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S The Dcpartnent by communication dated M y 3, 1965,
;urn1shcd 2 cepy of a letter to the Speaker of the House
cf Rcoxcs»n~“~1vcs enc1051ng a draft bill pertaining to

legislation to provide a legal basis for the retention of =

critical Cxhibits relating to the assassination, It es»ab11shes

;& procedurc vnder which sclected items could be retained .- .

‘and protected by the United States, The Attorney General®
=ould be zuthnorized to determine vwhich items are required
nr preservation and following his decision all rights and ~

itles would be vested in the United States after publlcation

.A the TFoderal Register., His acquisition authority would -

vizire onc year after the enactment of legislation, The .

Court ¢2 Claims thereafter would be granted exclusive .-

strisdiction over claims for just compensation for any item-

acguired by the United States. The Department reguested :
the Bnreau s V1ews by the close of bu51ness, May 4 1965
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'7{}3f' - Th1s proooscd 1c~islat1on appears to be a lo"1ca1
solution to the problem of final disposition relative to .- e
items of evidence that were acquired during the 1nvcst1gat10n U

-0l the assassination, I this legislation is approved- we -l
vill theveaiter relinquish the evidence in our possession to
‘the dcsiﬂnatcd authorlty upon 1nstructions fr3F the Attorney
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¢ At»achcd for approval is a lctter to the, peputy.
'”A*to”ncy Ceneral advising this IcgisIation %wp ¢p3uars Taho,
logical sclution for the United States to retain critical ~
cvidence as it relates to the published findings of the ~°
... President's Commission. - Letter points out agencies other than. S
the FEBI may be in possession of evidence obtained in,th1s case. -
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. B e n“vc had prcv1ous correspondence wzth the
Departacnt concerning disposition of physical evidence : .
wrtaining to the assassination currcntly in our posscssion

pccl;lcally, by letter dated February 24, 1965 to the :
Sspartnent, we clearly pointed out that ve did not vxsh to
b; the cus;odxan of the exhibits wPich related to the S
7%« published lindings of the President's Commission. Further,
S it was not \1th1n our prerogative cithesr to object fo or -
' ‘nmzke rcconmcndauions as to the reucntion of cxhibzts.,
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Bricfly, ‘the’ Attorney Gcneral's letter to the

Spcaker of the licuse points out the evidence and - ..
iavestigative reports, transcripts and other working papcrs
vi the Commission have been officially transmitted to the
Xational Archives. Pending final decision as to the -
cdispor “tion to be made of these exhibits, the physical eV1dence

has been retained in our custody. The Attorney Gcneral : ;

aas indicated that the national interest require 1eﬂ1slat1on
e - to provide a valid legal basis for the rctention of critical - - .
T exiibits., He also indicates it is important to recognize “va'”f'
) ihat in years ahead allegations and theories regarding the ..
assassination will continue to abound. Failure to retain
critical cxhibits would encourzge rumors and allcgntions

designed to destroy public confidence in the work and -

conclusions of the President's Commission, The Attorney~;
Gencral has indicated the leglslatlon is desirable to protect
the memory of President Kennedy from debasement which would

occur if items connected with the President's death are -

. ncxnlttea to become obJects of commerc1a1 spectacle. “~A
.5[ . he nroposcd b111 is qu1te sneciflc and authorlze
The Atto rney General to determine, from time to time, which
_items should be selected and preserved by public use in
cunnection with the published findings of the President's &
«. uamission. The scelected items acquired by the United States’
.11 be prescrved for public use and all rights and titles.
. will be vested in the United States after publlcation in .;
:”u ‘cderal Reﬂxster. T R _;;~-¢

e The b111 points out a11 1tcms acqulrcd shall be,
Jlzeced under the Jurisdiction of the Administrator of the:
Geacral Scrvices for prescervation for public use under such
a r;:es and regulations as may be prescribed, To this end -
'z bill indicatés appropriate sums are to be made ava11ab1
- 3 u:ry out uhe purpose o* thlS act : SE— . .
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DA This proposed legislaticn appears to be a logical
solution to the problem of final disposition relative to &~}
stoms of evidence that were acquired. during the investigation’
of the assassination. It was specifically noted in the a,
~%ttornecy General's letter refercnce is made to physical
cvidence which has been retained in the custody of the
—ederal Buicau of Investigation. This tends to indicate -
“hat all paysical cvidence is in ocur possession. It is =
noted the Burcau has no knowledge and is not aware of other
itens of evidence which may have been cobtained by the =
wrosident's Conmission from other scurces or requested to
be obtained theough agencies other than the FEI. This =
information is being pointcd out in our letter to the :
Deputy Attorney General, If this legislation is approved

R we will thereaiter relinquish the evidence in our TR
ST possession to the designated authorities upon ins
’ from the Attorney General, .. . . . .. o
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