
      

  

    

  

   
“unr Borate DE 

ah pete en 
FPARTMENT OF he MCE 

FEDERAL BUREAU ‘OF INY ESTICATION 

    

    

te Replys Plae Raf os 
FileNe 2. oe 

  

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY | ote le NOVEMBER 22, 1963... > ee DALLAS, TEXAS eee 

      

     
     

    

      

    

      

      

  

    

5
 
E
m
 
N
e
 

pee
 ea

n 
ti
ne
 

Hb 
K
E
Y
 
a
b
 

Rt
e 
Se
mt
ie
aa
l 

Be
ne
 
bi
G 
e
V
 

    
      dy Zo an i been te of the 

.1963. He was rae B along . 

2 Prison 
in this prison since f -.. 

    

   

    

ot with four other individuals, by the fee Police A . Department, Feor™ ‘iothing store in E°7:. “They were all. sentenced on. = 1964, in “Rorthampton County Court 
Easton, Pa. bth was sentenced to serve a term in prison of four to eight years. - All of the other individuals were . sentenced to serve terms of two and one-half to five yearse 
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ree 
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     ; ca’ Pae He is 25 years of _aRe finished il Years ° Of Schooling, and previously served in the U. S. Army under” the six-months active duty program. He is Presently 3 in | the - |  . dnactive U. S. Army Reserves 2s She : 

    

oe Sufficient contact has not been had with a determine his reliability. :    
 



   

     

  

Za eer woes We emer © BN SD OWEN ~~ - . -. oo 

pi, November 19, 1968 

   
   

  

     

  

     

oe one was interviewed at the. 5 «i Prisone He was advised by SA C, HEBER SMITH that he did not have to furnish any information, that any =.’ 

     
    

rR neat ce        

   

    

ont information he did furnish could be used against him in court, ' us and that he had the right to consult an attorney, or anyone -:.- - else prior to making a statement. ___ Sia Co tyne TERE! 

  

, He advised that there is an organized gang comprised a of individuals from Massachusetts to Ohio and south to Delaware 22.0." and Maryland. Leaders of this fang usually meet on Mondays each ~ week in New York City at the southeast corner of Seventh Avenue and’ 125th Street. They meet on either second or third floor over... . a White Tower or White Palace Luncheonette. Entrance is from wl the Seventh Avenue side at the rear of the restaurant, Entrance ~: to meeting place is the same as to Daddy Grace Tabernacle on oar Seventh Avenue, 
te EES a ~ Te 

wo One of the members of this fang was BILLY DE LOATCH ... =: - who resided at 5909 Carpenter Street, Philadelphia, Pa., and PAGS , who formerly operated a tailor shop at 501 Newton Avenue, Sea RTS Camden, N. J., as a front for stolen merchandise, He had 2 %.--. territorial jurisdiction in Camden, Ne. J, and allegedly ~.- in the eastern part of Pennsylvania. ae Ce     mm al 

DE LOATCH was shot at his tailor shop October 21, .° | 1964, in an alleged holdup attempt and died October 26, 1964,‘ -~ DABNEY believed DE LOATCH ray have been killed because of Sopot factionalism in gang. € peas very close to DE LOATCH for ~ ° one year, oo, on veces 

  

On about the second Monday of September 1963 eee drove DE LOATCH to New York for a meetine of this gang. They returned to Camden the same afternoon. €°=">did not attend soos the meeting but observed approximately 20 well-dressed men - , leave the meeting. About 12 of them were white men and the --: remainder were Negroes, Meetings were held usually from about 

  

  

  

  

  

  

lL pem to 3 p.m es WT gy 
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. 7 On LL/ 12/64 or Easton, Pa ar 7 Fite # Philadelphia 157-916 
SA's C, HEBER SMITH & wo ae CS by THOMAS F, HANNIGAN/JBK - Date dictated 11/18/64 mo : . . . - 2 - . . This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It fs the property of the FSI and ta loaned to Your agency; tt and tte contents are not to be distributed outalds your agency, - 
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PH 187-916 2 

  

Informant was unable to fix date but thought it was 
about September 1, 1963, that he was in DE LOATCH's tailor shop 
at about noon when-DE LOATCH mentioned that President _ KENNEDY 
was going to be killed.-... Wut sen steps anette 

   

  

DE LOATCH said that this gang had learned from a os 
Washington, D. C., source in about the middle of August fe RE yds 
1963 that President. KENNEDY held a conference among top aides _ 
and talked of legislation which would require all outstanding * 
currency to be submitted to the Federal Government in exchange ... 
for new currency of a different color. The gang members held .--: 
large sums of currency and would be unable to exchange it for. ots 
new currency because of possible Internal Revenue Service    
investigation. For this reason, the. gang decided to have - ve 
KENNEDY killed. Gane leaders felt that President KENNEDY *.*?”- 
was responsible for this proposal, and that if he wer: eliminated 
the legislation would not be enacted, DE LOATCH said KENNEDY __ 
was okay as long as he was active in civil rights, Medicare, . 
the war effort in Southeast Asia, and other matters, but .. 
that this currency legislation was going too far, and that. | 
a lot of people would be hurt if this took placee -.. 2°. Seles. 

  

   

  

@isiny said there were two other individuals present _ 
in the tailor shop when DE LOATCH made these statements. One ~ -. 
was a Negro male, first name BENNIE, last name unknown, of .....- 
Camden, N. J., who was a burglar and runner for DE LOATCH and : 
who hung around the tailor shop a lot. BENNIE described as -. -...: 
22 or 23 years of ape, looks younger; 6° or 6'1"; 200 pounds; . 
dark complexion; clean-cut; previously served in prison in —. ... 
New Jersey and was released in 1963; believed to be on New 
Jersey State Parole at present; single; no scars or marks3 
known to Detective JOHN OPFER of Camden County Detectives Office, . 

Second individual's name unknown.. He was employed as- 
delivery boy for luncheonette located at Seventh and Mount 
Vernon Streets, Camden, N. J. He was described as Negro male, 
27 or 28 years of ape, $'8", medium build, dark complexion, 
usually poorly dressed, also believed known to Detective OPFER. 

 



  

  

   

  

   

  

      
   

   

  

   

    

: woe saheard DE “LOATCH ‘mention assassination two % 
or three times subsequently, but could not recall details of. 
conversation and could not furnish specific information as to 
when or where _remarks made or other individuals Present ae 

Before KENNEDY was shot, Probably in late October 
1963, DELOATCH stopped one night at €© 
Philadelphia, at the residence of £&@.. 
In their apartment at that time were & ; 3 ee. 
friends (of FEeS5 . mene LS Negro, ‘about age 30 and 

oases presides GT D> floor and. Ee 
       

  

When DE LOATCH ‘stopped a at DABNEY's ‘apartment, ‘television 
was on and President KENNEDY came on at a news conference on - ~ 
video tape. DE LOATCH made some ‘remark then that President * 
KENNEDY was to be killed soon and explained the reason why. 
This was only a cursory remark. He said that a pang was going . 
to have KENNEDY killed, but he did not say that he would have vont 

   

a part in it. -     
eeneee ty thoupht that this pang was “busy i in the plans” 

of the assassination for about six weeks prior to ite He — 
thought this because there were no major crimes pulled during - wee 

_this period by this Ranke ee Te re : 
   

  

He also recalled that DE LOATCH told him prior tow: 
the assassination that President KENNEDY had been on a trip . 
to Virginia or Tennessee and that an unsuccessful attempt had. 
been made there to assassinate KENNEDY, Two Nerro men were : 
hired to shoot KENNEDY. One tried to shoot the President, but 
his gun jammed. No further details were given. ~~ a 

    

  

Sh 7 was arrested Hovember 15,) 1963, in = 
pismauiy Paes and ,was incarcerated under $1,000 bail. \His wife’ 
\and/friends tried to pet DE LOATCH to pet hin out on bail, eek. 
but DE LOATCH was out of town. DPE LOATCH did get him out on i 
bail 1 on{Hovenber 23) 1963. te a toe te earn ow we st     

DE LOATCH told him a few, days later that this gang oo. 
had perpetrated the assassination afd that he had been away = He - 
_from Philadelphia beginning November (Se 1963, | in this connection, 

 



   

  

DE LOATCH told 
: Columbus, Ohio. There were gang members from Several states - 

meeting in Columbus, Ohio, concerning this matter, 020. 

   

  

   
   

: DE LOATCH also told him that he had Wanted to have: KENNEDY killed in Philadelphia at the approaching Army-Navy | +: football game in 19863, The Rang vetoed this plan as they had. 
a large Philadelphia operation which could Possibly be jeopardized 
if KENNEDY Was killed in Philadelphia area. They had no Operation 
in Dallas to jeopardize, So bees 

. 
that the pang had hired three men ~. 

   DE LOATCH told ee to shoot KENNEDY in DALLAS, and that these three men had been ....- 
Stationed along the route of the Presidential drive, The three 

. men in Dallas were all white men, since Negroes ane in less numbers there and might be conspicuous. OSWALD was one of the — . 

  

There were two Fang members in Dallas to ret the ~. >.) 
assassins out on bail if they were arrested with a gun before . ~ 
the assassination. They would pet them out on bail before they 
talked and implicated anyone, 

wo 

  

Rank, and thus the pang would not be Suspected; -- 
He had no information as to identities of the other two men, : . . . . 

waoifter the shooting of President KEUNEDY, RUTH RUCKER | 
toldQuni whe should not have anythine to do with DE. LOATCH. She pointed out DE LOATCH would ret ET in trouble and tola - 
ez he was very bad since he had been connected in some way with the shooting of President KENNEDY, __ . > 2 

       

  

siuitc? Said DE LOATCH's wife, BESSIE, would probably ~ this since he confided insher, So 

  

  



  

ee Agents told —...:..; 
Of voluminous i 

z : Commission, which developed OSWALD acted alone and purchased the rifle through a mail order house. It was pointed out to DABNEY -. that when he initially stated the gang had employed three white ° Le "men to assassinate the President in Dallas, no mention was made ~... of OSWALD, It was only later when Agents discussed the OSWALD = 07 _ investigation that Eoku then stated OSWALD was one of three men ._ . hired by the fang for the Dallas assassination, _ eenh ye we igre 
oe BOS ED explained he assumed Agents knéw OSWALD was one" of three men. oe ee 

        

  

anyone except gang leaders, £2327 explained DE LOATCH was ----seree very cocky and brazen in all of his illegal activities and was =. very loose in his talk. He Said that all the above information ©... was definitely true, and he believed this gang was behind this ©.) assassination and that nothing would chanve his mind. weed pa 

       



    

  

  

DE LOATCH ‘is allegéd to have had with the assassination of 2s. FITZGERALD KENNEDY, November 22, 1963, at Dallas, related the following: _. .. we, wet ent, 

  

Texas, 

ee eX UTE ge 
¥ He first met DE LOATCH throuph a co-defendant, CLYDE. . ~CHARLES, WASHINGTON, three years ago. ~ WASHINGTON is DF LOATCH's = closest friend, For the past year, 1963-64, FS" '™ a5 also very -.- close to DE LOATCH, who maintained three residences: two in - oo Camden, N. Ja, in the 1400 and 1500 blocks of Ormand Street, and - 

  

ee lived with his wife, BESSIR. At this tine ‘DE LOATCH also operated _ i a tailor shop at 501 Newton Street, Camden, N. J. DE. LOATCH Woon moved to the Carpenter Street address, known tof—E="% end of 1963, rer ee ae 
   At    

  

. During the year 1963-64 €or daily and worked for DE LOATCH committing burglaries and/or copies delivering stolen merchandise, Principally men's suits, by truck from Philadelphia to New Jersey or visa versa, Sea ree . said he regarded DE LOATCH as a “big man with Syndicate “connections" who was always in Possession of a large "bank roll" and in charge coon could not define) wherein DE LOATCH's ° ° hi-jacking" and burglaries with police Protection. When asked what he meant by "syndicate ," © -3t said, "a group of People working topether to accomplish the Same thing, ’ the almighty dollar." When asked what he meant by police Protection, he related an incident, date not recalled, when he was Stopped by the Philadelphia Police while driving a load of Stolen suits, He just mentioned he worked for BILLY and the officer "waved him through,” Win? usually contacted DE LOATCH at his tailor shop, occasionally at DE LOATCH's residence, 5909 Carpenter, through his wife, - rs ; te ees hots me ; “ sos _ > cs a ne — ae . coe oa : 

    ee 

      

  

     
beet : : : Dee, . _o« + re ee ge 

Theme ee : . aot ay Mo. . > Pe 

   
- *, + : : - - . me wo oe at 

“on 11/17/65 at __Easton, ‘Pa, ____ Fite # Philadelphia 157-916 ‘SA's JOSEPH A, VERICA, J. ROBERT FEARCE & C. HEBER SMITH/JBK - ts 

“ee 

" 
deetceg. 11/18/64 

by 
Date dictated . . - 7 - This document contains netther recommendations nor conclustons of the FBI, Hts the property of the FBI ond te loaned te 

Your agency; N and tts contents are not to be distributed outside your agency, . : homeo om ae, : . -  



    

  

           

  

    

  

     

    

    

  

     
          

      

a 

. 

3 
RET TET EET : De aes 

2 a sate ?was assisted or helped by DE LOATCH on two” 
: ecasions fol owing £5 paee arrests, \November 14) 1963, and 
i arch} 1964, ee a WE ts viene . 

” 
tb 

2 - Cutan 2 Was arrested (November 14) 1963, ing aut 
: were Paey for assault on an officer who Stozped him for a = 
: trattic violation. He was confined to Qiao? Prison 

  

from November 14,7 2963, to Hovember 295-1963, Bail was posteg foe 
=. by DE LOATCH,. =-+ cee . Saat ee 

         

  

   

TO Be Sa ve nerenrneen 

os ee a . my 

oR 

ys . When arrested on {November 143) 1963 ee called this? | 
wife, eueeianny Who telephonically contacted DE LOATCH's tailor: . 
shop, but was told by "Reds" who works at this tailor shop, that .. owne She then contacted CLYDE WASHINGTON, 2) the tailor shop, Camden, N, Je, and pone are, that DE LOATCH was out of town, 2... © 

  

ice thought this was unusual as DE LOATCH's trips “are well Cel 
Planned." What WASHINGTON was told and by whom is not known 92°05 

tant,» WASHINGTON sent ti. Postal cards to the jail saying 
he could not reach DE LOATCH, UL LOATCH contacted ghee me 
at her apartment ‘November 28-29; 1963, and fave her 0 to - 

make bond for Suraaa > This was done through a neighborhood we 
bondsman , _CHINKZMORGANSTINE , $501 Pine Street (GR 6-118). doe 
on November 29, 1964, Upon release ae 

oie 
tailor shop about 6 Dem. and talked to DE LOATCH. Present were Soe 
"Big Butch," two Italian boys, and eight or nine People in the -.- 
back room with DE LOATCH. eee Only knew "Bip Butch." DE LOATCH 
told fe he was Sorry hé*waes ee Pout . 

_ of jail earlier as pr LOATCH y Ohio. DE LOATCH dia not tell Furs, New York or Columbus, Ohio, nor“didMhe furnish any information as to the time, date, or Purpose of t ee . from DE LOATCH's alleged absence from . 28, 1963, and the @SSassination of President JOHN F, KENNEDY on 
November 22, 1963, (and he admits "I assumed") DE LOATCH was-- responsible "for Setting up this killing, gem 

  

    a 

   a TO 

  

    

    

  

   

  

woe    he assumed if the assassin failed, DE LCATCH was in Columbus, . 
' Ohio, "in case anything went wrong" because "Thev didn't want — 

it to happen in Philadelphia or New York." (och did not. > 
know who “they" were, Ce . . ee et 

      
   



  

      

   
  

    Ene assumption that DE LOATCH was in “any. way connected a with the _ President's assassination ‘Stems _from the  Fortowings : mo 
ke wn weet aya “ 

   

     

  

    

4 <=") believes it.” £ sere YL 
cresidence)s tees ee 

My wife EID betieves feet 

"I know he (DE LOATCH) had People behind him to back ~ hin up. x . pone ch Seer eS 

  

   

      

     

  

"Around" Labor Day, 1963,— 3. was in DE LOATCH's tailor shope "BILLY was talking to a sandwich delivery boy - from a store at 7th Street, where Newton Street meets Mt, Vernon oe Street.". "He worked for BILLY before," Also present was BENNY - is {last name unknown); age. 22, 180 pounds, light brown medium *’. ‘| +  eomplexion, who was also employed by BILLY. BILLY-was talking Bein to the sandwich boy and cniuncp Overheard BILLY tell him that ~ .-. President KENNEDY made a Speech or held a private conference and ->: - the President announced that the U. S, Currency was going to be ~.. Lo! recalled and a new issue made; “the color of the bills would also _ be changed." BILLY then said, in EES. Suni WOPS y "You know e ae what the syndicate is going to do with him (President). They |. are going to do away with him." ; Jeg PP Ae. Lo ge vases mo 

ate aid from this he assumed President KENNEDY would” be killea* Zhu Said these were not BILLY's words as "BILLY. ~~ .~ talked hip talk." a could not relate the “hip" wording : used by BILLY, but pot his impression "from BILLY's talk.*. Further, "BILLY's got a man stationed in Washington who sent - ” this information Cchanging of the currency) to New York by wires" 
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    "A lot of it (BILLY's conversation) I didn't catch (because I 

   
was busy playing poker), but this man is in all the conferences 
in Washington, D. C,® 

. ea came home that nig ep "what BILLY had said about Said that "BILLY was just talking 

  

Seeing BILLY. The girls did not come into the tailor shop but wees 

coe 

  

He was accompanied Particular reason for 

drinks. At this time "BILLY had come back from a meeting in New York, BILLY was ©: 0-00: 

   
talking to one of his "big people’ in the back" (r, At this point = 

talking to an Italian or Jewish fellow, 

  

brought BILLY money, also," gerr™ it was $1,000, _. 

"I didn't hear too pood, but I 

This man owned a 1963.00: 
blue Polaris Dodge with Pennsylvania tags." While they talked,: another man entered and Rave BILLY $1,000 and left. Another man _ “~~ did not know how he knew 7 

know BILLY was talking about the President and telling his guy what they had Planned-up, - Exactly what he (BILLY) said I don't know, ' Of the shop and fr wasn’t nosing about." £—= said he believed BILLY was talking about 

    

He was in the back. 
fac: at this point ..° 
the President because "all the hi-jackings were called off in October 1963," and this | (the President) "was the only thing on BILLY's mind." The .. .°=-: connection of th “Jewish manor Italian not known tofet When pressed if he 

  

egos . the word President or the President's name or any word or. 

  

reference to the President kwdwsaid, did, but I think I heard him mention Pres I wasn't listening," tm Said he beli 

  

    this on his ming all the time,’ By "thi 

  

ey, eae: 

man" with BILLY is - - heard BILLY mention * 

"I don't know if he's. | ident, I'm not sure, ~ 
eves that "BILLY kept 
s“ he meant the "President," 

      

   

   

ht he said he told hig 02° 
getting the President." - 

     

ear of the shop), {.COrrected the time of his visit as “the . last of September or the first of October 1963, There were a. 
lot of people in there. I didn't know anyone. BILLY was 

ae BO



  

   

      

   
CO
TE
 
M
R
 

E
T
E
 

F
a
t
 

a 
eit

 

  

                      
       

  

           

: ar BILLY on this day gave (TAY 

: ve Again during the latter part of October 1963, evening, BILLY visited € eS home, (It Sars po Rew | Spartment «fi: io egremers! | “ps a    — 7, and Ge rom the €223: “vf were there, Mececag iy =- was in the bathroom shaving with the water running,! The 7 ock | *. television news was on. The program made some.reference to the —... President. "BILLY was talking to the girls;"I could hear BILLY - mention something — "They are going to get rid of him or something," eiyes? @fain assumed BILLY was talking about the President, oh : When Tp came out of the bathroom, ‘BILLY made no mention to ce (aii ff him ofthe television program or the President, Instead, ON : \ BILLY wanted Seiax. tO drive a truckload of stolen suits coming ~ from Delaware to Philadelphia, $22" was to deliver them to ..-75.1 ‘ New Jersey if someone brought the truck and parked it near nt ee. Vii eer house, EPS agreed and BILLY left. ee ee ifs P after BILLY left that See * BILLY. "He is wrapped up pretty deep, "Eyre = = made no further explanation, It was pointed out that it Was contradictory to wale have a load stolen in October when. BILLY said earlier there would be no thefts the month of October, Gore replied it "was not... a syndicated theft" but an individus on,! - ona 

    

   

    

   

       

  

   

    

Lt ac 
            Roseisab this point atated he also recalled last <2 <) 5 October having a conversation with BILLY at the tailor shop... when only his employee"Reds" was in the shop. "REDS may not < .. - have heard this, but BILLY told me 'they'? had two colored guys |. who made an attempt to shoot the President when the President ca, was in Virginia, Tennessee, or Kentucky. The only thing that - saved him (the Fresident) was the gun jammed." When asked to ; quote directly what BILLY had said to him or as nearly as possible the words used by BILLY during this conversation Fr. said, os, “I only know what BILLY told me. ALLY uses hip talk. He said ~:~ 'Cwo guys! statioraad down there and the only thing that saved .~ him (President mous assumed) the gin jammed." Further, “2... . "the way BILLY talkea, I thought BUTCH was one of the two. 
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for enforcing in this "syndicate," By way of explanation to “ad identify eer ts Baa ey Said that BILLY had informed him Guring -: the first part of “Tod that "BUTCH was arrested by the Feds at >: . Broad and Venango Streets, Philadelphia." BILLY allegedly said -..... “s that BUTCH had been shot in the leg in order to bring him in, te at is ~ related he had learned that "BUTCH" was "popped" (hip talk or arrested) at Philadelphia in January 1964 and was believed to ° be still in jail, .- a. he ee GE wenn, Tee 

wis at this point said that he assumed or heard BILLY say that BILLY "had two plans mapped out to kill the wo President" which BILLY presented to the syndicate, but he WaS foe turned down, "The syndicate did not want to bring heat up < =-: vie here Gen raeneteaa} BILLY was said to be mad because they (not ~~": further identified) would not let him pull the job (assassinate wor the President) the way he wanted it pulled. BILLY allegedly  .. -- had "it mapped out at the ballgame when the President came to oe Philadelphia," (Army-Navy football game, Municipal Stadium, “0° °: Philadelphia, Pa., Thanksgiving season, annually) ict however, said he had never seen any map or plan or writing where BILLY ot, proposed a plan. Concerning this, he said he knew "only what i BILLY told me,* ee 
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In regard to the individuals in Dallas, Texas, who — 

  

allegedly were responsible for the assassination of President ~ . KENNEDY, ¢7 7... Said that he had been informed by BILLY DE LOATCH that "there were three guys down there," When asked to explain _ where "there" was, Foyacuveplied, "Texas, I guess, that's where he (President KENNEDY got killed." BILLY DE LOATCH said that ir. one of the three men missed, then one of the two other men would "get him." ES assumed from this conversation that DE LOATCH was making reference to the actual assassination of President __ KENNEDY in Dallas, Texas, ot - Stee See 
~~ a a When questioned specifically, £9 said, "BILLY ~ en never said he was hired to kill the President, nor that he had © w hired anyone else to kill the President" or that BILLY had any > — knowledge that the. President was goirig to be killed, ot 
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ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT” 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY | 2. 
NOVEMBER 22, 1963 
DALLAS, TEXAS 

  

The Cincinnati Office of the Federal Bureau of op 
2. | Investigation advised no information was developed rerarding, | a 
"gang meeting in Columbus, Ohio, in November 1963. . , 
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