RUSSIE ASSUiED
B RS, KENNEDY

No Policy Break, Book Says
She Wrote Khrushchev

New York, Feb. 19 (h—Ten
days aflter the assassination of
President Kennedy, his wife

ole to Nikita S. Khrushchev,

iet Premier, “You and he
were adversaries, but you were
allied in a determination that

! !- l‘.‘i (v, 12-9-66) - ...

the world should not be blown
”

Mrs. Kennedy's letter to the
Russian leader said ‘she was
certain that President Johnson
would continue this policy.
The letter, dated December 1./
1963, appears in the fourth and!
final instaliment of Look Maga-
zine’s serialization of the book,
“The Death of a President,” by
William Manchester. Wriling
the letter, Manchester said. was
one of Mrs. Kennedy’s last ac-
tions in the White House.
Khrushchev Thanked

She began it by thanking
'Khrushchev for sending his de-
Iputy, Anastas I. Mikoyan, to re-
at the President’s
funeral. She said she had readi
that Mrs. Khrushchev “had.
tears in her eyes” when she!
signed the book of mourning at
the -American Efbassy in Mos-|
cow, and added, *Please thank‘

‘present him

ber for that.” _

But the burden of her Jetter,
.was political. .

] know that President John-
son will continue the policy in
whi usband so decply be-
lieved—a policy of romror—dnd
restraint—and he will neadyour
help™Hiré-—R ennedy wrate. .

Referring to the relationship
between Mr. Kennedy and
Khrushchev. she said, “You re-
spected each other and could
deal with each other.” What
troubled her husband, Mrs. Ken-
nedy wrole, was Lhe danger thay

K]

little oncé.” *

Mr. Kennedy and Khrushchev
met in Vienna in June, 1961.
Mrs. Kennedy's letter recalled:
the “kindness” extended to her
husband and herself by the So-
viet his wile at that
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&. ober” 16, 1964, Moscow
annotmteesial KhriSicme-Had
been deposed.

In the final installment of
Manchesier's book, he reports:

1. Mr. Johnson had “lenta-
tively” decided that a commis-
sion composed exclusively of
Texans should be organized to
investigale Mr. Kennedy’s as-
|sassination. The Deputy Attor-
ney General Nicholas Katzen-
bach, later named Atlorney
General, Jearned of this plan
“to his horror,” and di
it with a Washington attorney,|
Abe Fortas, now 'a Supreme,

plan a “ghastly mistake.” |

2. Robert F. Kennedy, attor-
ney general, arrived late for:
Mr. Johnson’s first Cabiriet
mecting and entered the room
while the President was speak-
ing. Several members rose.
shook hands with Kennedy, or
clapped him-on the back. . -

Court Justice, who called thei )

The book reports -that Mr.
Johnson said he had heard Ken-
nedy deliberately interrupted
the meeting. Kennedy denies
this. T .
None the less, Mr. Johnson
felt that Kennedy “destroyed”
the effect of what he was say-
ing. Manchester quotes one of
those present as saying. *“There
was real bitterness in Lyndon’s,
voice on this one.” L

Gifts Placed In Coffin .- “
3. Mrs. Kennedy placed two of
her Christmas gifts to her hus-§
band in the coffin before it was!
sealed. along with letters fram!
herself and her daughter Caro-
line and an illegible scrawl peo-
cilled by her son, John. -+
The gills were an $800 pair of}
eufflinks and a scrimshaw, &;
decoration carved frem whale.
Jthe presidenuall

seal.

{daddy and tell him how much;
dyou love him,” Mrs. Kennedy

fold Caroline. The litlle girl]
then held her

] brother’s hand.
and helped him scribble some
words. —
Robert
her to the room in
House where the coffin rested.
Mrs. Kennedy placed the three
leiters and two gifts in it. Her
brother-in-law put beside them
a silver rosary given him by his
wife, Ethel, at their wedding. -
Then he removed his PT-109
tie clip—modeled after the craft

Kennedy accompanied

John Kennedy had comma
during the Pacific war—and left
it v
coffin.

ther the

arjicles in
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Mr. Kennedy JeltTme—T8om gk
;:xi'rrymg a lock:of her' husband's sper
& At first, Mr. Johnson asked Vgullahm
virpally all the Kennedy -aides zonrad
to remain in office. But Jater, Felt

- Manchester _wrote, “the very
mention of their names would
lannoy him.” P B
| So did the PT-109 lie clip. Mr.
Johnson, the book says, came to

{'resent the Kennedy aura™ to
;uch an extent thatyany White Trotter
ouse employee seen wearing Tele. Room
the tie clip ‘would run the risk, Holmes
of incurring the presidential Gandy

‘wrath.” -8

5. The possibility that Mr.
Kennedy might have been the
victim of a conspiracy continued
to haunt Washinglon during the
first days of Mr. Johnson's re-
gime. Lee Harvey Oswald, the -
suspected assassin, was shol to!
‘death by the late Jack Ruby two'
days after Mr, Kennedy was kill-
ed, heightenihg the suspicion of
a plo —
._Therefore,” James Rowley,
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* 1Johnson but this would cause the,

-

2l of the Sccret Service, did
A{winTr. JohnsonTo-wlk
behind the gun carriage bearing
Mr. Kennedy's body during the
lfuneral. At first, the President
agreed. But he said later:
“Lady Bird told me I should

. ldo it, so I changed my mind.”.

6. Mr. Johnson showed Theo-

ore Sorensen, special counsel to
Wr. Kennedy, an FBI memo ad-
vising him that the heads of *an
unfriendly power” had been hop-
ing for Mr. Kennedy's death.

‘tained no names or hard facts
iand a code word had been used
o jdentify the FBI's informant..
Sorensen studied the memo for'

7~

The book says the memo con- |

a moment and said, “meaning-’
less.”

7. Charles Bartlett, newspaper,
columnist and a friend of the
Kennedys, told Robert S. Mc-
[Namara, Secretary of Defense,
that Mr. Kennedy had planned
to name him Secretary of State
during his second Administra-
tion. Bartlett said the President
had told him this.

McNamara indicated that he
also had heard the report and
ysaid, “I don’t know what I could
have done about policy, but I
could have helpdd with the Ad-
‘ministration.”. * . !
8. Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., a;
White House side, asked Johnj
Bailey, Democratic nalional!
chairman, if it would be possi-
ble to drop Mr. Johnson from
the 1964 presidential ticket. The
book quotes John Kenneth Gal-
braiths writer and economist,)
as saying Schlesifiger dwelt on,
the-possibility of a ticket headed
by Robert Kéennedy and Senalor!
Humphrey of Minnesota in the:
964 electlions. :
Bailey replied that it might be'
technically feasible to dump Mr.|

Democrats to losé the election. '

Schlesingér suggesled that
either Gov. Nelson A. Rockefel-
ler of New York or former Vice-
President Nixon would win any-:
way, by carrying the big indus-
trial states. Schlesinger added,

enough to recognize this, too,
which means that he may be
driven to an aggressive liberal

|)-l.ook's final instaliment of the
iManch&stzr book carries the
story from the night of the au-
topsy in Bethesda Naval Hos-
pital through Mr. Kennedy’s in-
terment in the Arlington Nation-
al Cemetery. .

At the hospital, Mrs. Kennedy
'was told that a man suspected
of shooting her husband _had

|been Tapiured” and hal TIE_was

state.

satisfaction of being killed for
civil rights—it had to be some
silly little Communist.”

Scemed Dmpervious

Mrs. Kennedy seemed imper-
vious fo sedatives as she waited
for the autopsy and the embalm-
ment of her husband’s body to
be completed. :

A physician injected 100 milli-
grams of a sedative, “a formida-
ble dose,” into her arm. He then
went to sleep himself. Ten min-
ules later, he was awakened by
the sound of Mrs. Kennedy walk-
ing through the room with a
firm step, looking for a cigar-
etle. R
‘McNamara came' {6 the hos-
pital and sat on the floor in the’
kiichen while Mrs. Kennedy
talked, unceéasingly. Eventually,|
she asked, *“Where am I fo live
now?" - R
Mr. Kennedy had sold their
home in Washington after he was
elected. .
Manchester wrote that Mrs.
Kennedy now wanied to return
to that house, even though she
foresaw it would be ‘*‘unbear-
able™ to live there alone.

The author quoted McNamara
as saying he would repurchase
the house for her. '
Robert Kennedy kept busy
with some necessary arrange-
ments. _

He told the White House staffi
to remove his brother’s personal
possessions from the west wing.
before Mrs. .-Kennedy returned.i
He asked that the Navy hymn,
be played during the funeral pro-_
cession. !
Meanwhile, morticians were:
preparing the President’s body.
David Powers, one of his aides,
chose the clothes, a blue-gray!
suit, black shoes, a blue tie with.
a pattern of dots, and a white’
silk shirt with the monogram,,
“JFR” on the sleeve. N
As time passed, Mrs. Kennedy
showed signs of exhaustion, but’
she said, “I'm not leaving here
till Jack goes. But I won't cry
“tilt it’s all over.”

Mrs. Kennedy did not want
the -colfin left open. However.
Manchester wrote, McNamara
told her that people would want
to view the body of a head of

In the end, after some discus-

sion, Rob:lrt mnre:tly made the
ision. He the coffin
IeloSeuz——* _______l“""cg

. ¢ Mal sler wrofvy,. J on the
aouk A l,”.' um:,!, en. ‘morning afler the asm‘ghmmﬁ"'_\,l
ncdy's death of any meaning and M. Johnson wanied to move hisy
said, “He didn'L even have the aides ‘into some of the offices in

the White House by 9.30. The
writer said that when Robert,
Kennedy heard this. he was *ap-
palled” and gasped, “Oh, no.”
The k says: gy

“As o ie{-Executive’s
{furnishings dcparied, amother’s
arrived 2= huge goRr-iraimed:
‘portrait of Lyndon Johnson,|
brought over from his vice-presi-;
dential office, was swiltly hung.”

However, those who saw Mr.
Johnson that morning found him:
anguished, Manchester wrote.
The President reportedly told
the Brilish Ambassador, Sir
David Ormsby-Gore, that if his
family were to vole on whether
Phe should remain in the presi-
dency, there would  be three
votes for refigning immediately
|—“and maybe four.”

Manchester wrote that Mr.
Johnson's “‘chameleon nature”
had never been more evident.
Mr. Johnson saw former Presi-
dent Eisenhower standing beside
the catafalque and told Mr. Eis-
|enhower be would like to.talk
‘mth_ him for about 20 minutes.

Their conversation lasted two
thours. -~

Manchester wrote Mr. Eisen-l
hower told him the talk covered;
both foreign and domestic pol-
ficy. The author quoted Mr. Eis-
enhower as saying, “He did
seem less informed about for-
eign policy than about domestic
'lw&iyi" he .

hile they were ftalking,
Schlesinger's letter of miggg-
tion was placed before Mr. John-
rson. He refused to accept it.

It is a tradition that Cabinet
members submit their resigna-
tions to an incoming President.
Mr. Eisenhower advised Mr. .
Johnson te follow this tradition
and then take a few days to de-
cide which he would accepl. The
President, apparently fecling
the need for experienced advice
everywhere, wanted ne resigna-
tions at that time.

More friction between Mr.
Johnson and Robert Kennedy
arose over the question of when,
Mr. Johnson should address al
joint session of the House and
Senate, Manchester wrote. The
new ident wanted this to
take place en Tuesday, Novem-|
ber 26. Kennedy said he thought-
the event should be delayed un-

Itil at Jeast a day after his broth-
er's fGnetair—> ¥ [ ]

e

During lh!“ " mMiINgU_eer. by
ny §t the Capito! rolunda, Mr
Kennedy fold Caroline that they
were going {0 “say goodbye” to
Caroline’s father. They walked '
to the coffin, knelt, closed their
eyes. and kissed the flag cover-

fing it.

Manchester wrote that near
the end of the funeral mass, Ca-
roline. noticed the tears in her
inother's eyes, took her hand
and said, “You'll be all right.
murnmy. Don’t cry. I'll take
care of you.”

When the band began the :
presidential salute, “Hail to the
Chief,” Mrs. Kennedy said tc :
her son, “John, you can salute

tdaddy new and say good bye tc

him.”

"+ The little boy raised his hand.

On the night of the funeral
Manchester wrote, Mrs. Kenne.

.dy and the Aftorney Genera

drove out to the grave in Ar
lington. She brought a spray e: -
lilies of the valley.

At the grave site, they founc
a number of objects—a greer
beret, a military policeman’:
brassard. & symbol ef the Ar-
my"'s 3d Division. Kennedy point.
ed them out to his sister-in-jaw.

The author said only two mili-
tary policemen were present ir
;the cold and darkness. Mrs
‘Kennedy and the Attorney Gen
!leral knelt in the flickering ligh
iof the eternal flame and begar
praying. .

)

The mgie in Washingtor
tolicd midnight. *——
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