N ~
UNI1 .. STATES DEPARTMENT OF J. .'.1CE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

jcw Orleans, Louisiana
February 21, 1807

. ASSAS3INATION O PRESIDEET
' JOII FIT4LGERALD KENNEDY,
DALL\S, TEf4S, 11/22/€3

\I

-1_!’ .Ii ! .

LA confic¢ential sou:Sc vho hes iu'thc past
furnished inmsiflicient ivrformation to determine reliability
advised that in Septcmber, 1261, he was¥ throngzh en associcte,

Mr. Ed Butler, Lxecutive Director of INPA (Inigrmation Council
of the Americas), introduced to SergiojfrcachajSmith, the
! herd of the Cuban Denocratic Revolutioh¥ry Frdfit. ~Bource .
‘ said Dutler had rcquested he zssist Swith ip eny way he
could as Srith was working on plons to overthrow Fidel Costro
in Cuba. Jource stated in subseqgnent conversations with
Gaith the possibility was discussed of purchesing explosives,
fircarms, =T beats and jet aircraft. Omith, sourcc said,
[ was especially interested in purchasing mochine puus, onti-
o personnel wines, o Zil! Swiss Solohren Rifle su¢ sutomatic
‘ -2 .30 criiber carbines, OSource said Swith woo Ciscussing
the possibility of obtaining medical supplies such as blood
plasme, drugs, etc.

v Source sa2i¢ he and his partner discussed Smith's
proposzition and Suring the discussious recallec¢ some prior

1 -informetion thzt they had gained concerning an explosive

! coche. Source said they had learred through Crag racing
circles, which they were in business with iu 1261 that in
Houas, Louisionn, there were large stores of explosives in
some 0l¢ nrgezines., Source stated he could not recall the

, : nome of the indivicduals telling him about the explosives

: but the mnrozines haod been pointec out to hli meav the orag
strip which wos ne firnlane runway on or old bace. e
advised za he vecrlls the base wos crlled the iluumz Lir Brsc
ané his oriprinal informetion incdicated the nrgeziaes gontadpvad

oil conmprny exnlosives,
/ "" ,} "' .
/
e By . o

R R L E o e P o T Attt o v Y T I S N PO S

AR ) A oW R EMA

tan




. . Subscquently, source said he had a nunber of
? ~ wvisits with Sergio Arcacha Smith and had ultimatcly toléd .
f Snith he could get the explosives for hin for a $25,000 - ‘
fec., Source szid hc hed also rclated to Smith it was his
understanding plugred antonatic weapons conld be purchased
from a firw in the Jorth and ncw borrels for these weapons
could be purchazed from & West Coost firm, gource said he
told Smith he had aIso determined the poussibility eoxisted
that he coulé purchasc surplus Crnpdicn Vennire Jets at
the cost of $2,000 each. :

Source sald Bergio Arcachs Saith displayed

e numcrous photogranhs anwd docuncnts relzting to the atroeities

o being comnitted Ly thc Castro regime in ilavanz, Cubo and

i the Isle of Pines, lie said Mr, Butler during this tine

; restated his interest iv asssisting ‘Smith's movenment., lit

4 advised thot it became apparent the plons of this grouy were

; beconing more and nore coimplicated. Hc adviced that ultinztely
he and his portners were talen to the regidenze of David

\¥Fecrrie vhere ihzr were introduced by Siith to Feoxrrile, two
young cubans and Iwo youny cx-morives. lic caid uvon axriving
at the housc he was trken directly to the sttic where there
were mans of Cubi ¢isplayed on ihe wells, instrective
anterial lying around and & number of dififercut typcs of
firearus sitting iv a vracl., Ic stoted in the bascmeat of
this scme house there were two roughly asscndled two-uon
submarines.

| " .
-i Sourse adévised Ferric wos referred to as Coptain
| David Ferrie snd the two ex-narines who were sitting in

§ e attic unon thnir arrival behaved in gn cxtromely unusual
nenras, e Zihot ther o2encd o be werv “Llond thirsty™ -nT
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sullen nnd onc e quite a bit ol sttonting aeew .
: cocling and sncpping on Li-1 Gerand Nifle., 2 soid ot this
! gene inttial mecting he was told Ferric was an airline

i pilot,

‘ source ond his partrer discussed the complicated
situatior in whish 1his matter had developed and betwecn L
themsclves decided to furnish the information to the organiza- . ..
tion and step out of the picture accepting no profit. frono Y 4
their activities.
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Snurce said he told Smith the whole matter and

plan was far too couplicated so he would direct him, Smith -
and his associates to 2 place where they could obtain explosives

but he would not participate in obtaining them,

Yource advised his -wife, his nartner, SiHith,
Ferrie, two Cubans, two nx—marinc and nn indivicduosl whose
name is unknown, who had custody of a linen delivery truck
traveled to the Houma Air Base, Houmsz, Louvisiana. He said
they wtilized his 1956 Lincoln Supreme, one other automobile,
a panel truck a2nd a2 Mctro type step van, He related when
they arrived in the mabazincs on the air bose, Suwith posted
a look out on top of the bunker and they opencd the door to
the maprozine which appeared to be the best mzintalned
of the three available mugazines. le said thcey loaded the
truck, thc panel truck and both cars with explosives anc
headed baﬂk to New Orleans, ue advised the magazine which

an unrekalled oi1- oomuany.

oourcc advised that on the return trip they
tested some of the hond grenades which ha¢ lL.een token
in a swampy ares alonz the roac¢, end he 2ot this timc neticed
211 the explosives bore manufacturing dates of 1959 or later,
Source adviscd 3mith o~nd his compatriots ha¢ obtained fronm
the wagazine hand grenades, time bombs, explosives, thousands
of rounds of .30 caliber ammunition, tracer ammupition,
bazooka projectiles esnd rifle grenzdes, lle said all of this
ammunition bore the U. 3. Army Ordnance cmblem.

Source 3tated Smith and the others excitedly
discusszed plans to hlow up shins in Hovana (larbor, "szbetr
key ins stallotions and hlow up the pine line to Gnﬂnt¢nw10 L*v
Ilc said Ferric wns to be a pilot for the oryenization anc
they had moutioncd 4t -would bLe approxinctely two weels belfore
the explosives would cxrive in Cvlz. Ie szid he recclled
about two or threc weehs later news o7 randen bonbings
bocore nevs Do Cube,

Seurce sold he saw Bergio Swith on dvo or thyae
veeasions aftcer the tvresl: in of the ciplosivas wagezing,
the lost tire i 1"”? an he has scen lerrie in anscing o
fow tines since 10CY, Uz saicd he recnlls sometlice in the
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"past Ferrie being charged with wh t be recalls ro ;ndecent
acts by Jeiferson Prrish Sherifi's Office.

Gource reltesrted his involveuzot wios stimulated
Uy bis belicf ind nis feeling that the Cubnp couse woa Just
Iz advised 2 yeaseiwed hunulufﬂlv RO WONCYS SIOI Sryouc ‘
assosinted with the movoment aprd no onc hns conts cted hin

© obout the rattoer sincc the explosives were ohtsined.

sourse ccscrlncd the only anc of the ex-rarines
c could »euenixr s namn rry ox Ly (‘—”t nonic un“c"allcé),
vwhite »ale, 18 - 23 ycirs of ag & fzet 11 dnchon, 133 pounds
Garl, vr"lv haie, Light "unvlcxion, "nice 1nutzh'", Cressc]
maring greocwn 'at?f"cg with whitz T-ghizt, tzattons on both
LIME, :

™!

Source soid he wes sure *bat ncitao; of the
ex-nnrines he met wom Lee ilzrvey Oswrlda,

This decumacnt contning neither vesomwmencrticns
vor <orclngin of the FLI, It is thc propcedry o7 the PUI
aud is loancd tu your agzency; it and it contenis —ie not
to be distriluted outside your oarcensy.
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