 URGENT 11-13-6h R e s -,

TO OIRECTOR, NEW YORK, EWARK, CINCINNATI AND DALLAS 3 i/// ' J
NEW YORK VIA WASHINGTON = ENCODED - da T

FROM PHILADELPHIA 120300

- OO" DALLAS. _ T, . ' lo{l

l..
"'.a RE I‘;:'émrr'lw-* )
Yeor N ps ¥y 1,
L e
' OLD: NEGRO oF i
SET. OUI -BELOW TO SAS THOMAS Fo HANNIGAN AND C, HEBER -
SMITH, ‘OF THE ALLENTOUN ‘RA, ON"NOVEMBER 12 INSTANT.
HAS FBI NUMBER £ e
OUNTY PRISON, &iizi-b PA., HAVING BEEN ARRESTED Eoiiicoh - ’
196l [mﬂ WAS SENTENCED TO FOUR TO EIGHT YEARS FOR BURGLARY - ¥
AND LARCENY AND 1S _SOON TO BE TRANSFERRED T0 - '} B
1PENITE:NTIARY, HE‘FINISHEO ELEVEN YEARS OF SCHOOL
=JAND SERVED IN THE U, o ARMY. (f , HAS FURNISHEQ SOME ‘<
T IFOLIN PAST ABOUT BURGLARIES IN PH AND VICINITY, WHICH HAS
" BEEN YERIFIED, BUT SUFFICIENT CONTACT _HAS NOT__B_EEN }yiq,‘glm
,{g_lj]_@ DETERMINE (HISIREL LABJLITREC: é,( / 055? %
= .,bg)ADVISED THAT THERE 1S AN ORGANIZED GANG coupmss
- OF INDIVIDUALS FROM MASSACHUSETTS TO OHIO AND SOUTH 07 H
- DELAWARE AND MARYLAND, LEADERS OF THIS GANG USUALLY’ "&‘EET X
"0, MONDAYS IN NEW YORK CITY AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF
TTH AVENUE AND 125TH STREET, .THEY MEET ON)EITHER SECOND . ,
OR THIRDfFLOOR OVER A WHITE TOWER OR WHITE PALACE LUNCHONETTE. K

- o °@reap we ..'.-.....' N

ENIRA?\CE IS FROM' 7TH AVENUE SIDE AT REAR OF RESTAURANT. ° x
T \ ". M S ~ ?
LY Py
0V ROV 2419640 e ~agd 5/

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Buwreau, it is su“uud that i be uuw'
paraphrased in order to protect the Bwreau's cryptoyaplnc systems. AN
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ENTRANCE TO MEETING PLACE IS THE SAME AS TO DADDY ance

TABERNACLE ON 7TH AVENUE, __,.*L——" '
ONE OF THE MEMBERS OF THIS GANG WAS BILLY'DE LOATCH, FBI

NUMBER 4390133, WHO RESIDED AT 5909 CARPENTER S STREET, AND

o
WHO FORMERLY. OPERATED A TAILOR SHOP AT 901 NEWTON AVENUE,. ’) /

CAMDEN, N, J., AS A FRONT FOR STOLEN MERCHANDISE. HE HAD -
TERRITORIAL JURISDICTION IN CAMDEN, N. J., AND ALLEGEDLY IN
EASTERN PART OF PA,
DE LOATCH WAS SHOT . IN HIS TAILOR SHOP OCTOBER 21, 1564
IN ALLEGED HOLOUP ATTEMPT AND DIED ON OCTOBER 26, 156l
INFORMANT BELIEVED DE LOATCH MAY HAVE BEEN KILIE O BECAUSE
OF FACTIONALISM IN GANG, INFORMANT WAS VERY CLOSE TO DE
~ LOATCH FOR ONE YEAR AND WORKED AS BURGLAR FOR HIM,
‘ ON ABOUT THE SECOND MONDAY SEPTEMBER 196l,, INFORMANT
DROVE DE LOATCH TO NEW YORK FOR MEETING OF THIS GANG., THEY
RETURNED TO CAMDEN SAME AFTERNOON. INFORMANT DID NOT ATTEND
MEETING BUT OBSERVED APPROXIMATELY TWENTY WELL DRESSED MEN
LEAVE THE MEETING, ABOUT TWELVE OF THEM WERE WHITE MEN AND
THE REMAINDER WERE NEGROES, MEETING WAS USUALLY HELD FROM
ABOUT 1 TO 3 PM, .
~ INFORMANT WAS UNABLE TO FIX DATE BUT THOUGHT IT WAS
ABOUT SEPTEMBER 1, 1963 THAT(HE)WAS IN DE LOATCH'S TAILOR _
SHOP AT ABOUT NOON WHEN DE LOATCH MENTIONED THAT PRESIDENT
KENNEDY WAS GOING TO BE KILLED,
’ DE LOATCH SAID THAT THIS GANG HAD LEARNED FROM A WASH
D. C. SOURCE IN ABOUT MIDCLE OF AUGUST 1963 THAT PRESIDENT
KENNCDY HELD A CONFERENCE WITH TOP AIDES AND TALKED OF

LEGISLATION WHICH WOULD REQUIRE -ALL DUTSTANDING CURRENCY
TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN _EXCHANGE FOR

SUMS OF CURRENCY AND WOULD BE UNABLE TO EXCHANGE 1T FOR NEW
CURRENCY BECAUSE OF POSSIBLE IRS INVESTIGATION. FOR THIS

o i paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's eryplographic systems.

NEW CURRENCY OF A DIFFERENT COLOR., THE GANG MEMBERS HELD LARGE

»:t If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outudc the Bureau, it is suggesied that it de :ullabl,
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PAGE THREE FROM PHILADELPHIA 120300 - &

REASON, THE GANG DECIDED TO HAVE KENNEDY KILLED. GANG . = = |-
LEADERS FELT THAT PRESIDENT KENNEDY WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR- - -
THIS PROPOSAL, AWD THAT IF HE WERE ELIMANATED THE LEGISLAT ION
WOULD NOT BE ENAGTED, DE LOATCH SAID KENNEDY WAS OK AS ° . .
LONG AS HE WAS ACTIVE IN CIVIL RIGHTS, MEDICARE, THE WAR - |
EFFORT IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, AND OTHER MATTERS, BUT THAT THIS = |
CURRENCY LEGISLATION WAS GOING TOO FAR, AND THAT A LOT OF _
PEOPLE WOULD BE HURT IF THIS TOOK PLACE, S o
. INFORMANT SAID THERE WERE TWO OTHER INDIVIDUALS IN - -
TAILOR SHOP WHEN DE LOATCH MADE THESE STATEMENTS, ONE - - )
WAS A NEGRO MALE, FIRST NAME BENNIE, LAST NAME UNKNOWN, '
OF CAMDEN, N, J., WHO WAS A BURGLAR AND RUNNER FOR DE
LOATCH AND WHO HUNG AROUND TAILOR SHOP A LOT. BENNIE
DESCRIBED AS 22 OR 23 , LOOKS YOUNGER, SIX FEET OR SIX FEET
ONE INCH, 200 POUNDS, DARK COMPLEXION, CLEAN CUT, PREVIOUSLY .
SERVED IN PRISON IN NEW JERSEY AND WAS RELEASED IN 1963,
AR BELIEVED TO BE ON N, J, STATE PAROLE AT PRESENT, SINGLE, NO
S SCARS OR MARKS, KNOWN TO OETECTIVE JOHN OPFER, OF CAMDEN
= COUNTY DETECTIVE OFF ICE,

SECOND INDIVIDUAL!S NAME UNKNOWN, HE -WAS EMPLOYED AS
DELIVERY BOY FOR LUNCHBNETTE LOCATED AT 7TH AND MOUNT
VERNON STREETS, CAWDEN, N, Jo HE WAS DESCRIBED AS A NEGRO
MALE, 27 OR 28, FIVE FEET EIGHT INCHES, MEDIUM BUILD, DARK
COMPLEX1ON, USUALLY POORLY DRESSED, ALSO BELIEVED KNOWN TO
DETECTIVE OPFER.

INFORANT HEARD DE LOATCH MENTION ASSASSINATION TWO OR
THREE TIMES, BUT COULD NOT RECALL DETAILS OF CONVERSATION
ANO COULD NOT FURNISH SPECIFIC  INFORWATION AS TO WHEN OR WHERE
REMARKS MADE OR OTHER INDIVIDUALS PRESENT, | X

BEFORE KENNEOY WAS SHOT, PROBASLY IN LATE OCTOBER 1963, J
DE LOATCH STOPPED ONE N1GHT AT’ P [y
AT THE RESIDENCE OF(g T S N THE:Q]

’ ) ) .

II' )

o

I Che mtelllgence contained in the adove message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably
poraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s crypiographic systems.
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RESIDESL},mWF

WHEN DE LOATCH STOPPED AT Sﬁj'u.“vﬁAPARTMENT TV WAS
ON AND PRESIDENT KENNEDY CAME ON AT A NEWS CONFERENCE ON
VIDEO TAPE, DE LOATCH M\ DE SOME REMARK THAT PRESIDENT
KENNEDY WAS TO BE KILLED SOON AND EXPLAINED THE REASON WHY.
THIS WAS ONLY A CURSORY REMARK, HE SAID THAT A GANG WAS
GOING TO HAVE KENNEDY KILLED, BUT HE DID NOT SAY HE WOULD .
HAVE A PART OF IT,

TUTET5D THOUGHT THAT THIS GANG WAS BUSY IN THE PLANS OF
THE ASSASSINATION FOR ABOUT SIX WEEKS PRIOR TO IT, [HE7
- THOUGHT THIS BECAUSE -THERE WERE NO MAJOR CRIMES PULLE D
DURING THIS PERIOD BY THIS GANG,

o [HE) ALSO RECALLED THAT DE LOATCH TOLOZHIM. PRIOR TO THE
e ASSASSINATION THAT KENNEDY HAD BEEN ON A TRIP TO VIRGINIA
OR TENNESSEE AND THAT AN UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT HAD BEEN MADE
THERE TO ASSASSINATE KENNEDY, TWO NEGRO MEN WERE HIRED TO

SHOOT KENNEDY, ONE TRIED TO SHOOT THE Paesnoanr BUT HIS
GUN JAMMED, NO FURTHER DETAILS,

o WAS ARRESTED Noveuaen[:5,l1963 IN TN
PA, AND WAS INCARCERATED UNDER $1,000 BAIL, [HIS WIFE‘AND
FRIENDS TRIED TO GET OE LOATCH TO GET(&IM. 'OUT ON BAIL, _
BUT DE LOATCH WAS OUT OF TOWN, DE LOATCH DID GETHItf ouT
ON BAIL ON NOVEMBER 29, 1963,

| PERPETRATED THE ASSASSINATION AND THAT HE HAD BEEN AVAY FROM =
| PH BEGINNING NOVEMBER 15, 1963, IN THIS CONNEGTiON. O E LOATCH -

TOLD HIMCTHAT HE HAD BEEN TO NEW YORK CITY AND THEN TO COLUMBUS,

OHI0, THERE WERE GANG MEMBERS FROM SEVERAL STATES MEETING IN

If the intelligence contamed in the above message is to de dtsumma&ed outside the Bireau, it is suggested that it be lmtabl,
paraphrased in order to protect the Bweau's cryptographlc systems. i [
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COLUMBUS, OH10, CONCERNING THIS MATTER.

DE LOATCH ALSO TOLD(HIM)THAT HE HAD WANTED TO HAVE
KENNEDY KILLED IN PH, AT THE TIME OF THE APPROACHING ARMY
AND NAVY FOOTBALL GAME IN 1963. THE GANG VETOED THIS PLAN
AS THEY HAD A LARGE PH OPERATION WHICH COULD POSSIBLY BE
JEOPARDIZED IF KENNEDY WAS KILLED IN PH AREA. THEY HAD NO
OPERATION IN DALLAS TO JEOPARDIZE,

DE LOATCH TOLDJEZST="» THAT THE GANG HAD HIRED THREE
MEN IN DALLAS TO SHOOT KENNEDY, AND THAT THESE THREE MEN
HAD BEEN STATIONED ALONG THE ROUTE OF THE PRESIDENTIAL
DRIVE, THE THREE MEN IN DALLAS WERE ALL WHITE MEN, SINCE
NEGROES ARE IN LESS NUMBERS THERE AND MIGHT BE CONSPICUOUS,.
OSWALD WAS ONE OF THE THREE.

o SAID KENNEDY WAS SCHEDULED TO GO TO CALIF,
LATER AND IF THEY HAD BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL IN DALLAS, THEY WOULD
HAVE TRIED AGAIN TO ASSASSINATE KENNEDY IN CALIF,

THERE WERE TWO GANG MEMBERS IN DALLAS TO GET THE -
ASSASSINS OUT ON BAIL IF THEY BERE ARRESTED WITH A GUN
BEFORE THE ASSASSINATION, THEY WOULD GET THEM OUT ON BAIL
BEFORE THEY TALKED TO ANYONE.

THE INFORMANT THOUGHT THAT THE GANG HIRED OSWALD AS
ONE OF ‘THE THREE WHITE MEN BECAUSE IT WOULD BE UNLIKELY TO
CONNECT OSWALD WITH THIS GANG, AND THUS THE GANG WOULD NOT
BE SUSPECTED,

(hE,HAo NO INFO AS TO IDENTITIES OF OTHER TWO MEN,

DA'RGRAM 0 CABLEGRAM DRADIO xxTELETYPE

——‘—---—-——-——--------—-——-—————————-—-----—_-—————-

‘CONNECTED IN SOUE WAY. WITH. SHQOT.ING. OF PRESIDENT KENNEODY,

INFORMANT SAIDYOE LOATCH'S WIFE BESSIE WOULD PROBABLY . "
KNOW ABOUT: THIS SINCE HE CONFIDED N HER. :

I[ the intelligence contained in the above messare is to de disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested (hal it be ullobl
paraphrased in order Lo protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. ra e« g Y
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L _
 AGENTS TOD =TS THEY DOUBTED T{jlstFo BECAUSE OF -
GOLUMINOUS INVEST|GAT IONS BY VARIOUS AGENCIES AND WARREN
COMMI SSION WHICH DEVELOPED OSWALD ACTED ALONE AND PURCHASED
RIFLE THROUGH MAIL ORDER HOUSE. IT WAS POINTED OUT TO
‘€I THAT WHEN (HE JNITIALLY STATED GANG HAD EMPLOYED THREE
WHITE MEN TO ASSASSINATE PRESIDENT KENNEDY IN DALLAS, NO
MENTION WAS MADE OF OSWALD. 1T WAS ONLY LATER WHEN AGENTS
DISCUSSED THE OSWALD INVESTIGATION THAT BEZT""D THEN STATED -
OSWALD WAS ONE OF THREE MEN HIRED BY GANG FOR DALLAS .
ASSASSINATION,
FRaa® EXPLAINEDHE ASSUMED AGENTS KNEW OSWALD ONE OF
THREE MEN,

TS50 MENTIONED DE LOATCH HAD TOLD ASOUT SEVEN PEOPLE
OUTSIDE THE GANG ABOUT ASSASSINAT ION PLANS, AND IT WAS
EXTREMELY UNLIKELY DE LOATCH WOULD HAVE DISCUSSED SUCH A
PLAN WITH ANYONE EXCEPT GANG LEADERS,. EXPLAINED
DE LOATCH WAS VERY COCKY AND BRAZEN IN ALL OF HIS ILLEGAL
ACTIVITIES AND WAS VERY LOOSE IN HIS TALK, UHESAID THAT
ALL ABOVE INFO WAS DEFINITELY TRUE ANDSHEBELIEVED THIS
GANG WAS BEHIND THIS ASSASSINATION AND THAT NOTHING WOULD
CHANGE H1S MIND,

'LEADS.
NEW YORK VERIFY DESCRIPTION AND USE, IF POSSIBLE OF -
BUILDING DESCRIBED AS GANG MEETING PLACE.
NEWARK ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY AND INTERVIEW BENNIE (LNU)
AND DELIVERY BOY WHO ET" "D ALLEGES HEARD DE LOATCH DESCRIBE
.~ PLAN TO KILL KENNEDY, FURNISH AVAILABLE INFORMATION RE

OE LOATCH'S GANG OPERATIONS, DE LOATCH KNOWN TO AGENTS PH .
AS HAVING REPUTATION AS LARGE NEGRO FENCE FOR STOLEN B
.MERCHANDISE AND 1S PLANNER OF, SOME BURGLARIES, ALSO AS MONEY -
LENDER ASSOCIATED WITH FRANKA&'__AI_U_LQ_ OF CHERRY HILL, N, Jo, )
AND SOUTH PHILA WHO HAS COSA NOSTRA CONNECTIONS o

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside Uu Bweau, it is suggested that it de suitadly
- paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's eryplographic sysiems., I, .
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PAGE SEVEN FROM PHILADELPHIA 120300

CINCINNATI ADVISE WHETHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE OR CAN
BE DEVELOPED RE GANG MEETING AT COLUMBUS, OHIO DESCRISED BY

" PH WILL ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY AND

NAMED BY HIM ARE NON EXISTENT OR OENY HIS STORY,
ALL OFFICES PROTECTNE iz AS SOURCE (IDENTITY OF

—

RECEIVED: 8:48 AM HL

"INTERVIEW PERSONS NAMED
ciaima? AND WILL CONSIDER POLYGRAPH INTERVIEW IF PERSONS  -

Tolzem

1

y

If the mtelhgerv:e contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be wuably

paraphrased in order to prolect the Bureau 8 cryptographic systems.
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