Orleans to Dallas. It is dated Nov. 22, 1966. : 

“I never throw ‘anything >, 
away,” he said, “and I'll bet 
I'll eventually find Mr. Shaw's. 
business card somewhere.” 

ODOM SAID ‘be did not re- 
call any of the specific things 
said either by him or Shaw in 
the November New Orleans con- 
versation. “I was trying to find “ 
a place for the bullfight and he 
said he might help me—some- 
thing lke that.” he sad. “But 

the ‘bullfight did not come off 
so that wasit. Le 

“That was the only time I 
have ever talked to Mr. Shaw 

had any contact with him 
\¥hatsoover.” : 

Asked to describe the man 
ked to, Odom gave a descri 

tion as to size—“very tall 
bis”, agr—“about 50 or so” and 
other characteristics which 
match Shaw's, . 

LEFT UNANSWERED by, 
Odom’s story is the coincidence 
of the numbers, 19106, being in 
both Oswald's and Shaw's Pos- 
Session, 

In front of the hvedigt nota. 
tions in Oswald's book are two 
Jetiers which Garrison says are 
“P" and “O." Others say. how- 
ever, that they are actually Rus- 
sian letters. : 

Usually reliable investigative 
sources in Dallas say that P.O. 
Box 19106 did not come into | 
existence here until the middle 
of 195 when the Knight and 

*Maple substation was re-modeled. coe 
This could not be confirmed def , 
initely, however, 

Since Oswald died in ‘Novem. 
her, 1963 aller being shot by - 
Kuby, this had given some ered- ©: 

to Garrison's theory 
tJe post ‘office box number 

long with the name, Lee Od 
avere phonies and existed ly 

as part af the ShawOsw 
: Ruby code. 
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