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i{ - DistricP-A%qeney Jim
.|Garrison called a news
gconference this after-
; moon, apparently to an-

" | nounce further develop-

)
i
i
]
i

! ments
non of the assassiration

of Predfdest_, John F.

| Kennedy.

gryat

his” juvestiga- .

The conference was called
“+ at the Fontninebleau Motor
o Hotel.- 3

3 GARR!SON apparenlly an-
tstes-Item for

MRS, MMFS was called
into Garrison's office after all
the other reporters had been
briefed and spoke with Wil-
liam Gurvich of the DA’s staff.
She asked e were

to be barre'.'..i&--‘the con(er-
ence,

“Yes,” said Gurvich. “Mr
Garrison does not want any
representative of local news-
papers at this press confer-
encc ”

EARLIER today, a parish
- prison inmate linked to the
. probe declined to be moved
! to a private cell despite asser-
tions by Garrison that the lives
of some witnesses are in jeo-
pardy.
Miguel Torres, in jail on a
burglary count, reportedly

barred Jocal newspaper re-
porters from the conference.
The DA reporiedly wanted

magazine first.

breakingwhe_stover last week,

fo use the story in a national
. same public tier as usual at
1 Beforecthe nemg conference, -

representatives of various -

the scheduled conference.

confer

last Friday. Also barred

yune reporier, B Bob _Ussury.

news medfr—were=called into
Garrison’s office, some singly,
some In groups, and told of

Thery were told not to give
ﬂlls information to the States-
Q‘\.

Speclﬁchlly barred from the
were_ Rosemary
James and Bert Hyde of the
States-Item staff. Mrs. James

was one of three reporters
*who broke the original story ;

was under questioning in the
case. He lived near accused

" presidential assassian Lee

Oswald on Magazine st. in
1963,

Criminal Sheriff Louis Heyd |

said Torres was kept in the

his own request. He quoted
Torres as saying he doesn’t
feel his life is in danger

HEYD SAID HE will ask |

Garrison for speciflic details
of threats against witnesses.
The sheriff said Torres has
declined to speak fo news-
men.

Garrison said earlier that
publicity in the case has en-
dangered the lives of some
of the principals. He did not
name anyone,

Garrison remained mum
about further developments in
his invesligation, which he
has promised will 1224 to ar-

name was Sho-Times-Pica- 1_rests and conviclions. H‘e _re. |

| month on the investigation.

| here,” he said. “I expedited
their activities with several

{ Garrison is convinced he will

! said:

' with sny investigation in the
; DA’s office.

portedly planned a news con-
ference Ietcr—iniie day. Doz-
ens of out-of-lown pewsmen
were standing by.

A MIAMI Cuban exile who
helped guard Kennedy and has
been working with Garrison !

on the probe was reported |

planning to come to New Or-
leans today.

However. ‘the exile, Bernar-
do Torres, 33, was contacted
in Miami by "the States-Item
and said he *doesn’'t know
yet” if or when he will come °

Asked if he thought Garri-
son has a valid investigation, .
he replied, “I think so, but
I am pot allowed to give any
information until Jim Garri-
son give me an OK.”

“RICHARD G ER STEIN,
Florida state attorney for the
Miami area SDade—County),
confirmed he had conferred
with Garrison at Jength last

*“I lent them an investigator
to help the men they had

law enforcement agencies.

be able to show that the War-
ren report is in error.”
Gerstein said he would not
comment on his personal
opinion of the investigation,
but said he had a high re-
gard for Garrison.
Mayor Victor H. Schiro,
asked if he felt the probe
would hurt the city’s image,

“] bave never inierfered

“] am syre Mr. Garrison’
must know what he is doing

i and we are willing to help in
" any way we ci—
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- : . Recuﬁmon Reruchiaonaria'
-our investigation, turning it asse th%t=“the= hand of
! into he:i‘.'gﬁ._vas tomsghw Castro was dxrg::tly behing the
pictures of individuals and - suspected plot.

“If an lnmt-i.gation is need- 2 large _Cuban colony.
infer that they were subjects Gil said there is a possibil-

portant his-  He sai f Service

. edto
., torical facts, T think it should had asked trusted Cubans to .

be done whether it Is in New
Orle:nl, Dallas or Kalama-
00, :

In Dallas, Assistant District
Attorney Bill Alexander said
-| today his office places little
faith in Garrisons allegations.

Alexander, along with DA
Henry Wade, helped prosecute
at the 1964 murder trial of
~ 1 Jack Ruby, the man who

. killed Oswald. Ruby died Jan.

$ in a Dallas jail.

. Phil Burleson of Dallas, one

doubts that Ruby and Oswald
ever met in New Orleans.

MARVIN BELL! of San

* Ruby at his murder-tria), said
Ruby and Oswald were in

New Orleans at the same
time but it*wasjust a coinci-
dence, :

Wade was unavailable for
-+ comment.

In another development

" here " today, it was learned

. that Gardson's personnel

" have changed the locks on the

doors to the DA's offlce for

" ! security reasons- connected

Bernardo Torres, interviewed
yesterday in Miami, said,
“another chapter will be
. . ., added to the Warren report
« .4 when (Garrison's) investiga-

-+ tion is complete,

 THE DA RELUCTANTLY
" . ; admitted that the investigation
. wag under way following dis-
" closures Friday in a copy-
‘ righted story in the States-

! Ttem.
" Torres said he was one of
: 10 Cubans who helped protect
' Kennedy in viatii; Which has

.

B
i

£

. of Ruby's’ lawyers, said he

Francisco, who_also defended |

spot guspicious Cubans.

. TORRES SAID Garrison en-
i gaged him to Jook jinio the
background of some Cubans
reported to have been with
Oswald, named as the assas-
sin, shortly before Kennedy

was shot Nov. 22, 1963, -in -

Dallas.-

“Torres predicted that “the
Warren. Report and the FBI
report (on the assassination)
will crumble when the inves-
tigation is released.”

The private detective said
he has made several trips
between Miami and New Or-
Jeans in connection with the
Garrison probe.

DA’s records as receiving
money for a *“special investi-

gation.”
Torres said he bhad seen
photographszof Oswald with

them. The photographs in
question were reportedly
taken in New Orleans shortly
before the assassination.

Torres refused to discuss
a report that Oswald had
visited Miami to talk with
Cubans. Nor would he talk
about reports that some exiles
—angry at Kennedy's failure
to take action which might
have saved the unsuccessful
1961 Bav of Pigs invasion—
were talking about killing the
President.

TORRES WAS a member of
the invasion brigade. He now
is military coordinator of its
velerans' organization, called

Brigade 2506.
Garrison lashed out at
. bewspaper stories on the
obe

“We have not mentioned
anyone's name,” he said. “I
i think that one of the most

| outrageous things, one of the
sible things
ewspa‘?

most irr
petrated

-line.” (No such pictures were

HE WAS LISTED in the -

some Cubans, although he
was npot acquainted with ;

either on the verge of arrest
or to be arrested down the

published in the States-Item.)

ASKED TO SUM up Ahis
investigation thus far, Garri--
son replied: —. e

“Well, I can’t sum it up in
terms of individuals or what
might turn out to be evidence.
I can say that we have been
investigating the role of the |
city of New Orleans in the
assassination of President ;
Kennedy, and we have made
some proj 1 think sub-
stantial progress. At least,
we were making progress un-
til the newspapers revealed
a number of details.”

The DA also replied to a
statement by Rep. Gerald R.
Ford, R-Mich., that he should
forward his findings to the .
US. attorney general who
could then convey them on ;
to President Lyndon B. John- !
son. &3 :

Said Garrison, “I am run-
ning this investigation, not .
thé "President; not the attor-
Dey gemeral.

“WE ARE Investigating a
conspiracy which appeared to
have occurred in New Or-
leans and they don’t have a
thing in the world to do
with it. Now, if they want
to help me, I'll welcome their
help. But I'm not reporting
to anybody.”

He said involvement with
federal officials would slow
. his probe.

) _ Meanwhile, several Latins

“in New Orleans had some-

thing fo sax abont the investi-
gation, — .
Albertgr lor_sa Cuban .

'refugee and director of inter-

national relations for the city, °

said of Garrison’s probe into
the assassination:

“If he's gone to all the trou-
ble of an investigation he must
have some pretly hot lead.”

ity of a conspiracy having
been hatched in New Orleans
and he expressed the belief
that Oswald had other people
working with him at the time
of the assassination,

In Baton Rouge, Gov. John
McKeithen said today he has
kept in confidence since
Christmas the knowledge that
the New Orleans district at-
torney was probing a presi-
denial assassination plot.

MKEITHEN SAID Garri-

$0n, a persoii—and-’political

friend, told him ther he
would be Svie—tuprove there '

* was a plot Jeading to the as-

sassination of President Ken- |
nedy. . ‘ {

“What he told me was of 2 :
confidential nature, and I left -
it that way,” McKeithen said
in an interview.

The governor said Garrison
had said nothing to him about
any extra funds from the
state to conduct the investi-
gation.

McKeithen was asked wheth-

- er the state was cooperating

with Garrison's office in the
probe. He indicated if any co-
operation should be needed it
would be provided, and he
referred further questions
along this line o State Police
Capt. Thomas Burbank.

THE STATE police super-
intendent gave a carefully
worded statement on this mai-
ter.

“We have reecived no re- -
quest from Mr. Garrison or
his office, to my knowledge,”
Burbank said. .

“If Mr. Garrison would re-
quest assistance we would be

" most happy o cooperate with

him as we have done in the
P‘s ”» . .
Burbank was questioned fur-

. ther whether he knew of the

- ir sensational grab. Manug¥” Gil, ‘Néw Orleans , and lg—soplied:
= In_their_sensal * - delegate fo the—h¥znii-based > “I'l have to stick to my
: i Movimiento Insu.-xccional de | ' sutemenLj'___:._ .
B T It Ao e A A A '&::m::';"— et g T .




