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SUBJECTs Les Karvey OSALD
, _ P
This s in response to the requost contsinsd in your letter of
Barch 27, 1964, to further dovelop the suzgestion contained Sn wy
- acorandua of Kovcaber 27, 1963, that there was 8 possibility that

{in coxinz to the Sovict Unlon end attcopting to renounce his citisen~ :
ship) Osvald vas ®folloving s pattern of behavior in which he had been !
tutored by person or persons unknown,® Althouzh I mow regret that X
made Do potcs on this evca then unusual case, the followinz points
soor to ms to lend weight to my suzzestion, especislly considering
the youthk and relative incxpcrience of the subjects

(1) 45 I recsll it, Oswald stated that he had coze slnost directly
to the Soviet Union after beinz discharged from the Marins Corps in
Bew Orleans and that he took & ship froa Kew Orleans to Helsinki. Bince
Be arrived in Moscow in mid-Dctober, 1957 and was discharged froa the
Karines in Septecder, 1959 (a3 I recall), he would have to have made &
direct and cozpetently arranzed trip, He would have to have knowm the
not too obrious fact that Hilsinki 4s s usual and relatively uncocplie
eated point of entry to tho Soviet Union (ons that the Soviets might
well choose for exanple if arranging the passage thozsclves).
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(2) Oswald ebt:inzd a Soviet viss snd apparently very promptly, .
This point may be irjortants 4t depends on what kind of a Soviet visa . [}
he had, snd I do mot knou, If he had obtained a ®tourist viss,® he could 3
bave probably gottcn 4t rather easily tirouzh a travel agent, but he |
would have had to either buy s $30,00 per day "individual tour® or he i
would have bad to Joln 8 group, I do ot think or recall that be did

sither, If ho had obtainsd any other sort of Soviet visa, probadly a ‘
Sregular visa®, he would have had to obtain it from either the Sovist j
Exbassy 4o WazhinZton (presumably by mail froa Kew Orleans) or froa H
the Soviet Ecbassy $n Helsinki, In my experience, Soviet "rezular 1
visss® (1.0. those other than issusd to tourists, or to officials snd ]
diplocsts) were bard to cowe by, Such "regular visas® wers ordinarily i
4ssusd only after checking with Moscow, end after some investigation of 1
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b5 Feasong given for the visit by the spplicant, usually 8 process ef TS
_ months duration. A Soviet Sregular visa® issued to a person (in Wash~
4rgton or in Belsinki) on short motice would only be to a person alresdy
koown to the Soviet authorities.

I repeat, I &o not recall vhat sort of & visa Ozvald Bbad, tut I
— 1 ———— belisve that §t would bo significant &if it indeed was 8 Sregular visa® {

*  ond pot s Stourist visa.® If it 4s still svailadle, an exarination of
his paseport eould provide the answer, Or perhaps; Consul Richard B -
gayder, who handled the case st the tize of Oswald‘s arrival,might
renéaber or might bave poted 4t in the Tecords
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(3) Oswld evidently kiew gorothing of the procedure for yeaun~
eistion of citisonship whea he cams into the office. fhis secasd 8 UMt : -
woususl, since it was 8o soon after his first departure from the Umited ‘
States on his first trip sbrosd travelinZ ss a private citizen. (He [
- ) Bad spparently beon abrosd in the Marines, but would be unlikely to 1
i bave gained such experience 4n travel and citizenship docuncntation 4o ‘
H that status.) I éo pot recall the way that he frazed his deaand for H
renunciation, except that it wss truculant snd 4nsultinz, tut it seened
to ms that Osvald wnderstood that be bad a lezal right to remounce in .
the consular office and vas rather insistent upon doing it. ) '
]
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(L) Oswvald's spplication to remain 4n the Soviet Union mads in
Moscow vas, sgain in sy experience, relatively quickly accepted by the
Soviet authorities. For oxarple, in other ®desfuctor® cases of which

I hsd socae pcr:onal-knovledco, the Soviet authorities were rather cat=
tious sbout definitely peruitting persons to reaain permanently belfore
they bad investigated snd {nterviewod thea thoroughly. Not that the
authorities were reluctant to take thea 4o Af they thought they might

be useful, or even if mot too useful, but they tended to be bureaucratic
and cautious. Oswald wes accepted and gont to Minsk only about seven
days (a8 I recall) after his srrival in Hoscows This secas short to e,
4¢ his spplication in Koscow was 4ndeed the first time his case caie to
fhe attention of the Soviet suthorities concerned with these nattersy .
but it does mot sce~ too short, 4f they bad known about him months befors.
Bowever, sven if thcy had already had s file on him, he would still probably
have had to eoze to Koscow for intervieving sod final spproval at hesde

quarters.

(S) At the tine, Osvald soemed surprisirgly confident, coupstent \
and deternined sbout what bs was doirg, considering his age snd experience. !
i
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. (6) :Ooald's ‘sxpressed willingness to teil the Soviets what classi-
£3ed inforzation bs may bave learped in the parines doesn't neces

argue ths poinmt that he had advance belp, since he oould have easily
thouzht it wp himsedl. The statezent seens Srrelevant except perhaps 88
8 means of shocking the consular officer into proapt actions
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(7) I sm afraid thst I vemosber only very 1little of the actual
statecents in Cozxaunist terms which Oswald made to justify his desire
to rencunce his citizenship, I recall he said that he wanted to re-
pounce "becsuse he was a Marxist®, I think he said bitterly that be
Bad learncd what the ¥class struzgle® meant during his difficult youth
in the U.S., snd that he had learnsd about "capitalist Srperialiea®
while overseas in the Marines (4n Okinava, X think). As I ssdd Snamy
previous mecorandua, it secaed to me then that bs was using words that
e did not fully understand, but this does not mecessarily mean that
Be was taught to say thea...be might have read scas books himself,

(8) A last point not related to my contact with Osvald in 1959
Osvald's reported statenent that he had besa pernitted to belong to &
¥ifle clud and practice target shooting while in Minsk seens odd to
ms, My irpression was that in the Soviet Union such & privilege would
mot have boen ssual, But this is mere speculsation,

Pinally, however, I think I should raise & Question vhich may tend
to offset sons of the above points:  If we suppose the Soviets might
have arranzed his trip to Russia, why wuld they bave pernitted Oswald
o coce to the Arerican E-bassy to renounce his cititenship? I see no
ansver to that, except that perhaps he was still being treated 4in a
wery tentative way snd therefore being slloved to behave in a more or
1ess ®pormal® fashion vis-a-vis the U.S. Government. The principal
effect of renunciation would have been to make his legal return to the
U.5. more difficult ¢ad it 1s not knovn to be a2 requirenent for becoming
& Communist or rcsidinz ia the USIR,

I‘hopc that the above coaments are of some ascistazce, It seems
€0 me that the cnly concrete point 4s the Soviet visa: ita type, and
4ts date and pl-co of issuance, :
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